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- can we trust the official version?
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Introduction

· Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London – ials.sas.ac.uk
· International Association of Law Libraries – www.iall.org
· Simon Hoggart, The Hands of History  - parliamentary sketches 1997-2007, Atlantic Books, 2007 at 139
Alternative Topics
· Outsourcing, particularly overseas outsourcing, see ‘Legal Reference from Mumbai’ by John Cannan, AALL Spectrum March 2007, 12-15 & 25 incl. bibliography. There will be a talk on the law relating to outsourcing at the IALL conference in Mumbai 1st–5th December 2007, see http://www.iall.or
· Teaching legal research and information literacy. The work of the UK Centre for Legal Education based at the University of Warwick, http://www.ukcle.ac.uk, and in particular Teaching Legal Research  2nd edn. by Dr Peter Clinch, Information Specialist in Law at Cardiff University, published by the UKCLE in 2006.

· International Handbook of Legal Information Management forthcoming in 2009 from Ashgate publishers on behalf of the International Association of Law Libraries
· Observer Magazine 5 August 2007 at p.69. Neil Spencer, ‘Horoscopes – LIBRA’, “Authenticity remains the key note for August.”
Access to Electronic Legal Information
· The Access to Electronic Legal Information Committee (AELIC) is a standing committee of the American Association of Law Libraries, charged with assisting courts and government agencies to advance and improve the delivery of legal information to the public via the Internet. http://www.aallnet.org/committee/aelic/index.html

Report on Authentication of Online Legal Resources
· The recently-released State-by-State Report on Authentication of Online Legal Resources presents the results of a survey of primary online legal resources and whether these resources are official and capable of being authenticated. Full online text at http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/authen_rprt/AuthenFinalReport.pdf also printed version available from AALL.
Losing the Law

· Authentic Legal Information in the Digital Age: AALL National Summit in Schaumburg, IL
20-21 April 2007, http://www.aallnet.org/summit/default.asp with the National Summit Agenda at http://www.aallnet.org/summit/agenda.pdf 

· ‘Losing the law: a call to arms’, Bob Berring, 10 Green Bag 2d,  279-282 available online at the site above 

Principles and Core Values
· Leaflet from AALL AELIC: ‘Principles and Core Values Concerning Public Information on Government Web Sites covering the following:
Accessibility

· Web Accessibility Initiative - http://www.w3.org/WAI/  WAI develops:

- guidelines widely regarded as the international standard for Web accessibility 

- support materials to help understand and implement Web accessibility resources, through international collaboration

- has a complete list of applications including for example -

· http://ww.useit.com; http://www.usability.gov; http://webxact.watchfire.com/ (formerly Bobby) to submit web pages for auto evaluation

· Google and public sector agencies; Sitemap Protocol and Google Custom Search Engine to index dynamic URLS not crawlable by Google; www.google.com/publicsector
Official Status
· Association of Reporters of Judicial Decisions. Statement of Principles: “official” on-line documents. 2007. Link from http://www.aallnet.org/committee/aelic/index.html
· Official v. Authentic: Richard Matthews, Visiting Fellow in Law Librarianship and IALS, ‘The Smart Citizen and the Law’, AALL Spectrum July 2006 p.21, 24-25, 32 and a presentation at IALS 

Reliability (incl. Authenticity)

· Disclaimers: Alaska http://www.legisl.state.ak.us/folhome.htm; Maine http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/disclaimer.htm; Vermont http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/statutes2.htm; Vermont  official http://www.michie.com/vermont/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-h.htm&cp=vtcode

·  PKI – public key infrastructure (PKI) is an arrangement that binds public keys with respective user identities by means of a certificate authority (CA). For each user, the user identity, the public key, their binding, validity conditions and other attributes are made unforgeable in public key certificates issued by the CA. In general, a PKI enables the parties in a dialogue to establish confidentiality, message integrity and user authentication without having to exchange any secret information in advance, or even any prior contact.. see http://www.pki-page.org/ 

Comprehensiveness

Preservation
Web at Risk project: a distributed approach to preserving (US) political cultural heritage at http://web2.unt.edu/webatrisk.

http://www.archive-it.org sponsored by the Internet Archive provides immediate access to a web archiving service

Examples
· Statute Law Database http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk finally launched for free public use on 20 December 2006 (viewing on screen and printing from screen). All consolidated primary legislation currently in force in one or more of the jurisdictions of the UK or in force as at any date from February 1991 as well as secondary legislation as enacted from 1991. A few Acts are yet to be entered and a few effects from 2002have yet to be incorporated in the revised legislation – there are on-screen warnings. These are due by the end of 2007.
· ‘The binding force of Babel: the enforcement of EC law unpublished in the languages of the new member states. Michal Bobek. 2007. Available on the Social Science Research Network at http://ssrn.com/abstract=988033 and forthcoming in vol.9 (2006-07) Cambridge Yearbook of European Legal Studies.
· ‘Current state of publication of legislation in the EU member states’ by W R Svoboda at http://forum.europa.eu.int/irc/opoce/ojf/info/data/prod/html/act12.htm
