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eso derecho de la patria potestad, no bay razon pars no reco-
nocerlo en estos’ensos, y privar de él a aguellos 3 quienes debe
presumirse que comprende la ley.

Creo haber demostrado, seilores, que el patronalo es una
verdaders tutelo, v que por consignienie no puede enajenarse
por ser un acio odioso, desde que es contrario a los saludables
objetos que la ley ha tenido en vista sl esiablecerio, v & los
derechos que ella ba querido acordar al liberto.

Terminagdo este trobajo, me permiliré emitir mi opinion,
sobee In conveniencia qua resultaria de la promulgacion de una
ley, que desiruyendo radicalmente el mal introdueido & este
respecio, fijase de un modo claro y esplicilo el proceder de los
patronos, al ensjenar --- par causas justificadas —- los servicios
de sus libertos. —- Creo nmbien que no seria monos impor-
portante, que se hicioran efectivas las disposiciones de Jas leyes
quo determinan, enire los obligaciones del patrono respecio al
liberio, la de darle una educocion conveniente, y dedicarlo a
un oficio 6 proficsion, con el cual pueda, en su mayorided, ad-
quirir honestamento medios de subsistencia. —- Ef desuso en
que han coido estas disposiciones, deberian llamar sériamente
la atencion del lejislador : --- esas obligaciones son sancions-
das, no solo por las loyes que bablan do Jo tutela en general,
i 8o especinlmenie por los de patronate, y su falia de oumpli-
mignio, con menoscabo de uno de los primeros derschos del li-
berio, no deberia ser mirada con indiferencia. -— Ea condicion
de esios seres, sefiores, reclama la proteeccion que las leyes tan
justamente ban querido acordarles, y todo aqaello quo tiendo
a su puniual ejecucion, es conveniente, moral y de utilidad
comun a la-Sociedad.
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THE QUESTION

BETWXEN

BUENOS AYRES AND THE PROVINCES OF THE

ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION.

§1. The knowledge of the gquestion iz a key to the policy whick
foreign powers ought to adopt in the Plata. It iz mot a gues-
tion of personality, as is alleged by Buenos Ayres.

Whether it ia intended to offer a mediation or an intervention, or
to take any part whatever in the question which divides Buenos Ayres
from the other proviuces which form the Argentine Republic, it is ne-
cessary to know thoroughly the nature of that question-—what are the
causes which have produced it, and what objects it has in view ?

This question is but little known in Burope, although it bas been
much spoken of. There was n special object in making it unintelligible ;
and it still exists. It is sufficient to explain it truly, to show where
lies the interest in rendering it so little clear,

According to the assertions of the Buenos Ayrians, the whole
cause of that question is now confined to the person of General Ur-
quiza, actual President of the Confederation, and to the hatred which
he has inspired to them. Urquiza is detested in Buenos Ayres, be-
cause he offended it in presenting himself, not dressed sufficiently well,
on the day on which he was received there as a liberator (after defeat-
ing Roeas) ; bocause on some occasion he used offensive words in a

ion ; because he ordered his soldiers to wear red favours, &ec.

Is it to be believed that the sensitiveness of the people of Buenos
Ayres is so great that for such motives it conceived such a hatred for
Urquiza as to make of that personal hatred a reason to erect itself into
an independent State 7 The history of the past, and the explanation of
what takes place at present, prevent the sincerity of such motives from
being believed.
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No one who recollects what the people of Buenos Ayres suffered
at the hands of General Rosas, for fifteen years, will be able to believe
that it ia for such motives of personal sensitiveness that Buenos Ayres
has resolved to cease to belong to the Argentine Republic.®

§2. Motives of interest which Buenos Ayres has to oppose the Na-
tional Constitution and the treatica of free navigation gf inland
rivers.— Why have such acts been ¢ffected without ite participa-
tion ?—To combat them im some way or other, has been and
always will be, the policy of Buenos Ayres.

The real causes of the opposition are very different; they are con-
fined to materinl interests, Buenos Ayres opposes the new order of
things, inasugurated by Urquiza, for the following motives of political
and commercial interest : Firat, because it has created a common go-
vernment for all the prévinces, Whifch has taken possession of the

® In the writings of the Befiores Alcina, Mitre, Marmol, Sarmiento, &o.,
who now support the osuse ‘of Buenos Ayres and speak of the sensitivenoss
of its poople, we find repeatedly mentioned the following fucts,

On the day on whigh became Governor of Buenos Ayres, five hundred
of the most distinguis its citisons had to paint on their lips srtiflcial

stachios, b t none naturally. The whole population of Buenos
Ayres woro mourning for two years, on account of the death of the Sefiorn Rosas.
The same population wore, for fifteen yesrs, a red ribbon on the hat, with the
motto of * Death fo the Uwilariane'” A ribbon of the same colour was worn at
the button-hole of the coat, along with a red waisteoat. The performance could
not begin in any theatre bofore the arrival of the daughter of General Roeas,
whenever she was to assist thereat. At her coming in, every body stood up and
hailed with vivas the daughter of the Governor, as well as her father ; and then only
did the performance begin. In every document, whethor official or semi-official, and
in every advertissment inserted in the newspapers, it was nocossary to prefix tho
motto of * Death fo the savage Unitarians!™ The portrait of General Rosas was

placed, and remained habitually, on the sltars in the churches! It was deawn on *

triumphal cars by persons of the first society in Buenos Ayres. General Rosas was
re-clected thirtg-three times to continue in the Government, which allowed such
things to bo done. Omn thoday of thelast attempt sgainst him, Buenos Ayres fought
for six hours on the battle field to maintain the power of Rosas, But it was de-
stroyed in spite of it, and Rosas is now at Bouthampton, in comsequence of the
triumph obtained by General Urquiza, the man s0 detested by Huenos Ayres.
(S8eo B! Peregrino, s posm of 8Sr. Marmol, of Buenos Ayres; and E! Comercio del
Plats, written by Sr. F. Varcla and Sr, V. Alcina, present governor of Buenos Ayres.)

All these facts are vouched for by the official collections of Buenoe Ayres, which
aro to be found in general circulation. But in spite of this, we have to recal them to
our sorrow, as we are compelled to show that the true csuse of the sepsration of Buo-
uos Ayros is not to be found in the motives of w dod sensitiv which it pro-
fosses Lo foel

”
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revenues and powers belonging to the nation, which the local govern-
ment of Buenos Ayres had kept for forty years, because there was no
national government. Secondly, because it has given life to the common
government by opening to foreign commerce the river ports of the pro-
vinees, while Buenos Ayres bad hitherto monopaolised that commerce.

The Confederation hns consecrated the institution of that common
or general government by the Federal Constitution, published in 1853,
and by the institution of the new law of river navigation brought
about by the international treaties which it signed in July, 1853, with
EBuogland, France, and the United States. The provioees have not pro-
mulgated that Constitution, or made those treaties, out of hatred to
Buenos Ayres. To understand this, they have but to be read. The
Constitution gave to Buenos Ayres the rank of capital. The treaties
are, in part, the work of England and France, who had no motive of
hatred against Bucuos Ayres.

However, Buenos A yres considers as an act of hostility, the natural
withdrawnl of its usurped powers and pecuniary means, which ensued
from that Constitution and those treaties ; and it considered itself bum-
bled by General Urquiza, as the promoter of these compacts.

Buenos Ayres protested ageinst the Constitution and the treaties
which deprived her of the Argentine revenues and powers, which it bad
held in hand during the period when the provinces stood isolated from
each other, and had no common and general government.

Buenos Ayres does not own, and never will own, that these were
the motives of its protestation. But, in reality, it had no other.

Buenos Ayres pretends not to acknowledge the Argentine Consti-
tution and the treaties of free navigation, because they have been made
without ita concurrence.

To prove that this is a mere pretext, it is sufficient to know why
they have been made without its concurrence. They have been made
without it, because Buenos Ayres would never have consented to take
any part in the ereation of n government, which was to succeed its own
provincial government in the general direction of the country ; nor in the
stipulation of treaties of navigation, which were to withdraw from its
port the monopoly of direct foreign commerce and of the whole Custom-
house revenues. Forty years of vain hopes had enabled the provinces
to see that they had no longer to expect that Buenos Ayres would act
in opposition to its local intereste, however misunderstood.

In fact, to ask that Buenos Ayres should concur to the crestion of
s national government and of a direct commerce for all the provinees,
would have been to have required that it should have stripped itself,
with its own hands, of the government of the whole nation and of the
monopoly of that nation’s foreign commerce, by means of which it ap-
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proprinted to itself the Custom-house revenues of the fourteen provinces.
That is the reason why Buenos Ayres always prevented the formation
of » national government and the opening of the river ports. It pre-
vented Rivadavin, in 1826, from doing this, as it hinders, at preseant,
General Urquiza ; and, as it would prevent an angel from Heaven, who
might attempt to organise a national government with the revenues and
powers which Buenos Ayres usurped for forty years, to the detriment
of the whole nation. Urquiza is not the obstacle; it is the nation
itself, by its setting mnbout to take what belongs to it. To contest
to the nation what is its own, Buenos Ayres ignores and denies the ex-
istence of the nation, and calls it Urgwiza; it individualises it in the
person of a man, to be able to ignore it without scandal.

Such is the policy which it has observed with regard to the provinces,
throughout the whole revolution. All the internal treaties, which put
an end to its civil wars, prove this. It was the object of its struggles
with European governments, as is proved by the treaties which it signed
with France and England, in 1847, 1849 and 1850, and in which Buenos
Ayres made them recognise that the navigation of the rivers flowing
into the Plata *“ was alwaoys considered as the inland navigation of the
‘¢ Argentine Confederation,”

With such precedents, is it to be wondered at that Buenos Ayres
should protest against the institution of a national government, and
agninst the treaties of free river navigation which give it an irrevocable

position from the day on which they are carried into execution, in spite
of its resistance ?

In fact, Buenos Ayres resisted them, as was to be expected, by ita
solemn protestations, and by assuming an isclated position, which is a
protestation ¢f fact, much moro effective than protestations in writing.

§3. Solemn protestation of Buenos Ayres against the principle of firee
river navigation, and sts motives of local interest.

The double protestation against the *‘principle of the Argentine
national sovercignty,’”" and aguinst the * principle of the free navigation
of the rivers flowing into the Plata™ is attested by an suthentic and
solemn piece of evidence, placed by the said Buenos Ayrian government
into the hands of the governments of England, France, and the United
States. This evidence is found in a memorandum of that government,
addressed to the aforesaid cabinets, and dated September 28th, 1853.
In that memorandum are stated and developed the motives, which the
government of Buenos Ayres believed it had, to protest, as it did, on the
dl1st of August, 1853, against the treaties of free navigation stipulated
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by General Urguiza, in July of the same year, with Eogland, France
and the United States.

As that protest in no way prevented the ratificstion of those trea-
ties, but, on the contrary, predisposed the foreign governments agunlt
that of Buenos Ayres, this latter pretended to deny the sense of ita
protestations, so as to stimulate their confidence and to contrive sur-
reputnou-.ly that those governments should nssist its intention of under-
mining the treaties.

Buenos Ayres has pretended th.t its protestations do not refuse to
acknowledge the principle of the free navigation of the rivers flowing
into the Plata; and yet the very words of its protestations leave no
doubt on that point. We deem it best to quote them here, to let them
speak for themselves.

Here is the way in which the principle of free river nanglhon is
denied by them :—* The pnnclple of the free navigation of the rivers,
“ the recognition of which is established as a necessary coundition for
“ the continued possession, by Buenos Ayres, of the island of Martin
“ Garcia, is not a right of the powers who make the treaties. Internal

“rivers belong exclusively to the bordering powers; and these powers
“ have the right of allowing, or of prohnbmng their navigation, to foreign
“flags. At what epoch, on what occasion, have France and England
“recognised, as s priuciple, the free navigation of rivers for all-the
“ powers of the globe as the treaties of July the 10th and the 27th, ee-
“tablishit? . . . Far from it, France and Englmd have
“ pecognised the contrnry pnnmple in several public treaties which they
“have made with the Argentine Republic; t.hey have admitted that
“ the navigation of the Pirana and the Uraguay ought to be subject
“ exclusively to the laws and regulations which it will seem good to the
“ Republic to decree. . . . 'Thus, then, it waas impossible
“to define, by the name of a prampk. the free navigation of the internal
“rivers of a State, for all the nations of the globe.®

® Haore is the l‘nnoh cmguul text :—* Lo prinoxpo de 1a libre navigation des rividres
“dont ou éablit Ia recc condition nécossaire pour que Budnos
“ Ayres continue A posséder Martin Ou-dn, n'est point un droit des puhum.qu
* font los traitéa. Les rividres intérioures appartiennent exclusivement sux
* rivoraines, et ces puissances ont le droit de permettro ou do prohiber leur navigstion
“gux Drapesux étrangers. A guello époque, & quelle oocssion la France o8 I'Angle-
“ torre ont-clles reconnu comme un principe ls libre navigation des rividres pour toutes
“los puissances du monde, comme I'établissent les traités du 19 et du ﬂm’”

'Bbbh&&hrmdPMmmtmbmm
“Mﬂmm&whw&mmnnhw%:
“olles ont admis quo Ia navigstion du Parsnd et de I'Uruguay doit o'sseujetir
“ uniguoment sux lois ot sux riglementa qu'il plairs A ls République &'émetive.




8

Notwithstanding these concluding words, the Buenos Ayrian go-
vernment has pretended that its protestation does not refuse to se-
knowledge the principle of free river mavigation, but only the right
which the Argentive Confederation had of making these treaties with-
out the concurrence of Buenos Ayres.

The best mode of proving the sincerity of that assertion would be
for Buenos Ayres to accept the treaties of free navigation in principle.
But, not only has it not done so to the present time, but even now
it still leaves in vigour its protestation of the 81st of August, 1853,
wherein it is said that ‘it has not accepted and will never accept the
“ mentioned treaties, and does not recognize any of the obligations
“ which they stipulate.”

§ 4. Solemn protestation of Buenos Ayres against the principle of the
sovereignty of the Argentine people, of which it forme a part.

Could Buenos Ayres protest thus against these treaties, because
they had been concluded without ita concurrence ? By no means,
For this would be to deny to the Argentine nation the sovereign right
of making laws for all the countries which form its territory, or else
(what would be the same thing) it would be to deny the principle of
the sovereignty of the Argentine people. To deny this principle, as
Buenos Ayres has done, to dissimulate its having refused to recognise
the principle of freedom of river navigation, is to cover over a scandalous
act by a more scandalous one. On this score the protestation of Buenos
Ayres, ngainst the validity of the treaties of river freedom made by the
confederation, is a manifesto of disorder and anarchy which deserves the
most serious sttention from foreign governments. It is an suthentic
proof that it represents a revolution merely, and the destruction of all
regular authority.

The following are the words of the protestation, in which it denies
the sovereign authority of the Argentine poople, the only principle of au-
thority and of government admitted in these provineces since they eman-
cipated themselves from the Spanish authority :—* This principle of au-
* thority (the will of the greater number) which is the origin desired to
“be given to the power of the congress and of General Urquiza, over

“ Ainai dono on ne pouvait désigner sous Ia dénomination de principe Ia libre
** pavigation des rividres intérrieures d'un Etat, pour toutes les nations du monde."

Memorandum du Governoment do Buénos Ayres sur les traités conclus par les
Ministres de France, d"Angleterre et des Etats Unis aveo lo général Justo José de
Urquias, touchant la libre navigation des rividres, lo Parand ot I'Uruguay, du 28

. Beptembre, 1863.
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“ Buenos Ayres, is the more odious, that this population and its terri-
“ tory is spoken of as if it was necessary to consider it as a small fraction
“ of the republic's territory, and the vote of which it was not necessary
“ to take into mccount, even in the most important changes. Buenos
“ Ayres in a body will not believe it. It knows and will ever maintain
“ that there is no power on earth which can impose its will upon it, if
* the people has not contributed to its creation, and does not find itself
“ represented in a political body. . e An there is no express
“ compnct, nor political bond, which unites the several provinces into
“ one only moral impersonification, they remain in their natural right,
“ without a government superior to that of each of theam."*

Buenos Ayres calling odious the authority of the greater number
of the Argentines, who form the republic of which it recognises itsell
no small an integral part, and yet denying the existence of any national
bond among its provinees, proclaiming that they remain in their natural
right, without any power superior to the government of each of them,
and maintaining that no power on earth has the right to impose its will
on it, does more harm to the general interest than in denying the prin-
ciple of free river navigation ; since it raises the standard of Filibustry,
and renders impossible the settlement of peace by sttacking radically
every principle of authority and of government.

§5. Buenos Ayres formerly governed the nation by isolating the pro-
vinces.

Buenos Ayres pursues a ealculation of self-interest in this policy
of disorder. It takes an interest in the isolated existence of the Argen-
tine provinces, and in the absence of a common government, so that the
government of its province may fulfil towards them the functions of a
national government, as was the case for forly years, And what took
place during that period P

Although secattered and isolated, from the absence of a common
government for the interior of the country, the Argentine provinces
formed but one republic—the Argentine Republic. All the provinces
were convineced of this. All Argentines considered each other, as they
really are, fellow-citizens. Whether disjoined or organized for an in-
terior governmrent, the republic always needed an exterior representa-
tion. In either case the provinces were obliged to entrust it to the
local government residing in the only external part of the country,
namely, the government of the province of Buenos Ayres.

* Memorandum of the Government of Buenos Ayros, of the 28th of )
1853, addrossed to the foreign governments, prolesting agsinst tho trestios of fres

navigation.
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Acting as the proxy of the governments of the interior, in the
mansgement of foreign policy, the governor of Buenoa Ayres came to
be the representative or agent of SBalts, of Tujui, of Mendoza, of Cor-
dova, and, finally, of all the fourteen Argentine provincea. He was the
ruler of all the provinces in the matter of foreign policy; that ia to say,
in what related to peace and war, to treaties of commerce and navign-
tion, to the establishment and regulation of custom-houses, to the nomi-
nation and reception of diplomatic sgents, &c. In all these branches of
administration the acts of the Governor of Buenos Ayres were obliga-
tory for all the inland provinces.

Now, who elected this deputy of fourteen constituents, and to
whom was this Foreign Secretary of fourteen provinces indebted for
his election? He was chosen by the only province of Buenos Ayres,
without the intervention of any of the other provinces in that election.
Buenos Ayres, then, bestowed on the fourteen provinces their President
for foreign affairs, since it alone elected its governor, the supreme direc-
tor of foreign policy. But who paid this President and his ministers ?
The Custom-bouse revenues of the whole of the ‘provinces, it is true, but
which all flowed into the hands of the Provincial Treasurer of Buonos
Ayres. The coffers of Buenos Ayres engulphed the whole of these na-
tional dues, and Buenos Ayres alone therefore paid this President and his
ministers. And by whom could they be dismissed from office ? Again,
by Buenos Ayres alone; so that the inland provinces, which had no
share in the election of their head for foreign affairs, or control on his
retribution, exercised therefore no sort of influence on him, and could
expect no responsibility whatever either from him or from his ministers.
The same result took place with regard to the provincial legislature of
Buenos Ayres. Elected exclusively by the inhabitants of its province,
it discharged the functions of a national congress, in the matter of
foreign relations, and it approved or annulled international treaties, which
were binding on all the provinces, without the latter having any chance
of intervening in their stipulation, either directly or indirectly.

Such was the immense advantage derived by Buenos Ayres from
the isolation of the Argentine provinces. For, by reason of that isola-
tion, it slone governed them for forty years.

11

§6. The want of union among the provinces gave to Buenos Ayres the power
of* governing them by means of' the colomial laws on navigation, whick
closed all the ports but one.

What were the means by which the isolation or snarchy of the
provinces brought into the hands of the single province of Buenos Ayres
the whole of their external administration ? By the ordinary working
of the Spanish colonial lnws on river navigation. These laws closed all
the Argentine ports to direct foreign commerce, with the exception or
the port of Buenos Ayres. This exception, or colonial privilege, made
of Buenos Ayres the capital or metropolis, of necessity, of all the pro-
vinces,

So as to have the right of representing abroad the other Argentine
provinces, Buenos Ayres professed te be an integral part of the State
of the united or confederated provinces. In fact, without being an
Argentine province, it could not legitimately represent the others.
This is again, even now, its very policy. It preserves ite national
colour, to have a pretext for interference in the family of the pro-
vineces,

To keep from the other proviuces, along with the monopoly of ex-
ternal representation, that of all the Custom-house revenues of direct
foreign commerce, which Buenos Ayres also held, it was necessary that
there should be no general govarnment created directly and immedistely
by the provinces, since the mere existence of such a government would
have stopped all the profits which its absence left to the local govern-
ment of Buenos Ayres.

Therefore, to prevent the ereation of all national Argentine govern-
ment was, for Buenos Ayres, to defend and preserve the national power
and revenues, which it held provisionally because there was no common
government.

The possession of the nstional power and of its resources facilitated
for Buenos Ayres the work of preventing the other provinces, which
were disunited and impoverished, from creating a common national go-
vernment. The provinces tried it several times. They fought for it
sguinst Buenos Ayres. In many domestic treaties of peace, which put
un end to those civil wars, Buenos Ayres promised to co-operate in the
creation of a common government, and in the opening of the river ports
to foreign trade so that this government might receive revenues for its
maintenance. It was the same as promising them that some day or
other it would destroy itself with its own hands. It never fulfilled
those treaties, and the provinces became counvinced that attention to

their compact must be obtained by main force,
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§7. Motives of national interest which Urquiza had to bring about the
Jall of Rosas— Restoration of the cause of Rosas by his suc-
cessors in the local government of Buenos Ayres.— Political object
Jor whioh Buesnox Ayres separated itsolf from the Argentine Con-
Jederation.—By whom has the free navigation of the rivers been
proclaimed, and who is interested in ils preservation !

This was the original object of the war which was declared against
Buenos Ayres, in 1852, by General Urquizn, as the head of a pro-
vince which possessed fine ports for foreign trade, but which were
closed by the policy of Buenos Ayres. Having defeated General Rosas,
governor of that province, Urquiza convened all the others to agree on
the means of creating a general government, and of regulating the navi-
gation of the rivers, as the basis of the existence of that government.
That Convention was signed at San Nicolas de los Arroyos, in May,
1852, by all the governments of the provinces, including that of Buenos
Ayres.

But in June, 1852, Buenos Ayres, as was to be expected, protested
against this preparatory agreement for the constitution of a general
government. Then, and on this nccount, began the opposition, which is
still kept up, between Buenos Ayres and General Urquiza, as head of
the national government.

Notwithstanding that protestation from Buenos Ayres, and its

deliberate withidrawal or separation, the provinces created n genern]
government, relying on the principle of the authority of the majority.
They form, and wreally are, the national majority, since they
contain a million of Argentines; while Buenoa Ayres, with hslf its
population consisting of foreigners, scarcely contains three hundred
thousand inhabitants. As a national majority, the provinces could
certainly legislate for the dissentient minority. Buenos Ayres itself,
in giving birth to the Argentine revolution against Spain, in 1810, pro-
claimed the sovereignty of the Argentine people, composed of the wnited
provinces. In every Federal or Unitarian Constitution, that people has
preserved its identity or individuality of sovereign state, under the name
of Argentine Republic or Confederation. Every one of its laws, either
local or general, is a proof that all the provinces formed one sole
nation. In the many treaties which that nation has made with foreign
nations, Buenos Ayres figures ns an integral province of it. Its
standard, colours, seal, and coat-of-arma (all of which Buenos Ayres
continues to use to this day) belong to the Argentine Republic. To se-
cure to the only Argentine government the means of a fixed and re-
spected existence, and to prevent that the Custom-house revenues of
the provinces, and the exclusive right of representing them abroad,
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should fall again into the hands of the province of Buenos Ayres, it was
necessary to take away from that provinee the monopoly of river navi-
gution, kept up to the detriment of foreign ships. General Urquiza, as
head of the provinces, abolished the colonial laws, which closed the
rivers, by a decree issued on the 28th of August, 1852. He promulgated
this decree in the exercise of the foreign political direction, which had
been entrusted to him by all the provinces, including that of Buenos
Ayres.

On this account, Buenos Ayres had to accept the opening of the
rivers ; but it bhastened to reject the national authority of General
Urquiza, 20 as to prevent the formation of a national government.
Such was the object of its revolution of the 11th of September, 1852.
It thus isolated itself from the other provinces, with the view of pre-
venting them from creating a common government, just as it had done
on several other oceasions.

‘When it held the monopoly of foreign trade, and the revenues of
the customs, it left the other provinces without the resources necessary
to coustitute a national government, whenever it chose to take an
isolated position. But, so that its isolation, on this occasion, might not
produce the same effect, General Urquiza gave an additional extension
to the freedom of river navigation (proclaimed on the 28th of August),
by a new decree, dated on the 3rd of October, 1852, by which he extended
the freedom of nuavigation to foreign ships of war and to mercantile

ships of every size.

§ 8. Buenos Ayrea seoms to adhkere to free river navigation, the better
to combat it. Jta iwolation is an active hostilily against that freo-
dom,

As Buenos Ayres could not closé the ports, which had been opened
by making use of the authority which it had itself delegated to General
Urquiza, it apparently adhered to the opening of the ports of the pro-
vinces, by a provincial law which it passed on the 18th of Oectober, 1852 ;
and in which it declared, as a principle, the expediency (not the right) of
pavigation in the Rio Plata for foreign nations. It is known that the

Rio Plata was open to navigation from the time of the Spaniards.®
This law was a mask to combat with more security the freedom of

navigation, which was the death-blow of the monopoly of Buenos

* See the local law of Buenos Ayres, on the 18th of October, 1852, in the official
edition of ita protestation sguinst the free navigation of the rivers, and in the two edi-
tions of the pamphlet of Befior Balcarce.
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Ayrea. Geuveral Urquiza had proclaimed, not as mere “expediency,”
but as “ a principle of public Argentine Constitutional right,"” the free-
dom of all rivers flowing into the Plata (26th article of the Federal
Constitution).

To render that principle irrevocable and perpetual, and that it
should not remain consigned in a law liable to be suppressed by
another law, General Urquiza introduced it in international treaties,
which he signed with England, France, and the United States, in
July, 1853.

When Buenos Ayres saw that, by that means, the freedom of the
rivers became a real fact, it threw aside the mask of its law of October
upon the freedom of navigation; snd, hardly & year after having issued
it (on the 3lst of August, 1838), it protested *before God and men
“ against the illegnl proceeding of General Urquiza, in the fact of his
“haviog made nnd concluded treaties of navigation, for the rivers of the
“ interior, with the Ministers of England, France, and the United States.”

As, however, the signing nations ratified them, notwithstanding
that protestation, Buenos Ayres protested in another way sgainst the
effects of the said treaties. It separated its river territory, from the
general authority of the nation which had signed them, by means of
the local constitution which it sanctioned on the 11th of April, 1854,
That eonstitution is the code of its own system of anarchy, and a chal-
lenge thrown out agninst the peace of the Argentine provinces. This
is not because it may not possess a provincial constitution ; for in the
organization of the Argentine Republic, for internal government, each
province has a local constitution. Provinces are constituted to maintain
the common constitution ; but that of Buenos Ayres to destroy it.

By that local constitution, Buenos Ayres is, at the same time, *“an
“ integral part of the Argentine Republie, and a sovereign independent
“ state."” Thst is to say, that, to govern the nation, it is an integral part
of it ; but, to obey it, it is an independent State.

The Argentine Confederation protested against that constitution, and
this latter part of it, by a solemn act of its national government, in
November, 1854.

vere lnolated pomition o' Buenos Ayrosis an attack againet (ke order
wel the Lberty of the natio For that prurpose, it eecks the co-opera-
tion of foreign wations, while concealing that oliject to ther wview
Waat se the wnon flor which the snatitution of" @ national goverument

r umpopuia n Burno {yroe?

Such is the meaning of the separation or isolation in which Buenon
Ayren perseveres, with regard to the Argentine provinces. It isa
double protestation, effectively and practically, against the national

vereignty, in virtue of which the majority of Argentines have the
faculty of making laws and treaties, even in bohalf of a dissentient
minority ; and against the prineiple of free navigation of the rivers,
which is to peoplo and eivilize the Argentine provinces, and the vast

and rich territories of inland Ameriea
To secure the trinumph of such s bad policy ; to ro-ostablish the an-

archinl isolation of the provinees, which in other times gave it the power
of ruling them ; and partly to annul the treaties of free navigation, which
have carried off’ its ancient monopolies ; Buenos Ayres seeks for the co-
operation of the foreign nations who have signed them, by deceiving
them with written and pominal promiseos of o liberal character which is
contrary 1o its habitual interests

Let but Eurupe give it the co-operation sfter which it seeks, and it
will only support the disorder, and the opposition, of which its fellow-
countrymen on the Rio Plata have been the viotims for so many yoars,

Those who pretend to expluin the separation of Buenos Ayrea from
its personnl hatred for General Urquiza, naturally deny that interests
of commerce and navigation are the cause of that separation ; and they
give asn proof of it that Urquiza is specially detested by the classes
of the population which bave least to do with commerce and navigation ;
such as the Indios, the youth, and the multitude in general. Thias in
nothing but sophistry

The people of Buenos Ayres do not impose their opivions on the go-
vernment, but receive them from it. What is there called public
opinion, is official opinion

The fair sex is n government instrument, since the time when Riva-
davis suppressed the municipalities, and distributed their attributions
between a military police and o fomale corporation which called itself
a * Society of Beneficonce,” placed, like the police, under the Minister
of the Interior.

The Jocal government, which receives now two millions less of
Costom-house dues, and which can no longer legislate for commeree,
which, for the first time, passes beyond its port, cannot but be sensitive
at such a loss,
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and rovenuoes, now passoed to the hands of

And as such a power
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Aad the DBritish credifors of the Government of
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opposrd the new syatem of the Confoderation 1

s commerce cstablizhed in that pord,

The same reasons for which Buenos Avres resisted the policy of Ge-

influence alno the frionds of Buenoa Ayres who shared

24, :
s hns lost by the work of the man

neral Urquiz
in the munopolics which that provinee
who has given to the nation a general government and a direct com-
meres ; ’ |
The chief rtios among them are the Buropean merchants who
i N parvie 2 4 '
have established firms in the port of Buenos Avres. and the British
by O >3  § ) : )
ereditors of thoe loeal treasury of that provinea. Nothing is more cusy
pposition of suck personn to the new order

of m.mprvh-!urinn than the o
of things, which has deprived them of such advantages, and to the pro-

mwoter of the new situation. For it has taken sway from Bl.n'uua Ayres
the monopoly of the revenues of the Custom-house, with thwh that pro-
vince paid the intereat of its looal debt. It haa also tn'lu-n AWaY fn.nn
the agencies of consigament, at Bucenos A_vu's., half their trade, which
Loes now directly to the n« “l_\'-u;wuml. Argentine ports, ‘
For such porsonns, apaturally, Urquiza must be » wicked ruler, the
enemy both of oivilization nad of "lu_-nn-m ."\yreq. et .

']'im British debt of that proviuge is locnl and .luummp'\l. owing to
the want of foresight of the lenders, wlu:, at the 1.""" when the .laavn
was negotinted, did not take the care of ascertaining clearly the indi-
viduality of their debtor f at first thelr error might be excused from

want of information on the situstion of the country, this uno longer
holds good at present, if it s intended to make the dobt altogethor a
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local one, when it might be changed into a national debt. The pro-
vinco of Buenos Ayres contracted that debt in 1824, when there was
no sort of national government. Later, in the month of December of
the same year, a constituent Congress was convened.

Buenos Ayres borrowed in virtue of a local law, and for local pur-
poses, which are mentioned in that very law ; 'such as, to provide tho
city with water fit to drink—to construct a port for Buenos Ayres
—to form in the south of the province swome colonial settlement, &e.
The very bonds, in their wording, prove the provincial character of
that debt, and the Zimes only re-produces it in ecalling the scrip
of that debt “ Buenos Ayrian Bonds," and not “ Argentine Bonds ;"
just as it speaks of “ Spanish Bonds” for those of that nation, and
not of “ Madrid Bonds ;" or of *“ Brazilian Bonds,” and not of * Bonds
of Rio Janeiro ;" or agnin, of “ Chilinn Bonds” and not of ““ Bonds of
Santiago.”

However local that debt was, it was paid with the revenues which
belonged to all the Argentine provinces, when Buenos Ayres kept
for itself the whole of their custom-house revenue, by means of the
monopoly of direct foreign trade.

In opposition to this, it is objected that Buenos Ayres pays better
at the present time, when it stands isolated, than before, when it was
united to the other provinces and held the monopoly of their foreign
trade. From that fiet some economists conclude that Buenos
Ayres has increased its public revenue, mow that it comes from
two hundred and fifty-thousand inhabitants; while before, it was
produced by a million and a-half. It is exactly as if it was said
of a gambler, that he was wvery rich, because he is seen to put
down a great desal of gold on the table. The debt of Buenos Ayres
is now changed into an ardent political game, in which Buence Ayres
has staked its ancient power, its pride of former metropolis, and all its
local interest of influence annd vanity. To recover the ascendancy
which it has lost, with regard to the nation, it would give its life-blood.
This would be a dead loss for those who would receive it; because
they would lose their debtor, before he had cancelled his debt. Buenos
Ayres thinks to be able to recover the management of the Argentine
diplomacy, by dint of the gold which it gives to its British creditors.
But to raise this gold, it borrows—that is to say, it circulates
“ massignats.”” It pays the interest of one debt with another debt,
and not with actual revenuves. It increases its debt in the same
proportion as its revenues diminish. The British creditors do not
understand this, because the paper money of Buenos Ayres keeps up its
value in spite of the new issue. They do not remark that the paper

money doee not find its way to the London exchange; but remains in
o
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the streets of Buenos Ayres. It is the paper money of a province
where the people have not touched a dollar of silver for the last two
generations, which have grown up in the widst of paper monoy
payments. The butcher, the workman, the man in the streota, who hold
such paper, never inquire if the government revenues, which serve as u
guarantee for it, increase or diminish; and only begin to be aware of

it when bankruptcy shows its terrible aspect.

§11. The former ascendancy of Buonos Ayres cannot be restorod.—The Euro-
pean governments have contributed to remove ity by negociating the
opening of all the Argentine ports.— Permanent opporition, created by
the treaties of free navigation, between the forcign merchants of Buenos
Ayres and their governments.—The only way of overcoming fhat

diffioulty.

Buenos Ayres, its British ereditors and its foreign consignees of all
countries (whose interests are common with it, to s certain extent,)
hope and labour to re-establish, if not in whole at lenst in part, the
situntion which gave for forty years, to Buenos Ayres, the exclusive en-
joyment of foreign commerce and the Custom-house revenue of the
fourteen Argentine provinees. In this hope, the government itself of
Buenos Ayres induces them to present petitions, to obtain from the
British government an indirect support for the isolated position as-
sumed by Buenos Ayres as an hostile tactic against the formation of
any national government. And the most singular part of this is, that
they invoke the interests of peace, to restore a state of things which, as
has been shown previously, consisted in anarchy and civil war, turned to
sccount, and as a menns of government, on the part of Buenos Ayres.

Ts such a scope practicable 7 And can that ever be a solution of the
question which divides Buenos Ayres from the other Argentine pro-
vinces P Ought foreign powers to support such an intention # Could
they allow, or tolerate even, such a solution ? No, fortunately ; for the
first obstacles thercto are the very interest and acts of those foreign
powers.

On the very day that the governments of England, France, and
the United States have signed the treaties of the free navigation of the
rivers flowing into the Plata, they have themselves snatched from the
hands of Buenos Ayres the monopolies of revenue and power, whici
that provinoe held owing to the closing of the other Argentine ports ;
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and as those treaties arve perpetunl, those very governments have made
the loss of the monopolies irrevocable for Buenos Ayrea,

From the ratification of those treaties, the object of British policy
in the Plata is in contradiction with that of the British merchants and
creditors of Buenos Ayres. The same has happened, for the policy of
France and the United States, in the Plata. The native and foreign
population of Buenos Ayres, as well as the British bondholders, com-
plain in vain of General Urquiza. He is not the only servant of the
genernl interest of his country. For there are also to be found, as such,
the Foreign Office, the cabinet of the Tuilleries, and the government of
Washington, who are the parties that have diminished the Custom-
house revenue of Buenos Ayres, the consignments of its merchants,
the traffic of its port, and the guarantee of its British creditors.

The disagreement will only be the greater, from day to day, as the
treatios of free navigation produce all their effects in behalf of the ge-
neral interest of which those treaties are the expression.

The conflict, then, is limited to the private interest of a commaercial
market, in opposition to the general commerce of that same place, and
of many other places which have still to be developed. By signing
the treaties of free navigation, the governments of England, France, and
the United States, have already decided in favour of general interest.
There is no longer the possibility to hesitate. 1If| instead of going on
in that way, they wish to listen to the complaints of the merchants im-
mediately interested in the monopolies of Buenos Ayres, they will be
compelled to earry out two policies diametrically opposed to each other,
which would satisfy neither party.

§12. The only means to satisfly the foreign merchants of Buenos A (yres, are to
break the treaties and to close the Argentine ports.—The Soreign
intoreats, whiok are supposcd to lic at Buenos Ayres, lie on the contrary
in the Confederation.

If it be desired to render a complete service to the foreign subjects
established at Buenos Ayres, there is but one way ; namely, to brealk
the treaties of free river navigation, and to close thus again the Argen-
tine ports, to restore the laws of the Spanish Indies, which gave no
other port to all those provinees than that of Buenos Ayres.

It is only thus that the foreign merchants and creditors of Buenos
Ayres can be seen satisfied.

But, as such a solution is impossible, there is but one legitimate way
of quicting the complainta which are produced by the principle of
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liberty, guaranteed by those treaties, That way consists in subordi-
nating private interests to general interest, by incorporating the in-
terest of Buenos Ayres with the general interest of the Argentine
pation,

The following objection, however, is made sgainst this proposal :—
“ Our chief interests lie in Buenos Ayres, and not in the Confedera-
“ tion. We have great interests, and s large number of subjects, in
“ Buenos Ayres,”” will say, for instance, the governments of England
and France.

However, the assertion is not exact. The greater part of those in-
terests are in reality to be found in the Confederation, of whose pro-
vinces Buenos Ayres continues, even now, to be an intermediste market,
as it ever was ; owing to the working of the colonial laws, but not by its
geographical position. Those who make that objection, take the port for

the market. Buenos Ayrea was the port of the fourteen provinces be-

fore the present time. Its commercial houses made the purchases and
sales of all the provinces, and its produce, in going out of the country
took the name of the port of exportation.

Thus, in England, “ Buenos Ayres hides and copper ™ are spoken of,
just as are quoted in the Plata, “ Linen webs and hardware, of Liver.

“ pool.”

If this had not been the case, Buenos Ayres would not have pro-
tested against the treaties which open the ports of the interior, and
would itself have opened them forty years ago. Since those treaties
have taken away from Buenos Ayres the privilege of calling itself the
Portefio, or Port City, “ par excellence,”” the governments which have
signed them have no other way of compensating their subjects esta-
blished in Buenos Ayres, for the losses which free trade has made them
suffer, than to give them an interest in the well-understood profits of
free trade itself.

Instead of blockading the Argentine ports, as it formerly did,
Buenos Ayres has another means of re-establishing its ancient com-
mercial action relatively to the other provinces ; and that is to construct
a railway which would connect it with them much more effectively than
river steamers,

Instead of pretending that the Custom-house revenue of the fourteen
provinces should return to the management of Buenos Ayres, so that it
may be able to pay its British debt, it would be better to place the debt
to the account of the nation, with whom are, and will more and more
be found the revenues which served as a gunrantee for contracting that
debt, Let the debt be considered to lie where happen to be the re-
venues which acted for it as a basis, instead of drawing the revenue of
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a whole nation to the point where can only be found the debt of a single
province.

How is this to be done? Let Buenos Ayres return with its debt to
the main body of the nation, and then its creditors will hold as debtors
a million and a balf of inhabitants who possess the richest territory of
South America, instead of being, as at present, the creditors of two
bundred and fifty thousand citizens who have placed themselves in o
permanently hostile position relativelr to the whole world.

§18. Zhe vestoration of the National unity of the Argentine Reopublic,
includes the solution of all the points in gueation. Thia solution is
practicable.— Unity is ancient, while division is but recent —For the
present a relative or partial unily iz sufficient.

The ‘“unity of the Argentine mnation’ is then the only sensible
solution of all the difficulties which the foreign commerce of Buenos
Ayres now endures and will continue to endure.

But that such a unity might have its proper effect, it would
be necessary that it should be effected by subordinating the mouth of
the Plata to the control of the countries situated on its tributary rivers,
which contain the greater number of citizens and has consequently the
right of imposing laws on the minority. Thus, justice as well as interest
prescribe that solution. As the freedom of river navigation is the
principle which maintains the existence of the Argentine government,
it is evident that foreign nations, being interested in extending their
commerce into the interior of America by means of that principle,
ought to conour to the equitable placing of the general authority of those
countries in the hands of those who need the development of commerce
and navigation, as sn indispensable condition of existence. That
solution is not impracticable. The restoration of Argentine unity, or
the union of Buenos Ayres with the Confederation, is not a paradox:
far from this; for it i a fact which has existed for ages. What is a
complete novelty, is the division; and a proof that that division is
artificial, is the invincible tendency of both parts to come together
again as they ever were. All will depend on the manner and means
by which the re-union will become effected for the present. It should
not be inferred that it is completely impossible, because it cannot
be effected in a complete and absolute way. The union will become
practicable, if it is limited for the present to the centralising of a fow
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interests which are essentinl for the nationality of the country, leaving
the rest to the gradual working of future policy. Provided the nation
be one and the same, and provided it has “one only government'
for those who come from abroad, it matters little whether its internal
Constitution leaves more or less latitude to the government of Buenos
Ayres. Such a solution is not unprecedented in the history of that
very country. In 1825, and on all the occasions on which the provinces
have led a united existence in the matter of external relations, that
union has been relative, and such ns we have just proposed.

§ 14. The independence of Buenos Ayres wowld not be a solution but a
more seriows complication.

The fact is, that besides such a solution, there is no other. The
independence of Buenos Ayres would not be a solution, but, on
the contrary, an additional complication. It would be to render
perpetual the struggle which at present may be temporary. To form
for Buenos Ayres an independent position, would be to give it a strong-
hold wherefrom to carry on hostilities, with all impuanity, against the
development of the ports and markets which now compete with its own,

and which formerly were asccessory to it. It would be to create at the
mouth of the Plata a permanent fortress against the free navigation of
the rivers of the extensive and rich countries to be found inland
and bordering the banks of the large and numerous tributary streams of
that mighty river. And if the island of Martin Garcia, which on
nccount of its position at the entrance of those rivers, is called ** the
lock of the Plata gates,” was left under the authority of Buenos Ayres,
it would be like placing again the newly liberated river navigation
under the care of its former gaolor, who has been constrained to
surrender it. The key of the Confederation, which is Martin Garcia’s
island, in accordance with the treaties of July, 1853, on the free naviga-
tion of rivers, ought to be plaoced in the bands of those who reside
inland, like the key of every dwelling ; and not to be entrusted to those
who are outside, having an interest in locking up their rivals. No
sort of right is opposed to this, since the Island of Martin Garcin
beléngs to the *“ Argentine Republie,” and not to the Argentine
province of Buenos Ayres; and the Foreign Office holds a demonstra-
tion of this truth, in the Memorandum written on the Falkland Archi-
pelago, in 1882, by Dr. Alcina, who is the present governor of Buenos
Ayres.
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But as Buenos Ayres itself does not demand such an independence,
to conceds it wounld be to grant it what it doea not ask: and the ofli-
vious creators of a new State would be precisely the foreign powers
most interested in avoiding it. Buenos Ayres would aceept absolute
independence in one case only ; namely, when it found itself conquered
by the nation and obliged to obey its authority. For the present, the
independence which it desires would be a kind of loop-hole out of
which it could escape its adversaries to renew its attack at plensure.

The creation of two petty States at the mouth of the Plata, such
as Buenos Ayres and Montevideo, is the surrender to Brazil of the keys
of the navigation of its tributaries, in the same way that it slready
holds those of the Amazon. Uunder the name of an independent State,
Buenos Ayres would become n Brazilinn province,

Urquiza is not the cause of this conflict, nor is his person the
obstacle to the union between Buenos Ayres nnd the other provinces.
His removal from power would not be a solution of the question.
Were an angel from heaven to succeed him in power and to give to the
Argentine Provinces what they require snd desire most, namely, a
national government of their own immediate creation and direct foreign
commerce for all their river ports, Buenos Ayres would see in the
angel himself an obstacle, beeause he would give to the nation a govern-
ment, a commerce and a revenue, which were in the hands of Buenos
Ayres, when the nation existed without a goverument of its own.

Thus, the real obstacle, in the eyes of Buenos Ayres, is the nation
itself, and the right of that nation to administer its government and its
interesta by the medium of all the provinces united, and not by means
of only one of its provinces.

Buenos Ayres is in the position of a guardian who has managed for
many years, as if it was his own, the fortune of wards placed under his
care. The guardian and his sons, who are acoustomed to holding,
enjoying and displaying the fortune of others, have begun to think
themselves more rich than they really are, and strangers have ended in
considering them as the owners of what they administered.

As the day of reckoning arrives, and as he has to restore to its
rightful owners the said patrimony, the guardian tries to put off the
painfnl restoration, and n quarrel brenks out in the house. As there
are no judges to decide the contests between the provinces of the same
country, they have been obliged to do what nations do in such cases;
they have counstituted themselves as judges, and have obtained the
accounts by main force. The guardian and his family have complained
of the means used and of the manner of asking. However, that manner
is pot the most sensitive wound, but the fact of baving Lo restore
the property. Not being able to complain of the odject of the demand
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they complain of its form. But what formula cannot be harsh
when requesting the abandonment of an enjoyment.

That restitution has also sppeared a humiliation inflicted on
the guardian, in the eyes of those who had taken him for the owner of
the property of his wards. The British oreditors of Buenos Ayres are
found smong those deceived. They bad lent to the guardian a million
sterling, blinded by a yearly revenue amounting to an equal sum, which
they saw received. They forgot to ascertain whether that revenue was
the borrower’s own, or belonged to nny body else. It is ouly now that
they know that the annual revenue of a million sterling, on the strength
of which they lent their money, goes off along with the Custom-house
and commerce into the hands of the provinces, who never received that
loan, and are the real owners of the revenue. on the faith of which it
was effected. Then, to put off the settlement of accounts, po that the
guardian may be able to pay his debts, he receives assistance in main-
taining that the wards (i. e. the provinees) are still too young and

ignorant to manage their own property, and that the guardianship of

Buenos Ayres ought to continue.

§15. The presont organization of the Confederation iz indestructible.— It does
not lie in the written congtitution.— It is to be found in the treatics
of froe navigation of the rivers.— Those constitute the veal Argentine
organization.—Any dizorder could not restore to Buonos Ayres its

Jormer ascendancy.

Nevertheless, the guardmanship is ended, and for ever, because
foreign powers have contributed to its baving an irrevoeable termina-
tion, by signing the treaties of free navigation of rivers to forward
general intercsts.

These treaties are the masterwork of General Urquiza. That
monument will outlive his own existence, as an obstacle to the vain
aspirations of Buenos Ayres to destroy it.

The organization which Urquiza has given to the Argentine Con-
federntion is not ephemeral, as is believed by the crowd which knows
not' how to reflect or observe, That organization is not to be found in
tho written constitution; it lies in the treaties of free navigation of
the rivers, which he has signed with the great nations for an indefinite
period. Those treaties are the real new constitution of the Confedera-
tion, just as the former was the laws of the Indies abrogated by them,
and which constituted it previously to the advantage of the supremacy
of Buenos Ayres. Those treatics of free river navigation, which are a
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derogation to the colonial laws, in withdrawing from Buenos Ayres n
great portion of foreign commeree, Custom-house revenues and diplo-
matic power, previously monopolised by that province, and placing it
into the hands of the provinces at large, have made a perpetual and radi-
cal change in the economical and political condition of the whole country ;
that is to say, in its normal and effective constitution, whatever may
be said of its written constitution. By such a dignified way, without
any humiliating protectorate, the Argentine diplomacy has succecded
in having Europe and America as guarantees for ever, in the name of
universal interests, of the existence of the new system of the Argentine
Confederation.

All the efforta of Buenos Ayres to destroy that system will be vain
and useless. The provinces will no longer replace in its hands their
government and their revenues, any more than they will restore them
to the government of Madrid. Buenos Ayres now performs the part
which Spain took in the war of Independence. 1t will lose ita time and
money in attempting to restore s domination for ever ended by the
mere force of events,

Annrchy can again exist in the provinces, especially if care ia taken
to foment and encourage it ; but the ascendancy of Buenos Ayres will
not return for all that. When the provinces were isolated and block-
aded, (that is to say, deprived of all direct foreign commerce,) their
anarchy brought the whole national power into the hands of Buenos
Ayres, because, as the only port of all the provinces at that time, it
took from them, owing to that advantage, the whole of the Custom-
house revenue, and kept it in virtue of the state of mutual isolstion.
But now that the provinces have experienced what they are capable of,
and what value they acquire when constituted as a national corporation,
and have become nequainted with and enjoy direct foreign trade, their
anarchy would produce no sort of profit to Buenos Ayres ; because, in
spite of any political disorder, commerce, nlong with the Custom-house
revenue which it produces, would always find its way into the new ports, -
taking advantage of the water carringe which takes it to its final destina-
tion, and would not stop at Buenos Ayres as formerly.

§16. Tb refuse to acknowledge roformae, made in the intereet of civilization,
is Lo encourage in America the old prejudices against Ewrope.

If the Buenos Ayrians may have some excuse for opposing the man
who has created the new order of things, on account of his having
deprived them of usurped advantages; the foreign traderas and the




20

British ereditors of Buenos Ayres can have none, when they pretend

that Urquiza is o leader without worth, When the press and political

world in Europe makes itself the echo of such injustice, they deeply

injure their own interests in the New World, Burope and foreign

nations have never received, from any South-American leader, the

sorvices which General Urquiza has rendered to the eause of its com-

merce in the New World, and to that of civilization at large. San

Martin, Bolivar and others, created the independence of South

America; bnt they left it under the rule of the colonial “laws of
*“ the Indies,”” which struck independence with sterility. The first man

who undertook to derogate from these laws, for the sake of the chief
interests of Europe in South America—such as navigation, commerce,

freedom of worship, immigreation, and the civil rights of foreigners
~in General Urguiza. Other statesmen had introduced reforms on

those subjects. Those which he has carried out have been declared

na the fundamental laws of the Confederation and inserted in the
Constitution of the country, By such an act, General Urquiza has
introduced a change, in South American public law, equal in importance
to that made by its independence. He hbns neither written nor
proclnimed it hypocritically. He was the very first to seek and find
guarantees to make it irrevocable, by signing with foreign powers
trenties which make o * complete right” of their subjects whatever
¢ivil guarantees are granted by the Constitution to the inhabitants of
the country. Those treaties exist as a fact, and are not mere newspaper
schemes, In the spave of six years, General Urquiza has signed more
treaties of this kind, than the whole of Spanish Ameriea in ten
years' time. For forty years Buenos Ayres held in hand the exterior
policy of the provinces, and in the whole of that period it only signed
one single treaty of navigation and commerce. This was the treaty
made with England in 1825, By that treaty it secures ite privileges
by appearing to serve commercial freedom. For, while the first article
opened the trade of the Argentine provinces to England, the second
article admitted its ships only in the ports qualified by the laws of the
country for the admission of foreign flags; and those laws were
precisely the colonial * laws of the Indies.” It is notorious that thoso
Iaws closed all Argentine ports to foreign tinde, with the exception of
Buenos Ayres; so that the commercial freedom granted to England
was an illusion. England could trade freely with the whole Argentine
Confederation, provided it did not do so by means of the navigation of
the rivers. And as the country has no other ways of inland intercourse
than its rivers, the closing them to foreign ships made all foreign trade
impossible with any other point than Buenos Ayres; in other words,
it reduced Buropean commerce in those couuntries to a tenth part
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of what it might be, in proportion to the population, and to the
extent and richness of its soil.

General Urquiza, in opening all the Argentine river porta. to
England and the world, by the treaties of 1853, has turned into
a reality the nominal freedom which Buenos Ayres hu'i grunted to
European commerce. To refuse to recognize such a merit in General
Urquiza, is to encourage the policy of those who have governed South
America with the principles and spirit of Dr. Francia, of General
Lopez in Paraguay, of General Rosas in Buenos Ayres, of General

Belen in Bolivia, of General Monagas in Venezuela, &eo.

§17. A way of opposing the free navigation of the rivers,is to deny their

navigablenoss.

Another way used to diminish the importance of the service rendered
to Buropean nations by General Urquiza, has been to represent 't.ho
proclaimed freedom of river navigation as useless to them, by -prfndmg
the report that the tributary streams of the Plata are not navigable.
This is being done st present by the Buenos Ayrians and those friends
of theirs in Burope who are interested in their monopolies. It is,
however, too late. Buenos Ayres itself has published the best docu-
mentary evidence of the navigableness of those rivers, during the time
that it boasted of them ns its patrimony. Recent explorations, and
the river-charts given to the public by the British Admiralty and
by the Washington government, leave not the least doubt om the
fact that the navigation of those rivers is not only pouible,. !)ut
also very easy and of great extent, and is an immense scquisition
for the commerce of the world.

The best additional answer to those who deny the navigablenesa
of the tributary rivers of the Plata, would be that afforded by the
fact of its actual operation. * El Rosario,” s town of 24000
inhabitants at present, and the largest of the whole Confederation,
after Buenos Ayres, has grown aup, in six years'time, owing exc.zlu-
sively to the freedom of river navigation, which the monopolists
represent as impracticable because it is hateful to them. Proper self-
respect prevents us from reprinting the insults and epithets .boct_owod
by the British Packet, a newspaper of Buenos Ayres, which is an
organ of its commerce, in an article entitled * Stupendous Infamy,”
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against the treaties of river pavigation and against its negociators,
Sir Charles Hotham and the Chevalier de Saint Georges; and published
as the very first notice which came to Buenos Ayres of the treaty being
concluded.*

If the ocean shipe never had passed, previously to that time, beyond
the island of Martin Garcia, it was not because the tributary rivers of
the Plata (at the entrance of which the island is placed) were not na-
vigable for such ships ; but because the Spanish colopial laws, which
closed them against every foreign flag, obliged them to stop at Buenos
Ayres or Montevideo, at the entrance of the Plata. Those laws
characterised as an gffemce the act of going beyond those privileged
ports, and punished with confiscation the foreign ship which so passed
on. Under such n legislation as this, the monopolist commerce of
Buenos Ayres was created and organised.

What was the mere effect of a law, is now sttributed to the nature
and geographical position of Buenos Ayres. That position, however,
did not prevent the navigation of the Plata from being called, at the
beginning of this century, *“the hell of navigators,” by the Spanish
sailors, who had begun to undertake it. The want of experience, which
made the approach of the coast of Buenos Ayres so terrible, is what
makes, at present, against the navigation of the Parand. But the
waters which have been the scene of the battles of Obligado and of
Tonelero, between floets which were able to manmuvre just as well as in

the open sea, will be shortly as well known and as frequented by foreign
flags as the waters of the Plata itself.

§ 18. The only just and uscful object of policy for foreign powers in the
Plata.

As soon as the motive which keeps Buenos Ayres separated
from the rest of the Confederation is known, and that it is also known
that that motive is not a personal one, except in so far that General
Urquiza represents an order of things which has put an end to the
hateful monopolies which Buenos Ayres kept up for forty years; when
it in known, moreover, that that separation is a tactic which Buenos
Ayres always adopted to prevent the creation of a National govern-

® Boe the British Packet of Buenos Ayres, August the 6th, 1863,
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ment, so as to continue to handle the attributions and revenues of that
national power, which it succeeded in doing for forty years; and when
it is also known what wns the use made by Buenos Ayres of that
asuthority, to prevent the navigation of the rivers by foreign nations, so
that the direct foreign trade of the fourteen provinces should be earried
on by its own port only, and to take exclusively for itself the custom-
house revenue of all the others ; it is easy to know for the support of
what party ought to be made to work the mediations, interventions and
even the neutrality of foreign governmenta in the Rio de In Plata.

To be useful and just, their policy ought to have no other object
than to induce Buenos Ayres, directly or indirectly, to abandon its iso-
lated position ; that is to say, first, that it should cease to oppose the
institution of s national government, of which great need exists for the
maintenance of peace in the provinces; secondly, that it should recog-
nise and respect the sovereignty of the Argentine nation as a superior
authority to its provincial government, conformably to the principle of
authority which Buenos Ayres itself proclaimed,in the name of the
people of the United Provinces, at the time of the destruction of
the authority of Spain in 1810; thirdly, that it shoold adhere to,
and accept, the treaties which, in the exercise of that authority, have
been signed by the majority of the nation to make irrevocable and
perpetual the principle of the free navigation of the rivers, by mesns
of which all Argentine ports can henceforward carry on direct trade
with foreign ports, which formerly was carried on exclusively by Buenos
Ayres, thanks to the hateful closing of the rivers.

It is only thus, that the exertions of European governments can have
for result the re-establishment of the integrity of the Argentine nation,
in which is contained the solution of all the internal and external
questions of that country.

If, on the contrary, the governments of Europe, instead of inducing
Buenos Ayres to give to the nation what belongs to it, pretend to
induce the nation to leave things as they are—that is to say, to
leave in the possession of Buenos Ayres what belongs to all the
Provinces—the result of their efforts will be, if they suceeed,
the final division of the Argentine Republic into two rival nations:
namely, Buenos Ayres and the Confederation. The rivalry of interests,
which has oceasioned the question, would keep up the hostilities, after
the division was sanctioned ; and e¢ivil war, which before was an scci-
dent, would remain organised in institutiong of a morbid character.

If the origin of the present division Isy in personal rivalry, by
dividing the parties into two independent States, peace would be
cstablished. But the division of Buenos Ayres from the other Pro-



http://JJriti.sk

30

vinces has its source in the state of thinge, instead of the choice
of persons. 1t is a rivalry of localities and not of individuals, That is
the renson why men succeed each other, but the rivalry remains, Thus
has Alcina, when placed in the position of Rosas, defended the same
cause ns Rosas : namely, the propensity of the old * port” to absorb
the vitality of the whole nation. The remedy for the evil does not
consist in dividing what was always united ; but in re-organising union
by distributing equally, between the two parties, the benefita of the
wealth and power which have been monopolised by only one of them.

Happily, the remedy of the evil is practicable, because the evil does
not exist in the physical but in the artificial order of things which the
Spanish colonial laws bestowed upon the interests of different localities
of the country. What has been the work of laws and of policy can be
corrected by them.

The Argentine contest and division lies between the interests of the
countries situated at the mouth of the Plata, and the interests of
the countries situated along its tributary rivers. The Spanish colonial
laws ereated that contest. By giving to the former, to the exclusion of
the latter, the whole enjoyment of direct commerce with Europe, which
was the source, for these desert countries, of their population, their
wealth and their agriculture; the “laws of the Indies left there the
germs of their present contests. To create that inequality, it was suffi-
cient for the Spanish laws to close the river ports of the interior
against foreign trade, and to except from the prohibition Buenos
Ayres and Montevideo, situated at the mouth of the Plata,

Spain did not make such laws for this colony, with the object
of creating such a difficulty, but to be able to monopolise herself
its commerce, snd to exclude from it the other nations of Burope.
Hence, however, arose the supremacy of the ports of Montevideo and
of Buenos Ayres over those of the Provinces, situated in the interior of
the country through which flow the tributary rivers of the Plata,
namely : the Paranid and the Uraquay.

But the treaties of free river navigation derogating to the *‘laws of
the Indies,” and giving to all the Argentine ports, in an equal propor-
tion, all the enjoyments of direct free trade with all the world, have
served the interests of the provinces which were excluded from that
trade, and have annoyed the countries at the mouth of the Plata, which
carried on this monopoly. Hence, the opposition of Buenoa Ayres to
to the treaties against which it protests, and the tacit opposition of
Montevideo to these same treaties, to which she has refused to this day

to become a party.
Forwarding thus the cause of justice in the distribution of wealth
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and power, these treaties have prepared the only possible solution of
the question which divides the Argentine conntries. At present, there
ia only need of developing their consequences, and, far from leaving
Buenos Ayres and Montevideo out of the range of these treaties, as
they hold themselves for the present, they ought to be induced to sc-
cept them as the only way of reconciling rival interesta.

The independence of Buenos Ayres would not cause its commercial
and political rivalry to cease., Thanks to its independence, it would
develope it with more energy; and then there would be less facility
to conciliate its interest with that of the provinces, on sccount of that
very independence; because it is much more easy to unite the
interests of two rival provinces, than those of two independent
nations placed in an antagonistic position. The independence of
Buenos Ayres would render irremediable the evil of its division
from the other provinces; just as is the case with Monte-
video, the absolute independence of which, with regard to the Argen-
tine Republic renders incurable its commercial antagonism towards
the provinces of that Republic; for no treaty has been made, or can
ever be made which will concilinte the opposing interests of its port
with those of the Argentine river ports, as a common Constitution

could have done.

§19. The dasis of' a treaty offered by Buenos Ayres to the Minister of the
United States, as a wmediator, are not bases of" union, but of" per-

manent division.

These bases deserve to be reproduced here textually, as the best
corroborating document of the truth which we have set down in this
pamphlet. They are as follows :—

1. Each of the contracting parties recognises ‘‘ national integrity"

as the principal object of all arrangement ; that is to say, the definitive
union of the fourteen Argentine Provinces under a common govern-
ment.
2. To facilitate and bring within reach the attainment of that object,
the present President of the Confederation will, ns soon as the present
bases are signed, make the patriotic sacrifice of withdrawing completely,
and for six years at least, from political life ; the actual respective order
remaining, in other regards, as it is both in Buenos Ayres and in the Con-
foderation ; but it being understood that the sfefu guo created by the
treaties of 18564 and 1850, remains re-established in all its parts.

3. The present constitution of the confederation shall be revised and
modified after the deluy which it establishes ; that is to say, after the
lst of Muy, 1863 ; and as soon as the state or order of things will be

——
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then established, the sfatw guo, mentioned in basis the second, shall

cease.
4. The deputies of Buenos Ayres shall concur in the revinion of the
actual constitution, by doing it in the form and place which the two
parties shall agree upon by meauns of a convention ed Aoe, which must
be made six months before the Ist of May, 1863.

5. The said efatu guo of 18564 and 1855, shall be guaranteed by the
government of the United States ; at any rate with regard to the part
relating to commercial franchises and liberties.

(Signed) Darnnacro Venez Samnsvizip.®

® Theso basos baving been objected to by the Minister of the United States, as =
medintor, Buenos Ayres has withdrawn them, and has roplaced them all by the
follosing 1=

“ As soon as General Urquiza withdraws from public life the State of Buenos
Ayres will concur to form o national convention, to revise the constitution of the Ar-
gentine confederation of May the lat, 1853, s0 as to join itself sgain to the other
Argontine provinces under a common law."

As the confederation owes, st present, its publio existence to General Urquizs,
and as be is the man best able to maintain the order of things which it has constituted
under his influence, the retirement of that chief would have as o natural result, the ro-
turn of the provinces to their former state of mutual isolation and decomposition.
And as that is exactly what Buenos Ayres longs for, the basis which it has presented
on the 10th of August (namely, the withdrawal of General Urquizs) will not fail to
bring about the result for which it secks ; in other words, the decomposition of the

national government.
According to that, this proposal is equivalent to an evasion or total abandonment

of any thought of union for the present.

In fact, if the Argentine provinces consentod to exclude from the administration
of their public affairs the man who has freed them from the dominstion of Rosas,
and who has given them a constitution, a free commerce with Europe, international
treatios, and direct and regular diplomatic relations, the world might justly think that
the Argentines were wanting in right feeling, and that they sre the most disloyal and
unfortunate people on carth,

The same opinion would not be formed, if, on the contrary, a demand was made
to separate Dr, Alcina snd his entowrage from the Buenos Ayrian administration, as
a means of re-establishing the unity of the nation.

The Argentine Republic owes no sort of known service to Dr. Alcina. Al his
patriotism consists in loving the pr of B Ayros,

In anything but a patriotio spirit, Dr. Alcina has divided the Republic by iso-
Isting Buenos Ayres, since the revolution of September the 11th, 18562 ; and nothing
would be more natural than to remove from power the author of that separation, as
the best means of re.establishing the union which he has destroyed.

The removal of Dr. Alcins would leave only 8 provinee without its present head ;
while that of Urquiza would deprive of their Governor thirteon provinces, or rather
a whole nation,

The retirement of Alcina would leave a bad cause without a chief, since Alcina
reprosents now the true cause of Rosas, which consists essentially in  prevent-

" $ !
3 , ' " 4 g 5> e |
©F lution 4 e question

8 Avres from the o the provineos [t would

soulrarv. th v ny 4 ss -
Sor )'”, I noenan l'l.l' ngr it vl or, st anv rats to solve ”"‘»

' » be the : J 3
agither be the s of preparing tha! solution It would be: on
"
-

n 14 ut of nh ounEry, and wot by its uuion
Y byes p X
wWould be a promise of union for the future (Lnaus th

ondition of remaining w parated for the pressut (hasis

! the kind made previously botw
Avros and the provinces, wxson wns the ostensible object
: A

the real end in view

the treaty recently p wed s the exproesion of the traditional
pohey of Buenos A res, for the Lt "I‘l'l'l yoars, towards i Argenti )
;'»r-:\ 100S, It 18 the resumé of tho troaties of 1822, 1831 l‘;:l ‘. |
ISH5 In all these domestie « mpaects or conventions, concelud mi o1 .(’“
proposal of Bu a Ayres as o means of solvinge t'u. CELT ;v.v- o ‘x *
that debafed atl present (which is as old as the rm:l-xf« " 'u-;r‘vm‘ .“~ I.I ]
":.v object was to divide the Ropublic into two parties n.'- 1ely (‘h
suenos Ayvres, on ono side, and that of the Provinees e
the former was Lo govern, nad the latter wus Lo accopt o hut the form.
i ‘y'..!i:.lnl it particapation Bucnos Avyres performed the firet \(
for forty yvears ; the provinces, and that io: Lo sav the wation '-'l
tho lattoer 2 il oo
- Nalea 2k —a 1 s
s o pnsoded £ gy g s
A < : ' 10 it ing OO TES T ol
promised union nt a fature time "'.lll'f-l":ul\l“:'C‘: ".\-~‘7~‘“'l1 "!‘rl‘; “h;“ :
my 'r\!:nl\ ly, if that union gave il the power \\{v|c~" it n--".-;lo‘. ‘“."_":;j:.l
4“‘!!..‘( sense, it s mincere when it enys that it desires hlln‘l'l .' .v"‘l
quires .)“!.‘ to be added—that il wishos to unite the nation { H.u:
provinoee, ‘m*:. nd of uniting the province to the nation; that is to »
to subordioate the national Argentine sovercignty to Ih‘r 80\ .’-r;'nr.' "‘.‘:
,?’u' I‘!‘n\i'_'l"‘ of Buonos Ayros, and not vice vr;a:i.' It is ““l'(”'”1'-“"""-"_”.‘
!;‘t-u lgm' ml:' over the Union, to be the Capital of the Confeds -;-'ul‘m"”
i oderal Constitution, which it rejoots at pros n W 1¢ .
The third article of the (‘unnn!nliu'l" which i"llj!w: Il‘l--'gxl\';‘l"\‘i} 1‘" g rf‘“L
“The authorities who carry on the Federal (‘vm'ernn;cm '.a--:-":-m::.l{‘;
“town of Buenos Ayres, which is declared the capital of Il o Oou
* fedoration by a special law.' st
Buenos ,A:' res profers to be the metropolis of thirteen colonies
than to be the eapital of thirteen provinees «.--ln-\l to itself. )-;nr' :‘..:—v\:

ing the ereation of & national government, as a means of dominstion over t}
] Ly W
provinces, in consequence of their disusion and mutual isolstion ik

o hoe

L

Wl




32

then established, the sfatu guo, mentioned in basis the second, shall
cease.

4. The deputies of Buenos Ayres shall concur in the revision of the
actual constitution, by doing it in the form and place which the two
parties shall agree upon by means of a convention ad koe, which must

be made six months before the 1st of May, 1863,
5. The said statw quo of 1854 and 1855, shall be guaranteed by the

government of the United States ; at any rate with regard to the part
relating to commercial franchises and liberties.
(Signed) Datmacro VerLez SamsrizLp.®

® These bases having been objected to by the Minister of the United States, an =
mediator, Buenos Ayres has withdrawn them, and has replaced them all by the
folloming 1=—

» As soon as General Urquiza withdraws from publio lifo the State of Buenoa
Ayres will concur to form a national convention, to revise the constitution of the Ar-
geatine confederation of May the lst, 1808, s0 as to join iteelf again to the other
Argentine provinces under & common law."

As the confederation owes, at present, its public existence to General Urquiza,
and sa he is the man best able to maintain the order of things which it has constituted
under his influenve, the retirement of that chief would have ss a natural result, tho re-
turn of the provincos to their former stato of mutual isolation and decomposition.
And as thst is exaotly what Buenos Ayres longs for, the basis which it has presented
on the 10th of August (namely, the withdrawal of General Urquizs) will not fail to
bring about the result for which it secks ; in other words, the decomposition of the

national government,
According to that, this proposal is equivalent to an evasion or total abandonment

of any thought of union for the present.

In faot, if the Argentine provinces consented to exclude from the administration
of their public affkirs the muan who has froed them from the dominstion of Rosas,
and who has given them a constitution, s free commerce with Europe, international
troaties, and direct and regular diplomatic relations, the world might justly think thst
the Argentines were wanting in right feeling, and that they are the most disloyal and
unfortunate people on earth.

The same opinion would not bo formed, if, on the contrary, a demand was made
to separate Dr. Alcina snd his enfonrage from the Buenos Ayrian administration, as

a means of re-establishing the unity of tho nation.
The Argentine Republic owes no sort of known service to Dr. Aleina. Al his

pstriotism consists in loving the provisce of Buenos Ayres.

In nanything but s patriotio spirit, Dr. Alcina has divided the Republic by iso-
lating Bumos Ayres, since the revolution of September the 11th, 18562 ; and nothing
would be more natural than to remove from power the author of that separation, ss
the bost means of re-establishing the union which he has destroyed.

The removal of Dr, Alcine would leave only a province without its present head ;
while that of Urquiza would deprive of their Governor thirteen provinoces, or rather
n whole nation.

The retirement of Alcina would leave a bad cause without a chief, since Alcina
ropresents nmow the true cause of Rosas, which consists essentially in prevent-
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years it governed the ) without their talung any part n their
ywa governmoot with re oreign atlair To obtain this, Buenos
Avios always remasined out of the community, [t acceptad the union
:\.- a promise, and it required division as o proliminsry condition; so
that, to.arrive at union, it began by keeping it at a distance. This is
Busnos Ayres actually pretonds presont, and its last project of
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Buenos Ayvres could have no title to ropresent and goveorn tho Argen-

wtito B

-

roverned by them, nl o distane
o’ nmion or constitution whiol COm
ting the majority ; and, instoad, 1t proj ; ! arnt
8 future union, wineh it does not desin L ! Ltreatics

two gove

| 18553 which divided the Argentin
and two difforont countries. 16 1s precisely it wo troaties that be
m of distinguishing between Buenos Avres and the
matadoration
On those compacts of 1 dismem barmoe: ) c¢h Buonos Avres an

oSn f ' nd which it Yanis to

pulle by invading the

now) rest e p e ; Ayres to have

without
that w

a to tnko o I ni On the one

;H-\Ifl-‘ | colomring,
|

ich Buesnos Ayres

side. to belong to the Argentine ustion, to have the right of interforing
in its affairs and representing it abroad ; and, on the other, to abstain
from being o party to the ercation of a national government, to have »
pretext for disregarding and eluding its asuthority Thin is to live as
a Ntate in a State, 80 as pot Lo receive the law from the Argentine

people, and not to be governed by o mngority of et

|

ellow.mtizrens, und
«0 that the laws which Boenos \_'. » oboave bo made exclusively h:.
Partehos (the port men) but naver 'l-_v 2 majorky of the citizens of the
nation,—that is to say, by Argentines

With a foot inside the house and another in the street, Buonos
Ayres wishes to bo Argentine, when the question is to govern tho pro-
vinces, and foreign, if it is required to obey the majority of Argentinoes
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In fact ' in Buenos Ayres, has any idea of the being
Ltwo A roent ) ! twi nations with 18 sam L LIS Ll Nimo
colours, the sameo coat [ arme, the same seal, and the childron of whom
wre follow-countrymas il citizons That is the reason why Buenos
Avros does not sl 2 A% wtion ;' 1t enlls itsell a “ State, s Niale
of o Conf stion, w 'h mocepts or } , wl WONA OF iNCronses
ROCOr L Ls at tho d O el of other provinees

t invokes the foderal system Lo justify 1 an attitude it the ronrs
' .

sontative of the first Confederation in the world, has just told it, that

as o State of the Argentine Confederation, at the head of which it Intely

fnl‘:’(‘lll':'ti an uch before other nations, it ought to entrust external
poliey to the Government which represents the majority of the Union,
instend of pretending that the whols Union of the Provinces should

entrust its external policy to the Provincial authority of Buenos Ayres

The latter pr ension 1= a denial of all prine E'I f nationnl existenes
and suthority. Unfortunately, that is the ground on which Buenos
Ayros takes its stand

" Buenos Ayres destroyed the authority of Spain, in 1810, and pr
elaimed, sa o principle of national authority, the sovereignty of the Ar-
gentiy prle Buenos Ayres, im undertaking that revolution,
M ILO » the world that the people of the United Provinces of the
Rio de 1a Plata was arrived at its state of manhood, and that it could
govern itsolf Novortheless at the preoscut day, after half a century, it
refuses to acknowledge the sovereign o writy of the Argentin poople
which it proclaimed, and it declares, like another GQuatemala, * that it
PUCOOTILANS n enrth, no other .'\‘l?!l-'l""\ s superor to that of ite P

et

Buenos Ayros, then, in accordance with this, in the isolated position
which it has assumed, represents mere disorder, the rejoction of all
principle of national authority, the absence of all regular national go-
wernment ; in o word, the principle of the dissolution of the Argontine
“l']nl!n“.',

To support this policy of perdition, Buenos Ayres secks or solicits
the indirect co.operation of tho foreign nations which are materially
interentad in secing secured the peace of the Plata countries! To find
peace in that way would be, for those nations, to obtain a peace cutab-
Jished by miracle, s peace fullon from Heaven ; instead of its being, as it
is overy where olse, peace as a work of the authority of a Nation.

D, Lawn, Prister, &3, Laob's Condwt Steent, W.C




