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The S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t s r e p l y i s not very h e l p f u l 

as i t g i v e s no answer a t a l l t o one o f our q u e s t i o n s | i . e . 

what v e s s e l s would be regarded by the United S t a t e s a u t h o r ­

i t i e s as a s s i m i l a t e d t o warsh ips i n the mat te r o f r e f u e l i n g -

and i t r e t u r n s a very evas i ve answer t o the o t h e r . What 

we were t r y i n g t o f i n d out was whether the United s t a t e s 

had decided that i n a p p l y i n g A r t i c l e XIX o f the Hague 

Convent ion , they would be guided by the r u l e a p p a r e n t l y 

l a i d down f o r the Panama Canal t ha t b e l l i g e r e n t s h i p s 

shou ld o n l y be g iven s u f f i c i e n t f u e l t o enable them 

t o reach the next por t open to them f o r r e f u e l i n g . The 

S t a t e Department have evaded t h i s q u e s t i o n , and have made 

no r e f e r e n c e a t a l l t o the Panama Canal r u l e . I n s t e a d , 

they have o n l y t o l d us t h a t " i t i s presumed" that r u l e s 

"ana lagous" t o those l a i d down in A r t i c l e XIX o f the Hague 

Convent ion w i l l be f o l l o w e d . Unless o f course we know 

what i s meant by "ana lagous" t h i s does not get us any 

f u r t h e r . 

However, the p o s i t i o n presumably i s e i t h e r t h a t 

t h e United S t a t e s a u t h o r i t i e s have i n f a c t not mafle up 

t h e i r minds what a c t i o n they w i l l t ake i n the mat te r o r 

t ha t they do not wish to say any th ing now whichmLght 

impa i r t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s and the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s d i s c r e t i o n 

l a t e r on. In e i t h e r case we are not l i k e l y t o get any th ing 

more d e f i n i t e out o f them by r e v e r t i n g t o the mat ter and 

i t i s t o be hoped tha t t h e Fore ign O f f i c e w i l l r e a l i s e t h i s . 
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