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The Fonourable
Cordel 1 Hull,

from His Najesty's Principal Secretary of State
for Forelgn Affairs to inform you that the
following declaration has been made on behalf of
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom
and the French Goverumenti=-

)i The Governments of the United
"Kingdom and France solemnly and publicly
"affirm their 1intention should a war be
"foreed upon them to conduct hostilitles
"with a firm desire to spare the civilian
"population and %o preserve in every way
"poasible those monuments of human achleve-
"ment which are treasured in all civilized
"eountries. In this epirit they have
"welocomed with deep satisfaction President
"HRoosevelt's appeal on the subjeet of
"bombing from the alr. Fully sympathising
"with the humaniterian sentiments by
"which that appeal was inspired they have
"peplied to 1t 1n similar terms. They had
"indeed some time ago sent explicit
"instructions to the commanders of thelr
"armed forces prohibiting the bombardment
“whether from the air, or the sea, or by

"a ptillery/

Secretary of State of the United States,
Washington, D.C.



‘IM iﬂm &Iﬂi w m m no
sletly defined military importance; in
'wcuw large urben aveas situated
"outside the bhattle sone. They will further-
"more make every offoit to avold the
"destruction of locelities or buildings
"which ere of velue to civilisetion. As
"pogards the use of navel forces, inoluding
"submarines, the two governments willa bide

"gtriotly by the yules laild down in the
"gubmarine protocol of 1936 which have been
"accepted by nearly all civilized nations.
"Further they will only employ thelr eircraft
"egalnsk merchant shipping at sea in conformity
"with the recognised Mmlee appllcable to the
"exercige of meritime belligerent rights by
"warships. Finally, the two allied governments
"yeaffirm thelr Intention to abide by the
"terme of ths Geneva Protocol of 1925 proe
"hibiting the use 1o war of asphyxiating or

"poligonous or other gases and of bactericlogical
"methoda of warfare.

" &n enquiry will be addressed to the
"German Government as to whether they are

"prepared to give an assurance to the same
"effect.
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"ments of the Uiited Kingdow and Pranse
"have thus imposed on the operations of
"thelr armed forces these govermments reserve
"the right to take all suoh action as they

"may consider appropriate”.

I bave the honcur to be,
with the highest consideration,
&ir,
Your most obedient,
humble servant,

(835, LOTHIAN,




