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The attached aide-memoire was handed to me by 
Dr. Hornbeck today* In giving me the document he made 
certain remarks which are summarised in the attached draft 
to the F«0« As regards Dr. Hornbeck*s f i r s t point -
secrecy - I told him that I f e l t sure that the State 
Dept. need have no anxiety on this score. We for our part 
were equally anxious that the contents of our communication 
to the State. Dept. should be kept secret and i t was 
obviously in everyone's interest that the Japanese should 
have no knowledge of these communications* 

A f ter / 

[QVEH 



A f t e r g i v i n g ^ t h e n o t e , D r . H o r n b e c k s a i d t h a t h e 

t h o u g h t h e o u g h t t o c a l l o u r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t t h a t 

d u r i n g t h e l a s t f e w d a y s t h e S t a t e D e p t . had r e c e i v e d a 

r e p o r t f r o m t h e i r p e o p l e i n C h i n a t h a t t h e B r i t i s h and 

F r e n c h m a r i n e s had b e e n w i t h d r a w n f r o m Araoy. H i t h e r t o , 

D r . H o r n b e c k s a i d , t h e r e h a d b e e n an u n d e r s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n 

u s and t h e A m e r i c a n s t h a t n e i t h e r o f u s s h o u l d a l t e r t h e 

d i s p o s i t i o n s o f o u r f o r c e s i n C h i n a w i t h o u t g i v i n g p r e v i o u s 

w a r n i n g t o t h e o t h e r . Up t i l l n o w , t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g h a d 

b e e n f a i t h f u l l y o b s e r v e d b y b o t h s i d e s b u t i n t h i s c a s e 

no p r e v i o u s w a r n i n g had b e e n g i v e n t o t h e A m e r i c a n s o f o u r 

i n t e n t i o n t o move t h e s e m a r i n e s f r o m Amoy . D r . H o r n b e c k 

wen t on t o s a y t h a t he q u i t e a p p r e c i a t e d t h a t o u r a c t i o n h a d 

n o doub t had t o b e t a k e n i n a g r e a t h u r r y on a c c o u n t o f 

E u r o p e a n d e v e l o p m e n t s and h e was n o t m a k i n g a n y c o m p l a i n t * 

He d i d , h o w e v e r , w i s h t o c a l l o u r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e m a t t e r 

s i n c e he t h o u g h t i t h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e t h a t t h e u n d e r t a k i n g 

s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o b e o b s e r v e d i n t h e f u t u r e . 

I t o l d D r . H o r n b e c k t h a t we h a d no i n f o r m a t i o n on 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r m a t t e r b u t t h a t . 1 f e l t s u r e t h a t o u r f a i l u r e 

t o g i v e a n y p r e v i o u s w a r n i n g t o t h e U . S . a u t h o r i t i e s w a s 

due s o l e l y t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e move h a d t o b e c a r r i e d o u t 

on s h o r t n o t i c e o w i n g t o t h e w a r . 

I t m i g h t p e r h a p s b e ' w o r t h w h i l e l e t t i n g t h e P . O . 

know b y b a g o f D r . H o r n b e c k * s r e m a r k s a s he seemed t o a t t a c h 

i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e m a t t e r . 


