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WASHINGTOS D.C 5 

No.1078. September 21st 1939* 

My Lord* 

A j o u r n a l i s t f r i e n d o f v i a e has had 

an i n t e r e s t i n g c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h my I r i s h c o l l e a g u e . 

Mr. Brennan sa id t h a t as a r e s u l t o f 

a t o u r he has j u s t been arising he i s convinced 

t h a t the f e e l i n g o f I r i s h - A m e r i c a n a i s q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t f rom i n 1914. T h e i r sen t iments are now 

p r o - B r i t i s h and t h e r e i s great resentment among 

than a t the ou t rages committed by the I r i s h 

Republ ican Army. Thousands were ready to v o l u n t e e r 

t o f i g h t a g a i n s t H i t l e r * 

Government I n the United Kingdom n i g h t * as a 

r e s u l t o f the German submarine campaign f i n d i t 

necessary t o i n s i s t on the use o f harbours i n Southern 

and western I r e l a n d f o r t h e B r i t i s h Navy* He f e l t 

t h a t t h i s would perhaps have an u n f o r t u n a t e r e s u l t 

on I r i s h o p i n i o n . In h i e v i ew t h e S ta tesman l i ke 

course would b e f o r His Majes ty 1 s Government i n t h e 

Uni ted Kingdom t o bend a l l t h e i r e n e r g i e s t o promot ing 

the u n i t y o f S i r e w i t h Northern I r e l a n d f and t h u s 

o b t a i n w i thou t any q u e s t i o n the f r e e u s e f o r t h e navy 

o f a l l I r i s h p o r t s . 

3 . X a n , of c o u r s e , w e l l aware o f t h e g u l f 

which separa tes "Orange" f r o n "Green* I r e l a n d . And I 

should have thought t h a t the beg inn ings o f a movement 

o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n n igh t t a k e t h e form o f a j o i n t 

Mr. Brennan opined t h a t Hie M a j e s t y ' s 

The E i g h t Honourable srortb/ 
The V i s c o u n t H a l i f a x , K»G 

e t c e t c . L : VALVE: MS 



3 

Sorfch and South Ireland board for tbe dleouas' on 
of w problems on tho baaia that neutrality aaa 
impossible for Ireland aa a whole. 

X have the honour to bef 
vlth the bigheat respeet* 

Xow £ordehip*e nost obedient, 
humble servant^ 
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