
T«I f f r iBu : " SH1PM1NDER, WES DO, LONDON." 

. A n y further communication on thin 
H ect shou ld be a d d N M M to : — 

The Secretary, 
(addreaa a» opposite) 

MINISTRY OK SHIPPING, 

BERKELEY SQUARE HOUSE, 

BERKELEY SQUARE, 

LONDON, W. l . ;.:.W>71A0. 

le t February 19U0. 

S i r , 
I an d i r e c t e d by the i n i s t e r o f sh ipping t o r e f e r to 

your l e t t e r , A,890i+/7729A5 of 6th January t ransmi t t i ng 

copy of Despatch ito.1380 o f 6th I ecember from His - a j e s t y ' s 

p reventa t i ve a t V/ashin^ton, and to prev ious correspondence 

on the sub ject of the d i sc r im ina to ry e f f e c t of the United 

S ta tes n e u t r a l i t y A c t , 1939, upon B r i t i s h sh ipp ing . 

In r e p l y I am t o enc lose , f o r the in format ion o f 

Viscount H a l i f a x , copy of a l e t t e r and enclosure rece ived 

from the chamber o f Shipping. I am to s t a t e that 

S i r John Gilmour i s i n agreement wi th the views expressed 

by His M a j e s t y ' s -onbassador i n h i s telegram of 7th December 

and subsequently by S i r Ashley oparks in telegram iio«82 
o f 23rd December and by Ir.Kees of the i n i s t r y f s Hew York 

O f f i c e i n a l e t t e r of 28th 1 ccember t o t h i s Department, 

copy o f which i s enclosed herewith. I t i s accord ing ly 

proposed t o inform the Chamber of Lihip_>ing that the 

Minister i s at.vised that i t would not be des i rab le f o r 
The Under-Secretary o f i J t a te , 

Foreign O f f i c e , / B r i t i s h 



B r i t i s h i n t e r e s t s t o p ress f o r amendment of the Aot« He 

cons ide r s , however, that the p o s i t i o n as regards a f f i d a v i t s 

r a i sed i n the f i n a l paragraph of the Chamber's l e t t e r and i n 

the enclosure should be i n v e s t i g a t e d and I am. to s u r e s t that 

prov ided Lord H a l i f a x sees no o b j e c t i o n , Lord Loth ian should 

be asked t o f u r n i s h a f u l l repor t upon the present s i t u a t i o n 

i n general and i n p a r t i c u l r , i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i th ir » sh ley 

t iparks, upon the p o i n t s regarding the system of a f f i d a v i t s r a i s e d 

i n the chamber's l e t t e r ; and, i f he cons iders tha t such ac t i on 

u igh t u s e f u l l y be taken , to p ress the d ta te Department to take 

a c t i o n as suggested by the Chamber. 

At the same time His . ' . a jes ty ' s Ambassador might be asked 

f o r a f u l l e r and c l e a r e r exp lanat ion o f the amendment regarding 

the es toppe l and t r a n s f e r of t i t l e r e g u l a t i o n s of the Act which 

i s r e f e r re d t o by a i r ^shlcy -parks i n telegram Mast iio.82 o f 

23rd December as being the present o b j e c t i v e of the American 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n t e r e s t e d i n secur ing an a l t e r a t i o n of the Ac t , 

and in p a r t i c u l a r t o s t a t e what e f f e c t , i f any, t h i s proposa l 

would have on the p o s i t i o n of B r i t i s h as compared w i th mcrican 

and other neu t ra l sh ipp ing in respect of the t r ans fe r of 

t i t l e p r o v i s i o n s o f the Ac t . • • 



* 

The Minister of Shipping would be glad to be kept 
informed of the progress from time to time of American 
opinion interested i n securing amendment of the Act 
and of any proposals or suggestions i n that connexion 
which may ar i se , 

I have the honour to he, 
S i r , 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) T. Q. JENKINS* 


