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My Lord Marquess, 
A member of the French Embassy in London stated i n 

conversation at t h i s department on the 13th March that 
the French Government had received from the i r Ambassador 
at Tokyo the text of the memorandum handed by the Japanese 
Government to the United States Ambassador in reply to h i s 
representations against the bombing of the Yunnan railway 
(see Your Lordship's telegram No. 192 of the 10th February 
l a s t ) . 

2, In th i s memorandum the Japanese Government began 
by s ta t ing that when the agreement re la t ing to the 
construct ion of the Yunnan railway was signed in 1903 by 
the French and Chinese Governments, i t v/as l a i d down that 
the rai lway could not claim neutra l i t y in case of war 
between China and a th i rd Power. This j u s t i f i e d the 
Japanese in attacking the railway in present condit ions. 
In reply to the United States Government's protests against 
damage to United States l i f e and property, the Japanese 
Government must point out that war was in progress in China 
on a large scale and i t was natural that the Japanese 
forces should take steps to prevent supplies from reaching 
the i r enemy from Hanoi. Although the Japanese Government 
much regretted the losses suffered by United States 
c i t i z e n s , th i s was inev i tab le in view of the j u r i d i c a l 

pos i t i on / 
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The Most Honourable 
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Washington. 



p o s i t i o n d e s c r i b e d a b o v e . 

3 . The memorandum c o n c l u d e s b y s a y i n g t h a t t h e 

J a p a n e s e G o v e r n m e n t ' s a t t i t u d e a s r e g a r d s t h e i r u n d e r t a k i n g 

t o r e s p e c t t h e r i g h t s o f t h i r d p a r t i e s h a d n o t c h a n g e d i n 

a n y w a y ; b u t i t m u s t b e u n d e r s t o o d t h a t r e s p e c t f o r s u c h 

r i g h t s i n no way l i m i t e d t h e m i l i t a r y a c t i o n o f t h e J a p a n e s e 

f o r c e s -

4 . I n c o m m u n i c a t i n g a c o p y o f t h i s d o c u m e n t t o M. 

^ r s e n e K e n r y , M r . Grew h a d e x p r e s s e d some s u r p r i s e a t t h e 

l i n e t a k e n b y t h e J a p a n e s e G o v e r n m e n t . He t h o u g h t t h a t t h e 

S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t w o u l d w i s h t o p o i n t o u t t h e c u r i o u s 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e j u r i d i c a l p o s i t i o n now t a k e n u p 

a n d t h e f a c t t h a t no s t a t e o f war e x i s t e d b e t w e e n J a p a n a n d 

C h i n a . 

5 . A c o p y o f t h i s d e s p a t c h i s b e i n g s e n t t o H i s 

M a j e s t y ' s A m b a s s a d o r s a t S h a n g h a i a n d a t T o k y o . 

I am, w i t h g r e a t t r u t h a n d r e s p e c t , 

My L o r d M a r q u e s s , 

Y o u r L x c e l l e n c y ' s o b e d i e n t S e r v a n t , 

( F o r t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ) 


