
No. 303 FOREIGN OFFICE, S .W.I . 

(F 1960/51/10) 26th March, 1940. 

Conf ident ia l • . w ILi f^, 

My Lord Marquess, 

In the course of a fur ther conversation at t h i s department 

on the 18th March, a member o f the French Embassy stated that 

the United States Ambassador at Tokyo had now, on ins t ruct ions 

from his Government, rep l ied very b r i e f l y to the Japanese 

Government's memorandum concerning the bombing o f the Yunnan 

ra i lway which formed the subject o f my despatch No. 277 

(F 1854/51/10) Of the 18th March. 

2 . In t h i s r e p l y , the United States Government stated 

that they could not admit that the Japanese were e n t i t l e d to 

invoke the agreement o f 1903 in order to j u s t i f y the i r ac t i on . 

Nor could they admit that the Japanese Government were e n t i t l e d 

to d i v e s t themselves o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the l o s s o f American 

l i v e s and property . The United States Government once again 

express ly reserved the i r r i g h t s . 

3. A copy of th i s despatch i s being sent to His Ma jes t y ' s 

Ambassadors at Shanghai and Tokyo. 

I am, with great truth and re spec t , 

My Lord Marquess, 

Your Exce l l ency ' s obedient Servant Y 

(For the Secretary o f State) 

His Excel lency 

The Most Honourable 

The Marquess o f Loth ian , C .H . , 

e t c . , e t c . , e t c . , 

Washington. 


