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hopelessly out of date ‘in tlt prese:nt circun'mstancas, an& that ‘i"f
would be a mistake to send it at 211, I felt, however, that I
should like my impression to be confirmed before comnitting myself,
and have consulted the Stete Departmwent guite privately. Thelr
reaction is the same as mine, They feel that a long legalistic reply
at this stage would be guite misplaced,

iy consultation with the State Department was such that
I don't think it should be quoted, but I think we should recommend
to the Foreign Office thaet a reply on the present lines be not sent
at all for the reasons stated, but thet quite a brief friendly »eply
ba sent sayinz that the contents of the note from the U.S. Charge
d'Affaires have been noted and that while H.l, Government reserve
their point of view on the points raised, they doubt whether any
useful purpose will be served by further discussion of them at the
preaent time, more particularly as this question of Inemy Exports was
discussed at length with the Rist-Cwetkin mission, and that a5 e
result arrengements were made for the re-examination of sppliecations
for exemption submitted by American firms, In this connection
the Foreign O0ffice could refer to the State Dapartment press ralesse
of April 27th.

(This is the reply which Mr, Hickerson indicated to ma they

would be quite happy to receive and which would close the business,)
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