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My L o r d * 

I h a v e t h e honour t o t r a n s m i t t o Y o u r L o r d s h i p 

h e r e w i t h t h e t e x t of s J o i n t r e s o l u t i o n approved b y 

Congress on June 2 6 t h and s i g n e d by t h e ^ r e s i d e n t 

•mending S e c t i o n 4 o f t h e Neutrality A c t o f 1939 . 

Under S e c t i o n 4 o f the A c t an o r i g i n a l l y d r a f t e d , 

U n i t e d S t a t e s s h i p s o p e r a t i n g f o r t h e American Hed Cross 

c a r r y i n g m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l o r s u p p l i e s and f o o d f o r 

the r e l i e f of human s u f f e r i n g *?ere exempted f r o m the 

p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e A c t p r o h i b i t i n g Amer ican v e s s e l s f rom 

p r o c e e d i n g to b e l l i g e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , s u c h ^ed C r o s s 

s h i p s had however to o b t a i n a s a f e conduc t f r o m a l l 

the b e l l i g e r e n t s t a t e s b e f o r e t h e y c o u l d t ake a d v a n t a g e / 

o f t h i s e x e m p t i o n . 

Q u i t e r e o e n t l y t h e Amer ican Ked Cross d e s -
•J 

patched a U n i t e d S t a t e s s h i p t h e "WoKeespor t " t o 

Bordeaux l a d e n w i t h Ked Cross s u p p l i e s f o r F r a n c e . 

A f t e r t h e v e s s e l had s a i l e d however i t was found i m p o s s i b l e 

to s e c u r e t h e n e c e s s a r y s a f e c o n d u c t s . The i r e n c h 

Government as v a s t o be e x p e c t e d r a i s e d no d i f f i c u l t i e s , 

b u t t h e I t a l i a n Government i n s i s t e d on b e i n g in fo rmed 

o f a l l t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e ca rgo and t h e German Government 

w h i l e r a i s i n g no o b j e c t i o n t o the v i s i t of t h i s s h i p to 

Bordeaux e x p r e s s e d i n a b i l i t y t o g u a r a n t e e i t a g a i n s t 

damage f rom any a i r r a i d s o r bombardments wh ich I t m ight 

be n e c e s s a r y to conduc t a g a i n s t Bordeaux , r 'ur ther 

d i f f i c u l t i e s a r o s e from the f a c t t h a t no r e p l i e s c o u l d 
The - l i g h t Honourab le b e / 

The v i s c o u n t H a l i f a x , 
e t c . , e t c . , e t c . PRHM:CL 



be extracted from the f o l i s h , Belgian, Dutch or 

Norwegian Governments, a l l of whom according to 

the s t r i c t l e t te r of the law bad to furnish sefe 

conducts• In the end the "McXeesport" had to be 

d iver ted to B i lbao i n the hopes taa t i t would be 

p o s s i b l e to send on the medical s t o res to ;'rance 

overland across Spa in . 

To avo id the recurrence of such d i f f i c u l t i e s 

the American Ked Cross , supported by the Sta te Department, 

arranged f o r a b i l l to be Introduced i n both Houses 

about the middle of June s imply p rov id ing tha t the 

r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by Seot i cn 2 l a ) of the n e u t r a l i t y 

Act should not p r o h i b i t the t ranspor t by United S ta tes 

v e s s e l s a c t i n g f o r the American tied Cross of medical 

personnel and s u p p l i e s , f ood , e t c . des t ined f o r the 

r e l i e f of human s u f f e r i n g . 

vVhen the b i l l was d iscussed in the Senate i t 

•̂ et with some o p p o s i t i o n mainly from c e r t a i n i s o l a t i o n i s t s 

who were concerned l e s t an American *ed Cross s h i p , 

proceeding to a b e l l i g e r e n t por t might be a t tacked 

Rnd thus increase the r i s k of i n v o l v i n g the United States 

in war . Senator Vandenberg was i n c l i n e d to th ink tha t } 

there were enough ships of other n a t i o n a l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e 

to c a r r y Ked Cross supp l i es to Kurope whi le some other 

Senators were a f r a i d that a Ked Cross ship might be 

employed to run the blockade imposed aga ins t some 

b e l l i g e r e n t count ry . I n the end the b i l l was amended 

by the a d d i t i o n of two prov isos (1) that no - e s s e l should 

e n t e r / 



enter a blockaded port without the permission of 

the b lockading power and (2 ) tha t the vessel must 

be on a m iss ion of mercy o n l y and rauet ca r ry on l y Red [ 

Cross m a t e r i a l s and personnel* 

I have the honour to be , 

rt'ith the h ighes t r e s p e c t . 

My Lord , 

Your L o r d s h i p ^ most obed ien t , 

huwble servant , 

(S3D) LOTHIAN 
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[PUBLIC RESOLUTION—No. 87—76TII CONGRESSJ 
[CHAPTER 4 3 1 — 3 D SESSION] 

[S. J. Res. 279] 
JOINT RESOLUTION 

To amend section 4 of Public Resolution Numbered 54, approved November 4, 
1939, entitled "Joint resolution to preserve the neutrality and the peace of the 
United States and to secure the safety of its citirens and their interests." 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section 4 of Public 
Resolution Numbered 54, approved November 4, 1939, entitled "Joint 
resolution to preserve the neutrality and the peace of the United 
States and to secure the safety of its citizens and their interests" be, 
and is hereby, amended to read as follows: 

"SEC. 4. The provisions of section 2 (a) shall not prohibit the 
transportation by vessels, unarmed and not under convoy, under 
charter or other direction and control of the American Red Cross 
of officers and American Red Cross personnel, medical personnel, and 
medical supplies, food, and clothing, for the relief of human suffer­
ing: Provided, That where permission lias not been given 03' the 
blockading power, no American Red Cross vessel shall enter a port 
where a blockade by aircraft, surface vessel, or submarine is being 
attempted through the destruction of vessels, or into a port of any 
country where such blockade of the whole country is being so 
attempted: Provided further, That such American Red Cross vessel 
shall be on a mission of mercy only and carrying only Red Cross 
materials and personnel." 

Approved, June 26, 1940. 

Bordeaux, v . — -. 
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