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Under Section 4 of the Act as originally drofted,
United States ships operating for the American hHed (ross

carrying medical personnel or supplles and food for

the relief of human suffering were exempted from the
provisions of the Act prohibiting American vessels from
proceeding to belligerent countries, Such Hed Cross
shipe had howevey to obtain s safe conduct from all

the belligerent states hefore they could take advantage

of this exemption.

Quite recently the American Red Cross des-
patched a United States ship the "Ieiﬁeoport" to
Bordesux laden with Hed Cross supplies for Fpance.
Aftor the vessel had selled however it wee found impossible
to secure the necessory llfg conductess The French
Government as was Lo be expected ralsed no difficulties,
but the Italian Govermment insisted on beinz informed
of all the detalls of the cargo and the CGerman Government

while railsing no objectlion to the viglt of this ship to
Bordeaux expressed inablility to guarantee it against
damage from any air ralds or bomkardments which it might
i be necessary to conduct ageinst Bordeaux. Further

difficul ties arocse from the faet that no replies could
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poseible to send on mnﬁ&m?ﬁ France .
overland across Spaine )
To avoid the recurrence of such difficul ties
the American Red Cross, supported by the State Department,
arranged for a blll to be introduced in both Houses
about the middle of June simply providing that the
restrlotions impoeed by Section 2 (a) of the Neutrallty
Act should not prohibit the transport by Unlted States
vessels acting for the Amerlcan lied Crogs of medical
personnel end supplles, food, etc, destined for the
relief of human suffering,
When the bH11l1 was dlsoussed in the Senate 1t
met wlth some oppos!tion meinly from certaln 1solationists
who were concerned lest an Amarican Hed Cross ship,
proceeding to a belligerent port might be attacked
@ thus increase the risk of involving the United States
in war. CSenator Vandenberg was inoclined to think that K
there were enough shipe of other natiocnalities available
to carry Red Cross supplies to Furope while some other
Sena tors were afraid that a Hed Crose ship might be
employed to run the blockade imposed agelnst some
belligerent country. In the end the blll wees amended
by the addition of two provises (1) that no vessel should
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unitec
States of America in Congress assembled, That section 4 of Public
Resolution Numbered 54, approved November 4, 1939, entitled “Joint

resolution to preserve the neutrality and the peace of the United
States and to secure the safety of its citizens and their interests™ be,
and is hereby, amended to read as follows: ,
“Sec. 4. The provisions of section 2 (a) shall not prohibit the
transportation by vessels, unarmed and not under convoy, under
charter or other direction and control of the American Red Cross
of officers and American Red Cross personnel, medical personnel, and
medical supplies, food, and clothing, for the relief of human suffer-
ing: Provided, That where permission has not been given by the
'blockadin% power, no American Red Cross vessel shall enter a port
where a blockade by aircraft, surface vessel, or submarine is being

attempted through the destruction of vessels, or into a port of any
country where such blockade of the whole country i1s being so
attempted : Provided further, That such American Red Cross vessel
shall be on a mission of mercy only and carrying only Red Cross
materials and personnel.”

Approved, June 26, 1940.




