todnpnoofﬂuh - WEANs
discussions and lgrottuc ! 4 €
discussione being postponed until nc amy t
Government have had "eome time" in vhieh to
the documentation of thcir case, politely decline to
accede to His Najesty's Government's suggestion thlt
they should indicate in sdvance the grounds on which
the United Gtates claim to certain specified islands
is based, Nor do the State Department make any
reply to the request that thny should eonfirm the
correctness of His Majesty's Government's assumption
that the United States Government have now tabled
the full list of islands the sovereignty over which
they wish to discuss., On the contrary the State
Department's note says that it is beliieved that the
proposed oral discussions will afford an opportunity
for discussing the respective claims of the two
governments, not only to the islands listed but also
"to islands in the Phoenix Group as well &8s to any
other ieslands in the Central Pacific to which either
Government asserts claim". In his telegram No. 395 -
of the 29th October, 1938, 8ir Ronald Lindsay foresaw
3 that the United States Government might wish to include
their claim to Tonga in any genersal discussion of
Pacific claims, and the present phrase may be
designed to keep that possibility open. A memorandum
on the United States claim to Tonga was enclosed in o
1)7//35 3§  the American Department's letter (A 8806/1/45) of the

24th November, 1938 to this Chancery.

Se I have given a copy of the Beeretary of
State's note to the Australian Minister and am

sending & copy of this despateh to the Governor of

New Zealand and to the United Kingdom High Commiesioners
at Canberra and Wellington,

I have the honour to be, '
with the highest respect,
Ny LOT'd’
Your Lordship's most obedient,
humble servant,
(For the Ambassador)

(sab) N, M. BUTLER

The Right Honourable
The Viscount Halifax, K.G.,
ete., ete., ete.
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