
P a c i f i c I s l a n d s 348/ ^-7 / 4 0 h 
Vr* BRITISH BUBASSY, 

WA8HINOT0N, D. C , 
August 17th, 1940 

No. 737 

My Lord, 
I have the honour with reference to my 

despatch No. 537 o June 12th to transmit to Your 
Lordsh ip herewith a copy o f the Secre tary of S t a t e 1 e 

2 6 r e p l y to my a ide memoire o f June 8 t h . regarding the 
P a c i f i c I s l a n d s . 

2 . I t w i l l be seen tha t the S ta te Department 
wh i le welcoming His . . ie jesty 'e aoverntLent's r e a d i n e s s 
to d i s p o s e o f this d i s p u t e by means of o r a l 
d i s c u s s i o n s and agree ing to the opening o f these 
d i s c u s s i o n s be ing postponed u n t i l His iV:a j e a t y ' s 
Government have had "some t ime" i n which to prepare 
the documentation o f t h e i r c«se , p o l i t e l y d e c l i n e t o 
accede to Hie M a j e s t y ' s Jovernment's sugges t ion tha t 
they should i n d i c a t e in advance the grounds on which 
the United S ta tes c l a im t o c e r t a i n s p e c i f i e d i s l a n d s 
i s based . Nor do the S ta te Oepartment make any 
r e p l y to the request tha t they should conf i rm the 
co r rec tness o f K i s M a j e s t y ' s Government's assumption 
tha t the United S ta tes Government have now t a b l e d 
the f u l l l i s t o f i s l a n d s the sovere ign ty over which 
they wish to d i s c u s s . On the contrary the S ta te 
Department 's note says that i t i s b e l i e v e d tha t the 
proposed o r a l d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l a f f o r d an oppor tun i ty 
f o r d i s c u s s i n g the r e s p e c t i v e c l a ims o f the two 
Governments, not on l y to the i s l a n d s l i s t e d but a l s o 
" t o i s l a n d s i n the Phoenix Group as w e l l as to any 
other i s l a n d s i n the Centra l P a c i f i c to which e i t h e r 
Government a s s e r t s c l a i m " . In h i s te l sgram N'o. 395 
o f the 29th October, 1958, 8 i r Ronaia L indsay foresaw 
that the United S t a t e s Government might wish to inc lude 
t h e i r c l a im to Tonga in any general d i s c u s s i o n o f 
P a c i f i c c l a i m s , and the present phrase may be 
designed to keep t h a t p o s s i b i l i t y open. A memorandum 
on the United Sta tes o la im to Tonga was enc losed in <?<A& the American Department 's l e t t e r (A 8806/1 /45) o f the 

/ 24th November, 1938 to t h i s Chancery. 

/

3. I have g iven a copy o f the Secre tary o f 

S t a t e ' s note to the A u s t r a l i a n Min i s te r and am 
sending a copy o f t h i s despatch t o the Governor o f 
New Zealand and t o the United Kingdom High Commissioners 
at Canberra and We l l i ng ton . 

I have the honour to be , 
w i th the h ighes t r e s p e c t , 

tiy Lord , 
Your L o r d s h i p ' s most obed ien t , 

humble s e r v a n t , 
(For the Ambassador) 

(SOD) R. •« BUTLKE 
The Kight Honourable 

The V iscount H a l i l a x , K . G . , 
e t c . , e t c . , e t c . 
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