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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.I. 
19th December, 1940. 

S i r , 

01 

With reference to my telegram 2395 of the 29th 
September l a s t , instructing His Majesty's late Ambassador 
to point out to the State Department that His Majesty's 
Government f e l t e n t i t l e d to request them def in i te ly to 
s p e c i f y a l l the P a c i f i c Islands to which they purported to 
have c l a i m s , I t ransmit herewith a copy of a let ter from the 
C o l o n i a l O f f i c e emphasising the importance of obtaining a 
complete and f i n a l l i s t o f the United S t t tes c laims and 
express ing the opin ion that e v e r y e f for t should be made to 
ensure t h a t the eventual o r a l d i s cuss i ons take p lace in 
London. A copy o f the r e p o r t on the quest ion o f Brit ish 
sovere ignty i n the Phoenix and Line I s l ands t o which 
re ference i s made in the f i r s t paragraph o f the above-
mentioned l e t t e r i s a l s o enclosed here in for your information. 

2. Y /h i l s t I concur in the a t t i t u d e of the Secretary of 
S ta te f o r the Co lon ies as de f ined in the l e t t e r under 
re f e rence , Lord Loth ian recorded the impress ion , during h i s 
v i s i t here in October, that the Sta te Department were 
content to defer cons idera t i on o f t h i s proolem f o r the time 
be ing . His Majesty ' s Government f o r t h e i r par t have no wish 
a t a l l to do anything which might encourage the United 
S ta tes Government to suggest an ear ly date f o r the eventual 
o r a l d i s c u s s i o n s . In these circumstances I am content to 
l eave i t to your d i s c r e t i o n to decide a t what moment the 
oppor tun i ty should be taken to address representa t ions to the 
United S ta tes a u t h o r i t i e s i n the sense des i red . 

I an:, with great t r u t h , 
S i r , 

Your obedient Servant , 
(For the Secretary o f S t a t e ) 

N.M. B u t l e r , Esq.., C.V.O. 
e t c . , e t c . , e t c . J 

Washington. 
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