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ister wrote on the 25th.A 939
1%s release - the efforts of &

Attaché to obtein this having failed. ﬁhefrresfdéntf .
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- the President ssking for

-

| replied relesse was not practicable. The suggestion by Mr.

Churchill to the fresident in a message of 16th Oct.1839

M )
thet Britain might give Americe asdic if L c% 1d guarsntee

"”‘ikﬁ‘éécrecy, lTed to the idea of getting the Norden sizht

released a8 a cuid pro quo - which was thought might bde
gcecepvtable provided sn adequate self-destroying Gevice to
.prevent the bombsisht f'alling into the hanes of) the enemy
were aveilsable, e latter condition seemed tc be met in
December when the Ambassedor wes told (tel.800,Dec.5th)

that the Air Ministry hed designed such a device. But fthe
. -

savy Dept. was opposed on the ground that this the most
' "
jealously guarded secret mizht become aveilable to the enemy.

The matter avparently rested until after Dunkirk,.

1940

On July 1st~the Ambgssgsador put two points to the rresident--
(1) that British scientists had stabilised a British
automatic bonbsight which it was claimed was a8 good as the
liorden, if not better, but production would take a long time;
(2) the efficiéncy of the new Germen high altitude bombing
tactics stemed to shnow that they had & sight similayr to the

llorden. The file endg® on that point without any
1
indication of the “resident s reply.

?he point 1 am trying to establish was when the

bombsight was finglly releassed to us, 1 suspect 1t must

have been in 191 because the Anbassador's weekly political
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the early material without knowing,and beingvﬁﬁle to nudﬁg

& summary reference. to, the end of the story.
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'+ 5, Neither the Green nor White Registries appear
to have anythingz on the Norden bombsight for the
second half of 1940 end the whole of 1941 .

Mr. Duncean Hall,

Reference your gquery regarding the Norden bombsight,

I am afraid that I bave drawn a blank. Our file on this subject
was destroyed in November, 1847,

From the very meagre information that I can find on the
subject among our files, I think that the s ght must have been
given to us at the end of 1940 or the beginning of 1941.

I suggest that the people who can give you the correct

answer are undoubtedly tha Air Ministry.

’

R.A.F. Attache!
18th June, 1948,

A-12/4/1.
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/m/)—o So sorry that 1 cannot be of further assistence.
) Tl el ehiony alel




