COFY.
q, ‘ HoM.S+"ACHILLES" ,
Lat. za°ge' South
: Long.l78%57' West
SECRLET.

3rd Sgptember, l1936.

Sir,

With reference to my signael times 0952 dated
26th August, 1936, I have the honcur to report that in
accordance with Admiralty instructions H.M.S5. "ACHILLES™
approached Kingman Reef on Wednesday, 26th August, 1986,
two days ashead of prograunme, and at 0825 on that day was
steering 3029 - 14 knote, wind S.s5. by £.3, be, sea 21,
vieibility 9.

e I decided to ekirt the reef, circling to the
gouthward in order to find my besrings - the chart being
24 miles to the inch - before launching the aircraft,
which wae ready and menned on bearing R.90°%,

O At 0905, & heavy patch of smoke was observed
bearing 045°, from which there rapidly emerged a man-o'-war
approaching, end on, at high speed. An exchange of signals
disclosed the U.5.5."GAMELE"™, Catepult was sccordingly
traingd fore and aft - not, it is fesared, tefore the UiS.S.
"G AMBLE" could have observed the movement through high
power glasses - speed was incressed to 10 knots and course
gradusl 1y edged awsy to that required for meking Canton
Island.

4.

The Commodore Commanding,

New Zeeland Division of the Royel Navy.




4, I took this sction because the approach of an
American men-o'-war from the direction of Honolulu, at
high speed, at that tims, gave me the instinctive and
uncomforiable feeling that I was poaching.
Oe It is in &ll ways regrettablc that the Admiralty
did not sse fit to inform me thet I was expected to carry
out a surreptitious survey of this localitye. I hed sssumed
that the necessary permission had been obltained from the
United States authorities, and had the "GAMLLEY approached
from another bearing, and at leisurely speed, I might well
have exchanged greetings and carried on with the survey, thus
placing myself in a stupid position vis-a~-vis an smerican
Licutenant-Commanders.
I have, ctc.
(sgde) .G, GLENNIE,
CAFTAIN,
Royal Navy.
II.
N.Z.26/8477.

The Naval Secretary,
Wellington.

Forwarded.

2 Although the Staff Officer (Intelligence),
Wellington, was not informed in accordance with Station Order
book, Article 17, clause 4, when "Achilles" was aheed of
progremme, the correct reporte of movements were made to the
Admirslty. The Commasnding Officer of H.i.S. "Achilles" has
been informed that the Stsff Officer (Intelligence), Wellingtos
should have becen kept in touch with his movements.

(Sgd.) £+<R. DRUMMOND,

REAR ADMIRAL
"DUNEDIN" at Auckland. CCHMODORE COMMANDING
17th September, 1936, HEW ZBALARD STATION.




