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SECRET.

Ho.5., "Wellington",
at Suva,

15th September, 1936,

Your Excellenoy,

i have the honour to forward the attached reports
on the islands visited by H.u.S. "Wellington" from July to
September 1936,

2e Painted boards were nailed up in the main hut of
aroline lsland and on the flagstaff at Malden lsland, with
tha following words: -

"This Island belonging to Hig Sritannic Mz jesty
King Ydward V11i, wes wvisited by MN.M, Ship "Wellington"

!

on (Ceroline 232nd August 1%36) (Malden 27th August
1936).

JeB. Hall (simmed and printed).
commending Officer.”
Flegs were not left, as there was already a Union Jaok
flying at Cearoline Island which is at present inhablted by
four Tahitiang, and e complete set of flegs oxiste at
alden lsland,

Je Phe labour &t Flint and Caroline lalands has, 80
far, slways been reoruited from Tehiti, bdut this year when
¥r. Bunkley returned his lsbourers to Tahitli in Juns, the
French suthoritiea have forbidden him to recruilt any further
French labour for 3ritish islands, in consequence unless he
can obtain labourerse from other Aritieh 1islands, it would
appeer that these two islands will shortly be uninhablited,

The

xoellency
the Hizh Commissioner for the Western Tacifle,
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the reasson for thie sotion of the French suthorities is not
known, bat I am of the opinion thot they msay have designe
on these lslands and elao on Christmes Island, which 18
the only other Britieh islsnd thet 1 am ewere of which
amploys Tahitian labour.

4, I should like to draw your attention to the
frequent viesits of go called Awmerican yachts to wmany of
these remote islands, ostensibly for scientifle ressons,

Oe i should sleo like to point out that the reanrks
in the sttached reports are moatly impressions obtained
from a very short vieit to esch islend, and in particuler,
although a canoce landing is reported, it is quite
oraoticable to embark copre, and so it should he poasible Lo
land supplies, slthough to land bulky ocarge e.g., retrol,
ete,, would be e long and tedious task,

I have, @ tC.,
(6gd,) J.5. Hell,
Commander, R.N.

Comsmwnder-in-Command.,
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SBECHED

General Information. 4 low atholl 64 miles by 44 miles

sparsely planted with cocosnut trees, and now

consistas of six iglets instead of eight as two were
vashed avay in the 1930 hurricane., Settlement in good
order and clean,

Anghorage. ieported good in fine weather, two cables

froa reef.,

post Landing. Through narrow and shallow orack in reef

near settlenent,

Populetion., 15 men, 20 women and 60 children, ell halfl

caste desoendants of J, ¥arsters, Manager of the lsland,
and who appeared feirly healthy and happy, with & well
deserved reputation as "cadgera”.

Irade, Visited by schooner from "avtongn sbout once e
yoear when sbout 20 tons of copra 1is exported,

rater. iasterns from cetchument roofs only.

supplies. ‘ish and cocoanuts only.
Communioations. ¥Nil,

ALlr Sultability.

(a) Lagoon. Very shallow, and useless owing %o
goral sand banks and hesds,

\b,) Qpen “es. recticable emergency landing on leeo
side,

(g) Uther reguirements. =KNil.

e B
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August 1936,

e Inforn . Two low

govered with cocoanut treds,
settlenent appeared to be in

Anchoraege. Nil,

Vielted 4th

ielends, 1) miles apart,
surrounded by reef,

good order.

Soet Leanding, Through narrow and shallow oraok in

reel nesr settlenent.

Population. 20 lsbourera, o

ander 2 half caste (Carl MNar:

heglthy and contented.,

women snd 7 children,

yters), who reported them

rade. Visited by sochooner from Harotongs about every

three months, by which 200 tons of copre is exported
’ 2 3

annuelly.

iter, KFil, except catchment

upplies. ¥ish and cocomnuts

i3

~

Ommunications, Nil,

Alr sultablility.

(a) Lagoon,
with coral heads,

blown up to afiord

(b) Quen Sea,

ietwoan islaonds,

TuO. :20
Drol_v.

Jeep but studded
gome of which might De
sn emergency lending.

lmprecticable under most conditions,

eg Swell works round the reef.

Other reguirements.

(&

wil.
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(1) General Information. An elevated corsl island, three

miles in diameter, meximum helght 394 feet, and well
wooded. ettlement in centre of island iu very good
order and clean.

Anchiorage. Nil.

Joat Landing, Through surf and over reef, Difficult

and dangerous except in aative canoces.

Population., 4 whites and about 900 natives under

esident Agent (Mr, Hempleman). All natives were
healthy and cheerful.
Trede. Sochooner from Harotonge visits island fairly
frequently except during hurricane asason, when about
9000 ceases of oranges, & few hansnase and tomatoes, and
about 150 tons of copra are sxported,

ater, Feirly plentiful from welle snd tanks.

Supplies, Fish, poultry and pig in limited gquentities.

Frulit in sbundence.

Communicationa, W/T station.

Alr suiltability.

Ln,’ 4"\‘*;003.. :ilo

(b) Open Ses. Useless owing to permanent swell.

(¢) Other reguirements, 0Hll, but it might be

possible to clear sufficient eres in the
gentre of the island for a landing ground,
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2. _Flint Islend, Visited Zlgt Auguet 1936,

(L), Genersl Information. 4 low island covered with cocoanut

trees, lying in a North and South direction, 24 miles by
¥ mile. Settlement, copras sheds and old phosphate
traawey now used for transporting coprea appeared to be

n excellent condition,

)« Anshorage, Nil,

(3). Boat landing., Boat channel., Difficult in any swell.

(4). Population., Uninhabited but copra labour (157%7) only
rexoved in June 1936. (See general remerks, paragraph 9,)

(5)., Trede. Formelly visited by schooner every three months

)

from Tehitli, by which about 120 tons of coprse is éexported
annually. The islend is run, together with Ceroline
Island, Ly Mr. Bunkley for Nessre. Maxwell's LtdQ,

(6)., Nater. ‘iaterne from catchment roofs only.

(7). Bupplies. Fish and cosoanuts only.

(8). Jommunications. Nil.

(9) Alr suitsbility.

f

\&) .th"l()()n. nllo

(b) Open Sea. Useless owing to permanent swell,

(¢) Other reguirements, Kil,
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{5)

Géeneral Information. A low atholl 7 miles by 1 mile in

the shape of a orescent, fealrly well covered with
gocoanut trees. The small settlement on the South
Island was in excellent ocondition end apotlessly clean.

Anchorsge. Nil,

jout Landing. YNo canoes. Lending sffected in orack of

reef near settlement, but this still entalled weding
for & gquarter of a mile,

Fopulation., At present £ Tahitian labourers and their

wiveas. About l1lZ lebourers reoturned to Tahitli in June
1996, (See paragraph 35 of gzeneral remarks .

'rede, Formslly vieslted by sohooner every three months
by which sbout 100 tone of copra ie exported annuelly.
fhe island is run, together with Flint lsland, by

ir, Bunkley for XNessrs. Msxwell's Ltd.

ater, Clsterns from catchment roofs, nlso a well
reported on lorth Islsnd,

upplies, Fish and cocoanuts only.

ommunications. Nil.

Alr suitebility,

(a' Lagoon, Very shallow snd many coral sand
shosls rendering it useless for siroraft,

(b) Open Sea, Owing to its length snd oresoent
shape, landing in the open ses on the “est
Coast 1z quite femsible in the prevailing
winds, but there is nv shelter, snd no
shore landing ground could be made.

(¢) Other reguirements, MNil.




\1l). Generel Informstion, A small low gueno island,

thickly wooded, triengular in shape with sides about
a8 quarter of a mile long. A bird sanotusry for
boobliea, Irigates and tern. eported to e overrun
with rats eand a few very large land corabs,

(2 . Anchorsge. Probably possible off vWestern point but

very exposed to swell.,

(3). Boat Landing., Possible in calm weether in & crack in

the reef on the Western side.

(4)., Population., Uninhabited.

Aly suitability, “uite uselese except as & possible I/F

gtation.

| - - - - -
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very lerge low atholl 12 miles

information K

Gensral

by 8 miles, lying in a South Fasterly direction, whose

islets are covered with cocoanut trees. gttloment at

Omoko was clean and tidy but native huts rather

dilapidated, Villege at Tautuec wes not visited.

Anghorage, Schooners, etc., c¢an secure alongside the

pler at Umoko, and vessels up to 300 feet long can

,

anchor inside the lagoon about ¢ mile inside VWeat Pass.

‘here 1s also anchorage Ior larger ships in ‘nsterly

winds 14 ocanbles from the reef, South of VWeat lass,

Boat Landing., There is & woell dbeaconed passage for

ass olose inslide

voats up to 14 feet draught Ifrom Vest

the reel L0 Umoko Fler.

‘opulation, About 520, divided betweon villeges 0f Umdxo

and Teutue under a half onste lesident Agent

(Mr. P, Yoonton). Natives sppesred contented but not as

happy a8 in other islands, probably due to avericiousness

from the pearl industry.

crade, ghooner from Harotonga vigits the island about
every three months, when pearls and sbout 50 tons of
copra annuelly ere exported, The copra trade could be

groatly increased if the natives were made Lo work.

Ameriocan yechts frequently vialt Yenrhyn, four have

plreandy vieited it in 1936,

(6).




Jo "ater. Catchment tanks at both settlements, Umoko

——
ch

has water supply down mein street to pier.

(7). Supplieg, Vish and cocosnuts only.

(8), Communications. Hesident hes privete radioc grasophone.

(9). Alr suitability.

(s) Lagoon. The Yorth fest Part of the lsgoon was
very pstechy with corsl shosls snd heads, but
it is considered probable thet in the middle
and toward the South Fest straight runs of at
lesst one mile could be found, dbut the legoon
would have to be properly surveyed belore any
declislion is made.

(b) Cpen Sea. Probably cuite practicable on the lee
side wnlichever direction the wind is blowing.
Seeplanes could texi in Ly sny of festi, North

est, or North “ast entrances round adbout sleck
v '..tero

{¢) Other regulrements. il - but it would be gquite

easy to construct hangars, slipwaye, €to., &t
Omoko, where there was observed T0 bve one

mile of ¢clesar water in o South lasterly
direotion., Information re possibleg lending

i ground for lend plesnes not obteined but islets
Ar'e Very narrow.




| /| Aeport on spaller lelands visited by H.M.S. "Sellinkton"
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Genersl Informastion. very low guano island, 54 miles by
sbout one mile, Lying in sn Esst and West direcotion,
Athout any trees Oor asorubd, astern end Ifrequented by
milliong of tern snd a few other ses dirda, Settleasent

on Jestern point is 4in ruins bLut bescon appeared te be in

go0d condition, cotern end is ocovered with wreckage.
(2). Anshorage. 11

(3). Beat Landing. Lsnding was effected in very calm ses Jjust
to the "estward of North Cape, bHut it would de impossible
t0 lend anywhere in any ses or swell.

\4/. Topulation, Uninhabited.

drade, fater., Supplles, Commupicsations, WHil,
(9). ALlr sultability.

(a) Lagoon, il.

ell swinges right round

0

(D) Open See. vunsultable as

"
-

(¢) Uther reguirements, Iin
gonerally fiat, and wi

d

n

gentre of the iasland is
nout mugh levelling could
into 8 lending ground, dut
eavy rain it may become

(o ﬁr’b

;!‘Uh.xhl/ be ecally me
it is possible that 1
maArshy.

n
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Genersl Information. A

very low gueno island, 4 miles

2

by miles without any trees or scrubd, with a2 brackish

leke in the centre. Settloment on ¥Wesptern Point,

(evacouated in 1926) 18 still serviceable but becoming

delapidated, Flagesteff wae in good condition, and gantiry

pler 20 feet high is still intact, There was quite a

uantity of stores, inoluding three serviceable suri

boate, mooringe, lamps, some medical stores.

flegs and
e 0ld guano tram line could easily be put into
serviceable gondition,

but the distilling plant has

deteriorated beyond repair, 7The ancient temples were
searched for, and one found near Horth "est point, dut

it would require caroful reavation Ly experts to bde

worth seeing. A buriesl ground was found sbout one mile
Fast South Fest of settlement, contelinliug nmeny graves,
enonget them bsing the following:- . Nicolson, ChieXl
iate of "Racer", 1869; oM, Valker, "harfiinger Ior 4
years, died 19th Nay 18376; alden McCullough, aged

1l year 4 months, taken by the ges 12876, and Abraham

gCullough, (Father of sbove, died 1897, for 25 years

nansger of the islsnd,

Anghorage. Might be possible at western end but strong

gurrents meke 1t dangerous,

(3).
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» Joat Lending. On soft sandy beach sbout 30 yards

Sorth of gentry pier, but swell umakes it difficult.

: (4). Populstion. Uninhebited.

|

(5). Irade. il.
‘ (6). Water, None was found but the presence of domesatioc
plg, gone wild, indicated its presence. Large storesge
well wae dry.
Supplies and Communlications. Nil,
(9). Alr sultability.

: (a) Lagoon., Leke in the middle of the island is
much too shallow and patohy to be o1 any use.

(b) Open Tea, OSwell too large and swings round the
island,

(a) Other requirements. The ground is extremely
rough due to the extensive guano workings,
and would require an imprasticable smount
of work to make it serviceabdle,

T T - D W - w— -
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~4 . venniong lsland, Visited 20th Auguat to let September L9956

(1). Qepersl Informetion. A large low lying atholl 9 miles

by 5 miles, well planted with cocoanut trees with e large
and mostly shallow legoon, It is edministered by an
Administrative Officer (Mr. S.u. Leombruggen) whose
residence is at the cable station on the North West
gorner. The settlement for copre workers is at Baerau,
on the Southern Foint of the entrance to the lagoon, and
was in very good condition,

(2). Anchorage. Good open anchorsge for eships of any size i

avallable &t "haler anchorage, 9ff the cable stetlion.
hips up to sbout 250 feet drawing less than 12 feet,
gan enter the legoon and anchor well inside but
entering the pass should be done at slack high water
only, owing to very strong ourrent and eddies even in

the celuest westher.

(3). Boet Landing., Through a break in the reef and on soft

sandy sheltered beach at "haler enchorasge. There is @
pler with about 10 feet of water at Beersu alongside
which schooners segcure,

(4). Population. 20 British, 19 Chinese and 75 Gilbertese.

(There are also 4 British and 55 Gildertese working
copre on "ashington leland). Nost of the British and all
the Chinease are employees of the Cable Compeny whose

-

Yaneger is iNr, G, Tdwards,




‘« (5). Trede. Fenning Islend Ltd,, went into liguidetion in
1955, and the copra is now worked by Hessrs. Burns,
Fhilp under the name of Fanning lalend Plantations,
Ltd, In the past up to 7000 tons annually have bheen
exported but 1t isnot thought that it is as muoh osB
that now, elthough I have no doubt that the very able
Manager (Mr. Gow) will soon work it up again.

(6). Water. A fair supply of water from wella and

gatchments tanks at both "haler enchorege and Haerau.

(7). Supplies, nly cocosnuts and fish, All supplies are

imported from Honolulu, welnly by the American Cable
‘ompany's Steamsr "Dickinson”, chartered by the British
Cable Compsny., GSchooners Ifrequently call Ior copra

and the lslend 1s ocoasionully visited by pussing
steamers and American yachtoe.

(8). Communications., Connecting link of the Pacific cable

from Semfield (Canada) t¢ Suva. ;mall %/T station
H transmitting up to about 500 miles,

(9). Alr Suitability.

(a) Lagoon. The Admiraslty chart sppears to be
gorrect. A two hour trip in a motor boat
proved that there 1s only two feet oI water
anyvhere t¢ the North and West of Nnglish
iarbvour, and 1 was informed that the South and

agtern portion was similar, ‘he only
practical lending is in an “ast North “sst
direction from the entrance of the lagoon

for o distance of one mile, and possibly “ast
South Test for one mile.

(b) Open Sea. During most of the year it would bde
guite precticable to land off Whaler anchorage
| a8 the awell dJdoes not appesr to work round
f the island., If the very ianfrequent Westerly
is blowing, landing would be possible on the
ast side but there is no entrence ianto the
lagoon for shelter.

(o)




L.

(¢) Other reguirements. Shedsend slipways could
easlly be constructed either at Whaler
anchoreage or at Ysersu, a smell amount of
blasting coral would be required at the
former, ooring bvuoys for aircfaft could
easily be laoid et Vheler anchorage., A
shore lending ground, sbout two miles long
in an ¥ost and West direction, and about
helf & mile broad could probably be made on
the Southern side at Feao, but would require
congideravle drainsge to meke it prasctioable
after rains. A resident reported that this
land hed onge been flooded by the tide in
the last twelve years,

(10.) Finencial. The heavy duty charges on imports,

especially foodstuffs, is zuch discussed Dy the
British populetion, also the incongruous situation
whereby they have New Zealand stamps, Australlian
gurrency, and most of thelr lmports have To be pald

in either sterling or dollars.
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Gegort on emsller islands vieived by M.M.5. "Wellington"
't on sir gultebility.

", : .

= Chrietumas Jalend, Viaited 2nd to 4th September 1936,

!

\l). General Information., An extremely large atholl 14 miles

Oy 12 mileo, with a tongue 17 miles by 5 miles extending
| to the “ast South "ast, with & lagoon on the Western side,
and meny lskes. Coocoanut trees have been planted on the
north and "est sides, the remaining land iz mainly
soveraed with scrub., The entrance to the lagoon is on the
esteorn cosst, the settlenent London is on the lorthern
silde, and that of Paris, now uninhabited, on the Southern
side of the entrance. The settlement was clean and tidy
and the lebourers happry andwell looked after. The island
is owned dy Yons., .5« Hougler, a Frenchman, who is very

much at loggerheads with the french suthorities at

Tahitli, 2nd he says he is trying to lesse the island to

legars. 2urns, rhillp Ltd., and TO0 give up his rrench

nationelity and become a naturalised EDngllishman or
\meriosn, iis maneger, who is at present in oharge, i

an extremely nice and capable Czecho Slovakian, frank

Yerabek.

(2). Aughorage, Good open anchorsge for any oclass of ship
is avallsble outeide the reef oIf london, and snother 1is
reported off Feris, but the lsgoon is to¢ shellow Ior any

ship drawing more than 5 feet.,

(3).




(3). Bost wending, There is o small pler, 8§ feet alongside

at London, but the epproasch to it is narrow and studded

#ith coral heads, snother boat lending is reported off

“aris.

(4). Population., 14 men, 7 women and Z children, all

Tahitien except Mons, end ¥me., Yerabek, and two
Penrhyn women, the latter are endeasvouring to obtain
passports to go 1o Tshiti,

(5). Trade. About 500 tons of copre is exported to Tahiti
annually, the island being vigslited Dy sohooner sdous
three timee & year., The Americaen motor trading
schooner "lIslander" also calls sbout thres times & year
to collect fisgh for Honolulu, and ocoaslionally 1t 1is
vigited by American yachts,

(6)., Water. Ceatchment tsnks st London and & good well 18
reported at Perie,

(7). Supplies. Fish sund cocosnuts only.

(8), Communications. Wil.

(9). Air suitability,

(a) Leagoon. A three hour trip in a motor bost
revealed thet the whole of the legoon Horth
gnd Sast of London hmss only about two feot
of weter., Further South and "gat of Paris
there are meny lanes of about 1l miles long,
ebout 15 feet deep, running in several
directions, and if properly surveyed it lis
considered probabvle that good landing and
taking off stretches could ve lound,

(b) Cpen Sesn. uite prascticable anywhere in the
bay on the west side es the swoll does not
work round the ifeland, but not advisable to
lend on the “astern side (Bay of Wrecks) owing
to strong current which always sets to the
igstward, and there is absolutely no shelter.

(¢) Uther reguirements, t would be dirffigult to
gonatruct slipways or sheds at London but
probably eaasler at Paris. Nooring buoys for
seaplanes could be lald outside the reef at
wondon and also inside the lagoon. It le
Sonsidered thet & good lsnding ground about
two milea square could fairly ceasily bde made
on the North fringe. It would mean cutting

down o few cocoanut trees and not mush levelling
anl there are no:obstruetions in anvcdirvect &g?

d— .

—
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"“e Jarvis lsland.,

Ho¥M,5. "Wellington" passed Jarvie Island at &
distance of 3} miles at 0730, Saturday 5th September 1936,
the Americen ensign was hoisted on & flagstaff erected on

the beacon as s00n asa the ship wes sighted, i1t is & very

low guano island, 14 miles by 4 mile, with no trees or

gorub, Two new houseés had been ergoted close to the beacon,
end two W/? polea 30 feet high were seen close to the houses.
Irigonometrical beacons had been erected, one on North Comat,
one on South Coast, and one on the South "estern polint, the
latter appesared to have an apemometer. The landing place
appeared to be close to the besoon on soft corasl sand, where
two gentle slopes had been ocut in the bank leading up to the
nouses,

Three inhabitants were observed,
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(1), Ceneral Information. A low atholl 4 miles by 2 miles,

conaisting of three islets, well planted with cocoanuts,
surrounding a trisnguler lagoon whioh lg studded with
coral shosls and pinnscles., A long sandy spit extends
for three miles 10 the westweard, The only settlement 1is
on Puke Puka Ielend, end wes in excellent condition,

the natives appearing to be very happy and contented.

It 48 run by a Heslident Agent (Nr. G, Heanry) who was
absent at Apla owing to serious illneas of his wile,

L wWags shewn round dy an American essay writer,

ir. H. ¥frisble, who apparently spends most o0f his life
here.

(“)0 .\3‘.0"107‘&;0. :"il.

(3)., Boat Lending, Difficult and very shallow, land in
native ocanoes over a reef,

(4)., Population., 651 and increasing repidly.

(5).Trade. About 150 tons of coprs annuslly exported by
occasional schooner to Aplia or '‘arotonga.
(6)., Water., Lorge catohment tanks only.

(7). Supplies. Fish, cocoanuts and good taro fields,

(8)., “omamunicationa. WNil,

Jo Alr suitsbility,

(a) Lagoon. Only possible in extreome emergendy.
#

(b) Open Sea, Impracticable unless exceptionelly
calm, as swell worke round island,

te¢) Other reqguirements, Nil.




(8),

(9),

Genersl Information., A lerge low etholl 7 miles by 6

miles, with a large and feirly deeop lagoon., It lies
approximately 4 miles t0o the Fastward of its charted
position, and is well planted with cocoanute, The

only setilement is on the large South West islet and

wes in exoellent condition., A lerge foman Catholie
church hae been duilt but not yet completed, The natives
were moet hospitedble, happy, and in excellent health,
especially the children,

Anchorage. Nil,

Hoat Landing., Over the reef in native boats or canoes

only.

epulation. 250, There ies no white men, the island

being run by & native Falpule,
'rade. About 200 tons of coore annually Ly schooner sbout

four times & year to Apis,

star. ‘ery large and modern csatohmsnt tanks,
Suppliesg. Migh and ococoenuts only. An effort is being

made L0 £row dananas.

copmuniontions. Nill,

Aly sultebility.

(a) Lagoon, This leagoon gave the appecrance of being
the most suitable of any visited during this
ceruise., 1t was obviously over two fathoms
deep Ior most oI the erom and did not appear
tv have nearly as many coral sand beanks or
pinnscles, 1t should be guite ecasy to obtain
a runl of two miles in any direction with no
ghstacles at either end,

(b).,




|
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{b) Open Sea. Frobably quite practicsable on the
lee side, but awell is apt to swing round

the Southern end to the settlement - there
is, however, no entrance S0 the lagoon.

shede and slipweys could
eepsily be construsted oan the lagoon side
of any of the islets.

(o) Cther reguirements.

M R e Wy -, -
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