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P.720/173. b December, 1958. 

MUT Herbertaon, 

With re ference t o my l e t t e r of today about 

i ' a c i f l c i s l a n d s ques t i ons , there i s one nspect o f the 

matter i n connect ion with C i v i l A v i a t i o n to which we 

should l i k e to draw s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n . 

As was s t a t e d in the l a s t sentence of the 

Foreign O f f i c e memorandum of the a^nd November, the 

important po in t i n t h i s connect ion would seem t o be to 

ensure tha t a B r i t i s h Commonwealth Company w i l l bo 

a v a i l a b l e , whenever r equ i red , to lodge an a p p l i c a t i o n 

wi th the United Sta tes Government f o r l and ing f a c i l i t i e s 

i n i s l a n d o under United Sta tes sovere ignty . 

I t seems c l ea r that the United Klngdor. representatives 

at the meeting proposed by the r.ew Zealand Government 

w i l l be expected to exp la in what are the United 
* 

Kingdom Government's ideas wi th rogard to the format ion 

o f such a Company. 

Presumably the cons idera t i on of t h i s quest ion 

and o f any other ques t ions connected wi th C i v i l A v i a t i o n 
which 
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which I t would be desired to ra i se at the proposed 
meeting w i l l f a l l to be dealt with by the Imperial 
A i r Com unicat ions Committee or a Sub-Committee of that 
Committee. In t h i s commotion, the question whether 
Trans-Tasraan Airways would be a su i tab le Company f o r 
deal ing with larger problems of Trans- i 'ac i f io f l i g h t 
i s one requiring very carefu l considerat ion. 

As regards the question of a meeting place, you 
wi l_ see that the dra f t telegram enclosed in my l e t t e r 
of today suggests that t h i s might be :.ew Zealand. The 
New Zealand Government suggested the meeting and are 
at present talcing the lead in these P a c i f i c Is land 
raattern, and we want to encourage the i r in teres t in 
these questions. Moreover, from the Internat ional 
point of view, a meeting in ;iew Zealand would, we 
should th ink , assume lesu in teres t than a meeting in 
F i j i , and would be l ess l i k e l y to rouse the United 
States to f resh embarrassing act ion. 

I am sending a copy of t h i s l e t t e r to Balfour 
and Acheson, and I enclose a copy of a l e t t e r to Jacob 
as to the matters referred to in the f i r s t part . 

We 



We should l ike to send the telegram to 
:;ew Zealand as soon as possible, and I should be 
grateful, therefore, i f you could let me know as 
soon as possible whether you concur in i t s terras, 
without awaiting consideration of the matters referred 
to in this letter. 

^ t ^ i i u c i j ( j , w . U l A U f c 


