of the 2t :m 1 mﬁWw
transmit hm(ihubﬁuolﬂﬁhﬁotm
Fresidont's message to Comgress on defence. The
proposals actually made fall short of the very
large inoresses, especlally in the alrforce,
which the press had led the publio to exveoct.
Plgures as high as $1,600,000 haa been eanvassed,
inotead of the §525,000,000 now asked for.

2. I have the homour to enclose notes by
the Naval, Militaty and Alr Attachls to this
Embassy on the detalled propogals contained in
the meosage.

e Fress comment has, on the whole,

been favourable, and relief at the moderation of
the Prasident's demnds 1s commonly expressed in
editorials. "Balanced” and "businesslike" are
typical adjectives from YNew York papers. BEven
the normally critical "lew York Herald Tribune"
callg the progranne "seemingly wellecalculated

to mect the actual nesds of the new conditions”.
The Seripps-Howard "lNew York World<Telegram"
thinks the programme is one which should and will
receive support. The "Baltimore Sun" and ome o
two Nid-Western papers feel that more information

The Right Honourable = /'ihf W
The Viscount Halifax, x.a.,{
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as ¥o dwny Wak AR Aanger Bo W5e DRLAsS SukRbe
hae lncreased mtuzmm-ammh
argue that the Presidont himsd f ls responsible
if 1t has.

4. A good deal of interest hes been arcused
by the re orted evidence given to the seorot

meeting of the House and Senate Military Affairs
Committes on January 10th by the United States
Ambagsadors in London and Parls, as mentioned in

my telegram No.18 of the 1lth January, and especlally
in ¥My. Xennredy's alleged disclosure that he was
responsible for Colonel Lindbergh's reo orts on the
German and Russlan aly forces and for thelr
communication to lils Majesty's Government. While
concedling that Lmportance must be attached to the
Ambassador's views, the press is, on the whole,
inclined to take thelr reorted warnings with a grain
of salt. On the other hand Mr. Bullltt recently told
the French Ambassador that he thought the members of
the Committeo were considerably impressed.

The timing of the secret session was certainly
planned by the sdministration to prepare the minds
of mombers for the President's defence message. This
gtrategy aprears to have been effective. The sum
asiced for 1s small Indoed coumpared with what Congress
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opponents who argue that the whole defence plan is
just a soare to throw dust in the eyes of the publie
which is getting tired of YNew Deal oxtravagance.

If he had asked for more he might have got 1t from
Congrenss, but evidently his mllitary experts have
warned him that in present conditions his programme
is adbout as big as is precticable in the coming
year. In thips connexion I would invite Your
Lordship's attention to the Alr Attaché's remarke.
B. As regards the state of public opinion

at large on the questlion of rearmament, the results
are worth mentioning of recaxt polls taken by the
American Institute of Fublic Opinlon, whose surveys
have proved remarkably accurate in the past. These
have shown that eight out of ten who took part in
them want to see the army and navy increased, and
that nine out of ten favour a larger alr-force.

The surveys aleoc show that a majority 1s even wililing
to pay larger taxes on this account. Nesrly half
the voters in a recent survey thought, moreover,
that the United States would have to fight Germany
again within thelr lifetime.

6. Since the foregoing was drafted an
Administration bill giving the Secretary of War
authority to provide up to six thousand airplanes

to the Alr Corps, together with aivships and

balloons/
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in the Senste. The bIll is reported to have
been introduced in the exact form in which the
ar Department drafted it and constitutes the
Tirst item of leglslation necessary to carry out
the Fresldent's rocommendations. In outlining
detalls of the defence programme to the House
Hilitery Affairs Committee Major General Armold,
the Chief of the Alr Corps, is reported as
emphasising strongly that the programme was
"for defence only.... and not for operation in
the Eastern Hemisphere or for the attack of any
other country"; also that 1t was necessitated by
"world conditions now prevailing and in prospect"”.
7. I am sending s copy of this despatch
to the High Commligsioner for the Unlted XKingdom
in Canada.
I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,
My Loxd,
Your Lordship's most obedlent,

humble servant,

(809) Ve A. L. MALLED,

H. M. ch“z‘ ar Aff&il“..



