The President's Messsge on Heslth, which
was mentioned in paragraph 7 of my despateoh Fo.

?f/é 101 E of the 26%h January end the text of which was
7 enclosed in my printed despateh No. 106 of the same
date. hae, brosdly speaking, been weloomed dby the
J_’;“ press which recognizes the need for meny of the
Ai. measures recommended. Oeneral spproval is, however,
.\ given warily; for there are features, suoch as the

proposed soheme of compulsory insurance and the
suggestion of Federal grants~inesid to the States,
whieh foreshadow, for some newspapers, a further
extension of the Federal government's powers over

the rights of Ststes and individuals.

2. It is the ocost of the progrsume whioch arouses
the moat misgivinga. This is estimated by the Pres-
ident's Interdepartmental Committee¢ as follows:=
Expangion of existing Pedersl-State coopersation health
progrume, §365 millions & year. Pederal grents-in-aid
for hospitel and cliniosl facilities {146 millions

e year. Federal grante-~inesid for medioal suttention
for the Part of the populstion unsble without health

inguranee to afford doetors fees, §50 millions the

first year, rieing eventually to §400 millions & year.

These are of course very large figures and in some
quarters/
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