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ARAPHRASB TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State f o r the 

Colonies t o t he Governor of F i j i * 

Sent 7 p«m., 8th March, 1939 

N0o3?o S e c r e t . 

Your te legram No(.43„ Defence Conference9 i t does not 

l o o k a t t h e p r e s e n t moment es though I t would "be poss ib le fo r 

t h e Conference t o open b e f o r e Easter . That b e i n g so , you w i l l 

n o t be back i n F i j i u n t i l e a r l y i n May i f you l e a v e on the 14th 

March* I t w i l l mean i f y o u r i n t e n t i o n i s t o t o u r from May 24th 

u n t i l August 7th that you w i l l be absent f rom Suva w i t h only a 

s h o r t break fo r the b e t t e r p a r t o f f i v e months. I am not aware 

what p rec i se l y i s urgency of questions that you wish t o discuss 

i n A u s t r a l i a , but in the circumstances you w i l l perhaps 

consider whether i t might not be advisable to postpone the v i s i t 

and merely leave F i j i in order to attend the Conference in New 

Zealand. You may be able to get an ear ly indication from the 

High Commissioner fo r the United kingdom in Hew Zec-lfmd who i s 

due t o a r r i v e there March 9 t h a s t o the l i k e l y date o f commence­

ment o f Conference -


