{, about the Pacific :nm-. 1 have m m‘

1\',}4‘(0/’?(&”, that on the 15th instant I called on ur. ltﬂ':ﬂ.
head of the Western Zurcpean Division of the »m

‘1"’[ W Department, snd said thet the President in his speech

éffa @ . at the White House dinner proposing The King's health

o O
{ W had referred to the guestion of Canton and Enderbury
: (b Islands, and had cited it ss an instance of the
| .
:t/" stetesmanship that could be possible between the two
2

grest nations, That, I said, had been a small matter,
but there was & yet wider question still open, namely
| that of title to other Pacific Islands and of Trans-
Pacific avistion which presented more scope for
statemmanship., Might I ask what progress the State
Department was making in its consideration of our
%/‘*’7 memorandum of last March?
2. ¥r, Moffat said that this mastter had been
] | back snd forth in the depsrtment and had become the
‘ subject of many papers, but one thing seemed clear,
namely that the Service Departuments were adamant

against allowing the use of Hawaii as an intermediary
base for non-Auwerican seroplanes. I sald that any
finsl decision in this sense scemed to me to remove

the inducement to us to proceed with general

discuasions,/
The Right Honourable
The Viscount Halifax, K.OG.,
ete., ete., ete.
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into any “m ‘m. tron .1‘0 Wes the dec . "
hed mentioned of s Departmental character only, or
had it been arrived st after more ststesmanlike

consideration of the whole issue?

Se ir. Woffat dewurred to the suggestion

that there was any room in the discussions for talking
sbout a quié pro guo, suggesting in fact that the
various questions st ilssue must be decided on the
basis of legul right. He admitted hewever that the
hint in our memorandum, thst perhsps terminal
facllities in Justralias snd New Zealand might be
refused, had not escaped notice. He said that all
decisions teken so far had bean based on ministerial
authority. MHe admitted thst His Msjesty's

Govermmont might have a sense of grievance in that the
United States Government had never yet stated its

claims, and he gald thst that aspect of the matter was

belng actively pursued and that a statenent of the
islands clsimed when ready would be found to be modest
(but that of course is a matter of opinion).

4. We were neither of us very cheerful at
this point of the conversstions but Mr. Hoffat
pointed out thst one good feature of the situation
was that the practical importance of islands and
landing places was not very urgent at the present
moment. He further thought it a good thing that the




srbitration, I said that there might be wisdom in
these views, and that it might perhaps be wise to
allow time to pass rather than to run into a deadlock,
I 4id not however know how long the guestions at issue
could be kept quiet, especlally on the other shore of
the Pacific where they might be of more actual
importance than here or in Rurope.
I have the honour to be,
{ with the highest respect,
‘ iy Lord,
| Your Lordship's most obedient,
humble servant,

| N (86D) R. Co LINDSAY f




