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So that there may be as l i t t l e delay as 

p o s s i b l e , a copy of the d r a f t minutes of the 
. V-'- O.D.C. meeting on the 51st May has been obtained 

and enclosed, and I annex a d r a f t telegram conson. 
• 

conveying author i ty to the Governor and High 
Commissioner to proceed immediately with -

(1) the creat ion of tv/o new European 
companies of the F i j i Defence Force at 
Lautoka; 

(2) an approach to the Government of Tonga 
on the p o s s i b i l i t y of ra i s ing a Defence 
Force of one company; 

and g iv ing him the substance of the conclusions 
reached at the O.D.C. meeting on the other po ints 
discussed in^ithe Report of the New Zealand Defence 
Conference. The minutes of the meeting have not 
brought out the p o l i t i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s which are 
present in the case of Tonga and our t reaty 
o b l i g a t i o n to defend the Pro tec tora te , but the 
matter can be l e f t u n t i l we hear from the High 
Commissioner the r e s u l t of h i s approach to the 
Tonga Government. 

The question of the force to man the 
coast defence bat tery w i l l have to wait u n t i l we 
hear from the Admiralty. The dec is ions of the 
New Zealand Government on the A i r recommendations 
of the Defence Conference are InfpJB*) > but t h e i r 
dec i s i ons on the Army recommendations are not yet 
a v a i l a b l e . I have worded the d r a f t telegram 
accordingly . 

I understand that Part I I I of the Report -

the P a c i f i c a i r routes - i s being dea l t with on eShe* 

another f i l e . The comments i n paragraph 19 onwards 

of 



o f ( 7 ) from S i r H. P . Ba t t e rbee a re i n t e r e s t i n g . 

Sooner or l a t e r t h e q u e s t i o n o f u n a t t a c h e d 

i s l a n d s w i l l have to be d i s c u s s e d a g a i n . 

I am m i n u t i n g s e p a r a t e l y on 

85239/39 on the s u b j e c t o f t h e R . H . V . R . aL^JcT 
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/. I am a f r a i d t h a t , owing to much p r e s s u r e 

o f o t h e r work , I have h e l d t h i s up f o r some days . 

2», I have now expanded somewhat Mr. V/atherston1 s 

d r a f t t e legram and submit i t f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I ought , p e r h a p s , to draw a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f o l l o w i n g 

p o i n t s : -

( a ) the recommendation t h a t Suva s h o u l d be made a 
C a t e g o r y A de fended p o r t v / i l l have t o be 
f o r m a l l y s u b m i t t e d to the C . I . D . I n p o i n t o f 
f a c t , however , t h e r e v / i l l be no d i f f i c u l t y 
about t h i s , and Major J a c o b , t o whom I have 
spoken on t h e t e l e p h o n e , agrees t h a t i t w i l l 
be s a f e t o t e l e g r a p h on the l i n e s i n d i c a t e d 
i n the d r a f t ; 

00 



("b) a s r e g a r d s t h e p r o p o s e d company i n T o n g a , 

t h e G o v e r n o r s t a t e d i n h i s t e l e g r a m ofc t h e 

( 4 on P a r t I 1 5 t h May t h a t i f t h e p r i n c i p l e o f r a i s i n g 
o f t h e f i l e ) 

a T o n g a n company w e r e a c c e p t e d , h e w o u l d 

a d d r e s s u s " a s t o t h e p r o p o r t i o n , i f a n y , 

o f t h e c o s t t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f Tonga m i g h t 

b e a b l e a n d v / i l l i n g t o c o n t r i b u t e " . I 

t o l d t h e C o m m i t t e e t h e s u b s t a n c e o f t h i s 

p a s s a g e , a n d w a r n e d them t h a t u n l e s s a s s i s ­

t a n c e c o u l d b e p r o m i s e d f r o m I m p e r i a l f u n d s 

i t was q u i t e p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e T o n g a n p r o -

p o s a l c o u l d n o t b e p r o c e e d e d w i t h . The 

C o m m i t t e e f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d , I t h i n k , t h e 

p e c u l i a r p o s i t i o n o f T o n g a i n t h i s m a t t e r , 

b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s t h e r e was a v e r y g e n e r a l 

f e e l i n g t h a t t h e r e w o u l d b e n o c a s e f o r 

a s s i s t a n c e f r o m I m p e r i a l f u n d s t o v / a r d s t h e 

r e c u r r e n t c o s t . I n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , I 

t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d b e j u s t i f i e d i n t a k i n g 

t h e l i n e i n d i c a t e d i n t h e d r a f t ; 

( c ) t h e f i n a n c i a l p r o p o s a l s i n t h e G o v e r n o r ' s 
( 1 2 o n d e s p a t c h o f t h e 1 7 t h J a n u a r y h a v e n o t y e t b e e n 
6 2 1 4 / 2 0 A / 3 9 ) 

s e e n b y h i g h e r a u t h o r i t y . I a s s u m e , h o w e v e r , 

t h a t we c a n t a k e t h e l i n e i n d i c a t e d i n t h e 

d r a f t . A c t u a l l y , e v e n i f F i j i h a s t o i n c r e a s e 

i t s r e c u r r e n t e x p e n d i t u r e on D e f e n c e somewhat 

a b o v e t h e f i g u r e o f £ 1 8 , 0 0 0 m e n t i o n e d b y t h e 

G o v e r n o r , I s h o u l d n o t r e g a r d t h i s a s a 

s e v e r e b u r d e n , s i n c e i t w o u l d s t i l l o n l y r e p r e ­

s e n t a b o u t 3 p e r c e n t , o f t h e t e r r i t o r y ' s 

r e v e n u e . T h i s w o u l d b e c o n s i d e r a b l y l e s s 

t h a n a number o f D e p e n d e n c i e s a r e h a v i n g t o 

s p e n d on d e f e n c e , n o t t o m e n t i o n H .M.G . i n 

t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m . 



I t seems to me that i t w i l l be d e s i r a b l e 

to get the concurrence of Serv i ce Departments and 

of tie Dominions O f f i c e in the d r a f t telegram . 

Thus the proposa l that H.M.G. should bear h a l f 

the cost of the landing grounds i n F i j i w i l l 
i n v o l v e a p r o v i s i o n on A i r Vo tes , and Mr .G i lber t 

( t o whom I have spoken on the te lephone) th inks 

tha t before we make any d e f i n i t e statement on 

the sub jec t the Finance Branch of the A i r M i n i s t r y 
should see, so that they can make the r e q u i s i t e 

arrangements. Accord ing l y , I have added i t e d r a f t 

l e t t e r s to the Serv ice Departments and the Dominions 
O f f i c e , sending them the d r a f t telegram f o r con ­
currence. 

ty-, I am sending forward separate ly a d r a f t 
despatch concerning the proposed format ion of a 

R.K.V.R. u n i t in F i j i . 

13.6.1939. 
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I have incorporated i n the d r a f t telegram 

the amendments suggested by the Departments concerne 

I have a l s o "been through i t again with Mr.Y/ather-

s ton , i n order to check a doubt fu l po in t about 

Ocean I s land . 
I suggest that i t should now i ssue . 

The f i l e might r e c i r c u l a t e in order tha t we may 
consider whether f u r the r ac t ion w i l l be necessary 
as regards the proposal that the 7/ar O f f i c e should 

supply c e r t a i n arms and ammunition- e tc . I 
understand from Major Hears that there i s l i k e l y 

t o be no d i f f i c u l t y about t h i s , sub jec t , of course, 
t o the overr id ing cons iderat ion that any demands 

w i l l have to take t h e i r due p lace in the p r i o r i t y 

l i s t . 

> 

7. 7. 1939. 
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Unfor tunate ly our main f i l e about the New 

Zealand Defence Conference i s temporar i ly miss ing . 
V<e can, however, te legraph f o r thw i th to the Governor 

of F i j i on the l i n e s of the annexed d r a f t ; I agreed 

wi th Mr. P i tb l ado tha t we would do t h i s as soon 

as the Dominions O f f i c e had produced t h e i r telegram. 

A f t e r the i s sue of the telegram Mrj^argg and 

ty 

P.^n'd M. Department should see 

- / ^J2-*Z 

1.8.1939. 
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