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Bran an jaiBAaaY, 
WAiSHIN ::r<JN, D . C 

April 4th, 1940, 

Mo, 316. 
HJT Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit to Your 
Lordship herewith copies of a resolution introduced 
into the senate by senator Jlark in September last , 
calling for the appointment of a committee of seven 
Senators to study and investigate "the act iv i t ies 
of any person, firm, or corporation acting for any 
foreign nation, by way of propaganda or otherwise, 
having as their ultimate goal or tending to cause, 
directly or indirectly, a change in the neutral position 
of the United States in the conflicts now being waged 
abroad". The Senate Committee on Foreign delations 
has just Issued a favourable report, of which I also 
enclose copies, and there i s quite a strong likelihood 
that when the resolution eventually comes on to the 
f loor of the senate i t wi l l be approved and that the 
committee of investigation which i t envisages wi l l then 
be set up. 
2. As Your Lordship i s aware, senator Clark i s 
one of the most rabid of the isolationist senators. 
His resolution i s so worded that the committee of 
investigation might be precluded, i f they adhered to 
their terms of reference, from investigating any but 
all ied propaganda, since oerman propaganda might be 
held not to be aimed at changing "the neutral position" 
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of the United s tates of America* Another d i s ­

agreeable feature of the resolut ion i s that the 

committee would be empowered to require the attendance 

of any witnesses and the p r o d u c t i o n of any papers that 

i t might think a d v i s a b l e . Thus i t would a p p a r e n t l y 

be w i t h i n t h e i r powers to examine the a r c h i v e s o f 

the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y of I n f o r m a t i o n i n New York . 

3. On the o t h e r hand i t has been a t a t e o i n the 

p r e s s , and we hare some c o r r o b o r a t i n g e v i d e n c e , t h a t 

the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s c o m p i l i n g a comprehensive r e p o r t 

on German propaganda which American o f f i c i a l s Know to 

be h i g h l y o rgan i sed and v e r y a c t i v e . 

4. I am send ing a copy o f t h i s despa tch w i th 

e n c l o s u r e s t o the D i r e c t o r o f the a r i t i s h L i b r a r y o f 

I n f o r m a t i o n . In the event o f the r e s o l u t i o n be ing 

approved by the s e n a t e , I w i l l c o n s u l t w i th V% F l e t c h e r 

aa to the measures he shou ld take to sa feguard the 

c o n f i d e n t i a l p a r t s o f h i s a r c h i v e s * 

I have the honour to b e , 

w i th the h i g h e s t r e s p e c t , 

My L o r d , 

Your L o r d s h i p ' s most obedlen' 

humble s e r v a n t , 

(SOD) LOT IAW 


