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taking the place of the hopes originally placed in
the discussicrg, md it was therefore hzghly

desireble to discover some way out before feeling
became too exacerbated. MLatters were being discussed
which were of the utmest concern to British interests
end Mr, Tojo said he was therefore somewnat surprised
that His Majesty's Qovernment were taking no part in
the discussions. Vhile he could understand that in
the early stages we might prefer to have mattera in
the hands of the United States Govermaent, a point had
now veen reached where a breakdovn might have reper-
cussions upon British interests., The Uinister said he
had e strong impression thet, for reasons best known to
themselves, the Unlted Statee Covernment were
deliberately dragging out the negotiations., If this
were so it would of course be impossible for the
Japanese Governmment to continue them.

Speaking for himself, Sir Robert Craigie
told the Japanese Foreign Minister that he felt sure
that there had bLeen no desire in any quarter
deliberately to drag out the negotiations. But as he
understood the position, the United States Government
had been unable to elicit sufficiently definite
assurances and undertakings in regard to Japan's
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Government towards the negotiations, 8ir Robert
Craigie suggested that it was one of helpful
expectancy, and that while the Foreign Hecrefary was

desirous of seeing a settlement reached which would
be just to all the partiss concerned, he was equally
anxious not to intervene in any manner likely to
hamper the diescussions between the United States and
Japan,

Upon receipt of the above report of his
interview with the Japenese Foreign Hinister, 8ir
Robert Craigle was instructed to speak to him as
follows.

Although His Majesty's Government are not
fully acquainted with the detalls of the conversations
which have bLeen teking place, they are aware that the
United States Govermuent have been seseking a tesis of
discusslion wiiulh the Japanese Government towards a
general settlement in the Far Kest. The British
Government belisve such e settlement to be in their
own best interests as well pe those of Japan and it
is their sarnest desire that it should be achieved.
It cennot be expected however that all the giving
should be on the British side, and no advantage is
seen in entering upon negotiations unless some basis
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of the United States aommt mw 1 avare

| of the British position. Morsover the united mm

I Government have sssurcd the SBritish Government (and
it is believed tuat shey have so informed the Japanese
Govermment) that should mebusl negotiations become
possible the British Govermment will at once be
consulted. At that point the British Government will
be very ready to collabvoraste with the United States
and Jupanese Governmente in seeking a solution of
their joint probleus.

8ir Re Craigle wae further authorised,at

his own discretion, to urge upon the Japanese Govermaent
the advantage of a supreme effort to reach agreement
with the United States, as against the desperate risks

: to Japan of allowing a situation to develop ir which
it might no longer be possible to control the issue of
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