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My Lord Marquess, ^ 
I transmit herewith a copy of a note of the 

4th October by the C i v i l Av i a t i on Department o f the 
A i r Min i s t ry , drawing a t t e n t i o n to the importance o f 
excluding the s i t e s a t present in use or in 
contemplation f o r commercial a i r transport serv ices from 
the scope of the negot ia t ions f o r the lease of bases i n 
B r i t i s h t e r r i t o r i e s to the United States Government, and 
expressing the opinion that the use of these bases 
should be l im i ted to defence purposes. As at present 
advised, His Majes ty ' s Government accept the standpoint 
adopted i n t h i s paper as a b a s i s f o r d i scuss ion when the 
experts meet in London to determine the tex t of the f i n a l 
leases* In p a r t i c u l a r i t i s f e l t that i f the bases were 
to be made a v a i l a b l e for c i v i l a v i a t i o n purposes, such 
a concession would i n e v i t a b l y g ive r i s e todemands f o r 
s i m i l a r f a c i l i t i e s i n other n o n - m i l i t a r y respects^ I t 
appears probable that the United States a u t h o r i t i e s 
themselves do not intend that the leased areas should 
be made a v a i l a b l e for c i v i l a i r c r a f t , having reg.ard to 
the f a c t that Pan-American Airways applied on the 14th 
October to the Government o f Tr inidad f o r a 99 year 
lease a t the present Piarco aerodrome, which they 
presumably would not have done i f they were await ing the 
grant of f a c i l i t i e s themselves in the area to be leased 
to the United States Government in that is lando I t i s a l so 
to be noted that no s p e c i f i c reference to the use of 
the bases by commercial a i r c r a f t i s contained in 
the o r i g i n a l d r a f t l ease put forward by the United 
States a u t h o r i t i e s , which Your Lordship re jected when i t 
was submitted to you by Colonel Knox (v ide the enclosure 
to Mr* B u t l e r ' s despatch No*937 of the 29th October). 

2* I t i s at the same time appreciated that , 
ac t ing upon ins t ruc t ions which re lated to the e a r l i e r 
dec i s ion of the War Cabinet ^n the 29th J u l y to grant 
f a c i l i t i e s to Pan-American Airways in cer ta in B r i t i s h 
West Indian I s lands , you s t i p u l a t e d , both in a l e t t e r 
to Mr. SumUer Welles of the 8th August and subsequently 
in your note to the S ta te Department No»459 of the 
26th September, that the uncondi t ional use of a i r 
f a c i l i t i e s should be a v a i l a b l e to any B r i t i s h a i r 
transport undertaking engaged i n the operat ion of 
serv ices between the West Indies and North and South 
Americao In t h i s connexion I enclose copies of a 
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departmental minute descr ib ing the developments which 
rendered the above-mentioned ins t ruc t i ons no longer 
app l i cab le to the s i t u a t i o n , as a l so of a minute by the 
Foreign O f f i ce Legal Adviser commenting upon what has 
occurredo 

3. I should be g r a t e f u l i f , a f t e r cons ider ing 
the p o s i t i o n , you would take whatever ac t i on you may 
deem appropriate to reserve the p o s i t i o n of His Majes ty ' s 
Government with regard to c i v i l a v i a t i o n . You should 
in 8ny case not agree to any United States suggestion 
that the bases should be used f o r commercial a i r c r a f t 
without f u r the r reference to me f o r i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

I am, with great truth anr" respect , 
My Lord Marquess, 

Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y 1 s obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of S ta te ) 


