
Department of £tato 
Weenington 

December 13, 1940. 

S 

My dear Mr. Cbargtf d ' A f f a l r e s s 

j The r e c e i p t la acknowledged of your l e t t e r o f 
// '. Novemoer 22, 1940. enc loa lng a achedule descr ib ing 

the areas and f a c i l i t i e s propoaed to be granted to 
the United States for bases In Bermuda, the Bahamas, 
Jamaica, Ant igua, St* L u c i a , and B r l t l a h Guiana. 
Your l e t t e r <*onr'onte<i as regards t h i s schedule that 
the quest ion of the grant o f c o r t a l n other f a c i l i t i e s 
In Bermuda and H i Lucia la s t i l l unuer cons idera t i on 
and that the whole queat ion of tne area to be leased 
and the f a c i l i t i e s to he granted In Tr in idad i s a t i l l 
under examinat ion by the B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s * 

Your l e t t e r cont inue J that in the ma jo r i t y o f 
cases the exact boundaries of the areas to bo leaaed 
have ye t to oe d e f i n e d , and tnat Tt w i l l of course 
e v e n t u a l l y be necessary fo r formal leases to be con 
c luded In terms a l l l to oe agreed upon, l eas ing the 
areas In quest ion to the United States f o r the period 
o f n i n e t y - n l n o yeara: you added that before such leases 
can be concluded t t w i l l be necessary fo r var ious quea-
t lona concerning i n t e r a l i a matters of J u r i s d i c t i o n to 
oe d iscussed between our two Governments. 

Your l e t t e r fu r ther po inted out that His 
B r l t . a n i o Ma jes ty ' s Government has no des i re to s u j j e s t 
that work on the va r i ous bases should be postponed^ 
pending the completion of the formal l e a s e s , and that 
you were author ized to inform me that as f a r as the 
B r l t l a h Government are concerned the B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s 
are e n t i r e l y agreeable that work should be be .;un by the 
American a u t h o r i t i e s without f u r t h e r de lay on a l l the 
s i t e s the l o c a t i o n o f which ha e a l ready been agreed 
upon and which were se t f o r t h In the schedule enclosed 
w i th your l e t t e r . 

I have the f o l l ow ing oomenta to make concern-
lng the schedule which waa enclosed wi th your l e t t e r 
o f Movenber 22nd j 

Mr. M.M. B u t l e r , C . V . O . , 
Charge* d ' A f f a i r e s ad in te r im of 

Oreat B r i t a i n :>ermuda/ 
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Bermuda 
I t la noted that the schedule. In sub-paragraph ( e ) , 
reade as fo l lows| 

"The question of the grant of minor 
f a c i l i t i e s affecting an Island or Islands 
In the Great Sound Is s t i l l under consid
eration." 

I t i s ba l l eved that the f o l l ow ing would be a c l earer 
statement o f the present s ta tus t 

"The quest ion of the grant of 
f a c i l i t i e s a f f e c t i n g an Is land or Is lands 
In the Great Sound for the operat ion of 
seaplanes I s s t i l l under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . " 

I am unable to agree that the proposed seaplane bese 
of the United States In Bermuda can be described as 
the grant of "minor f a c i l i t i e s " . 

In sub-paragraph (a) presumably the reference to 
"Ro fe ' s Bay" should be changed t o "Richardson's Hay", 
and In sub-paragraph (b) "R iga ' s Bay" should bo changed 
to "Higg's bay" . 

The bahamaa 

The schedule f a l l s to mention an area o f one and 
one -ha l f square mi les which we des i re t o Include In the 
lease f o r the a c q u i s i t i o n of landing f i e l d s . I t Is 
therefore suggested t int t e f o l l ow ing statement be 
added to the schedulei 

"An area of about one and one -ha l f square 
mi les for use as a landing f i e l d , to be 
located a f t e r an engineering reconnaissance. 

Jamaica 
The word " o f " In sub-paragraph (b) should be 

changed to "and" . The sentence would then read as 
fo l lowss 

"Land area to Include Ooat I s land and the 
adjacent Ceys, and approximately t h i r t y -
three square ml las In and eas t of Oa' leon 
Harbor.* -

IOVI-R. 



In sub-paragraph (c) the word "Bight" should be 
changed to "Ridge11, and "Portland Island" should be 
changed to "Pigeon Island"• 

In sub-paragraph (d) It Is suggested that the 
figure "100 acres" be chsnged to "226 acres" to con
form to the larger area desired and Included In the 
draft l e t t e r s , ' 

B r i t i s h Guiana 
I t I s suggested that sub-paragraph (a) be 

changed to read as f o l l o w s j 

"An aerodrome on the Bank of the 
River Demerara twenty - f i ve mi les up w i th 
emergency p a t r o l plena f n c l l l t l e a . " 

The reason for t:ie suggested change Is that the present 
wording g i ves the Impression that t h i s I n s t a l l a t i o n 
Is pr imar i l y a seaplane base, whereas ac tua l l y I t 
w i l l be s land plane base with emergency p a t r o l plane 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

I am happy t o note your assurance that ths s u t h o r l -
t l e s of your Government are agreeable that work should 
be begun by the American a u t h o r i t i e s without de lay on 
a l l the s i t e s the l oca t i ons o f which have a l re n dy been 
agreed upon and which are set f o r t h in ths schedule 
enclosed wi th your l e t t e r under reference* I t i s my 
understa ding that t h i s statement in t h i s regard Is a 
formal assurance tnat work oaa be commenced Immediately 
on the above-mentioned s i t e s without wa i t ing f o r the 
s ignature of a lease for the property Involved, and 
that t h i s statement further c o n s t i t u t e s s formal a s 
surance that the B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s concerned w i l l 
acqulrs the propert ies on which the construct ion Is 
s tar ted and w i l l subsequently lease them t o the Govern
ment of the United States In accordance wi th the pro 
v i s i o n s of ths basic exchange of notes o f September 2 , 
1940, 

I t i s fur ther my understanding that I f condemna
t ion proceedings are required In any of the areas 
designated the appropriate B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s Imme
d i a t e l y w i l l I n s t i t u t e such proceedings• I t i s un
derstood that meanwhile the Jn l t ed f t a t e s a u t h o r i t i e s 

s h a l l / 



4 

• h a l l bo f r e e t o p r o c e e d w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h o u t 
d e l a y . 

I h a v e n o t e d t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t i t l a t h e w i s h 
o f y o u r G o v e r n m e n t t h a t , i f p o s s i b l e , a n y m a j o r c o n 
s t r u c t i o n work I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e p r o p o s e d b a s e I n 
A n t i g u a s h o u l d be p o s t p o n e d u n t i l J u n e , 1941* I n 
y o u r l e t t e r o f November 21 t h , y o u a d d t h a t a f u r t h e r 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m London makes I t c l e a r t h a t i n t h e 
m e a n t i m e t h e G o v e r n o r has n o o o j e c t l o n w h a t e v e r t o 
a n y p r e l i m i n a r y o p e r a t i o n s on the p r o p o s e d a i r b a s e 
b e i n g b e g u n f o r t h w i t h . I t l a b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e m i n o r 
f a c i l i t i e s now p l a n n e d f o r I m m e d i a t e i n s t a l l a t i o n 
w i l l n o t f a l l i n t h e c a t e g o r y o f m a j o r work and w i l l 
n o t u p s e t t h e l o c a l l a b o r m a r k e t . I n any e v e n t I t 
l a c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e e m p l o y m e n t o f l o c a l a n d I m p o r t e d 
l a b o u r on a l l work c a n be h a n d l e d t o t h e c o m p l e t e 
s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e G o v e r n o r . 

A s y o u k n o w , t h e P r e s i d e n t I s k e e n l y d e s i r o u s 
t h a t a l l o f t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s i n r e s p e c t t o s i t e s a n d 
l e a s e s f o r t ' e s e b a s e s s h o u l d be c a r r i e d t o a s u c c e s s 
f u l c o n c l u s i o n as s o o n a s p o s s i b l e . V . l t h t h a t I n v i e w 
I h a v e d e s i g n a t e d a n I n f o r m a l c o m m i t t e e t o h a n d l e 
t h e s e n e g o t i a t i o n s c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e f o l l o w i n g t M r . 
J a m e s C l e m e n t Eunn , M r . G r e e n H . H a c k w o r t h , and Mr . J o h n 
H l c k e r a o n # o f t h e A p a r t m e n t o f S t a t e ; C a p t a i n R . E . 
S c h u i r m a n n o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s N a v y , a n d L i e u t e n a n t 
C o l o n e l R . W. C r a w f o r d o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y . I t 
o c c u r s t o me t h a t I t m i g h t f a c i l i t a t e the c o n d u c t 
O f t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s I f y o u d e s i g n a t e d o f f i c i a l s o f 
y o u r Embassy t o c o n f e r w i t h t h i s I n f o r m a l c o m m i t t e e . 

I am, my d e a r r . u u t l e r . 

S i n c e r e l y y u r s , 

( i ^ n e d ) C0RI3ELL H iLL 


