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January 7 th , 19kl 

I telephoned to Mrs, R o o s e v e l t ' s 

Personal Secretary ( K i s s Thompson) t h i s 
morning. I reminded her of Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s 

telephone c a l l to me on January 2nd and s a i d 

I would ra ther rep ly o r a l l y by telephone or 

somewhere e l s e . Miss Thompson i n v i t e d me to 
g ive my rep ly over the te lephone. 

I s a i d Mrs. Rooseve l t had put 2 p o i n t s 

t o me: ( l ) what she should do wi th the cheques 
which had Reached her , and (2) whether she 
could s a f e l y put something i n her column t o 
the e f f e c t tha t she had rece ived some c o n t r i 

bu t ions and would g l a d l y accept o thers . 
1 have now consulted the t ex t of the 

N e u t r a l i t y Act and found that Sec t i on 8 (a ) 

made i t i l l e g a l f o r any person i n the U.S. to . -
s o l i c i t or rece ive con t r ibu t i ons on beha l f of a 

b e l l i g e r e n t government. 
I n the l i g h t of i h i s and o f our experience 

as regards donat ions p rev i ous l y sent us I v/ould 
venture to give Mrs. Roosevel t the f o l l ow ing 
r e p l i e s on her two p o i n t s : -
As regards ( l ) i t would be p e r f e c t l y a l l r i g h t 
i f she cared to send to t h i s Embassy the cheques 
tha t had been sent to her as the Embassy occu
p ied a p r i v i l e g e d p o s i t i o n i n respect of U .S . 
law and the s , D . did not ob jec t t o our accept ing 

spontaneous con t r ibu t i ons though they pre fer red 
tha t t h i s should be done wi th as l i t t l e pub
l i c i t y as p o s s i b l e . 

ks regards (2) I thought Mrs. Roosevelt would 

probably decide^jnot to w r i t e anything i n her 

column tha t looked l i k e an i n v i t a t i o n that 
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I t e l e p h o n e d to Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s 

P e r s o n a l S e c r e t a r y ( M i s s Thompson) t h i s 

morn ing . I reminded her o f Mrs . R o o s e v e l t ' s 

t e l e p h o n e c a l l to me on J a n u a r y 2nd and s a i d 

I wou ld r a t h e r r e p l y o r a l l y "by t e l e p h o n e o r 

somewhere e l s e . Miss Thompson i n v i t e d me to 

g i v e my r e p l y over the t e l e p h o n e . 

I s a i d Mrs. R o o s e v e l t had put 2 p o i n t s 

t o me: ( 1 ) what she s h o u l d do w i t h the cheques 

wh ich had Reached h e r , and ( 2 ) whether she 

c o u l d s a f e l y p u t someth ing i n h e r column t o 

t h e e f f e c t t h a t she had r e c e i v e d some c o n t r i 

b u t i o n s and would g l a d l y a c c e p t o t h e r s . 

I have now c o n s u l t e d the t e x t o f t h e 

N e u t r a l i t y A c t and f o u n d that S e c t i o n 8 ( a ) 

made i t i l l e g a l f o r any p e r s o n i n t h e U . S . t o . -

s o l i c i t o r r e c e i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s on "behalf o f a 

b e l l i g e r e n t government . 

I n t h e l i g h t o f ; h i s and o f our e x p e r i e n c e 

a s r e g a r d s d o n a t i o n s p r e v i o u s l y s e n t u s I wou ld 

v e n t u r e t o g i v e Mrs . R o o s e v e l t t h e f o l l o w i n g 

r e p l i e s on h e r two p o i n t s : -

As r e g a r d s ( l ) i t wou ld be p e r f e c t l y a l l r i g h t 

i f she c a r e d t o send t o t h i s Embassy the cheques 

t h a t had been sent t o her as t h e Embassy o c c u 

p i e d a p r i v i l e g e d p o s i t i o n i n r e s p e c t o f U . S . 

law and the S , D . d i d no t o b j e c t t o our a c c e p t i n g 

spontaneous c o n t r i b u t i o n s though t h e y p r e f e r r e d 

t h a t t h i s s h o u l d be done w i t h a s l i t t l e pub 

l i c i t y as p o s s i b l e . 

ks r e g a r d s (2 ) I thought Mrs. R o o s e v e l t wou ld 

p r o b a b l y d e c i d e Jno t t o w r i t e a n y t h i n g i n her 

column t h a t l o o k e d l i k e an i n v i t a t i o n t h a t 



Minutes, 

r e a d e r s s h o u l d s e n d f u r t h e r d o n a t i o n s t o 

h e r s e l f . The N e u t r a l i t y A c t h o w e v e r d i d 

n o t i n a n y w a y p r o h i b i t s p o n t a n e o u s d o n a 

t i o n s a n d I saw n o r e a s o n w h y M r s . R o o s e v e l t 

s h o u l d n o t p o i n t o u t , e i t h e r i n h e r c o l u m n , 

o r a t some p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e , a n d i n r e l a 

t i o n t o t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t h a t h a d a l r e a d y 

b e e n s e n t h e r , t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g t o 

p r e v e n t A m e r i c a n s m a k i n g o u t c h e q u e s t o t h e 

B r i t i s h C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e E x c h e q u e r . 

M r s . R o o s e v e l t h a d a l s o r a i s e d w i t h i 

me t h e p o i n t s t h a t t h e d o n o r s s h o u l d know 

e x a c t l y t o w h a t o b j e c t t h e y w e r e d o n a t i n g , 

a n d s e c o n d l y t h a t t h i s o b j e c t s h o u l d b e 

a g r e e a b l e t o t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t . I 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t Mr. R . R . A p p l e b y , 7 3 0 , 5 t h A ( v e . , 

N . Y . c o u l d g i v e a d v i c e o n t h e s e p o i n t s t o 

a n y p e r s o n s who c a r e d t o r e f e r t o h i m . 

M i s s Thompson p r o m i s e d t o b r i n g t h e s e 

p o i n t s t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f M r s . R o o s e v e l t . 
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