
My dear Lord Ha l i f ax : 
I am sending you herewith f o r your 

personal and conf ident ia l information a 
paraphrase of a message addressed to the 
President by Mr. Churchi l l and received 
l a s t evening. 

His Excellency 
The Right Honorable 

The Viscount Ha l i fax , 
B r i t i s h Ambassador. 



S E C R E T 
PARAPHRASE OP TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Dated June 7 , 1941 

A . In order t o prevent f u r t h e r German p e n e t r a t i o n 

we enter Sy r i a i n some f o r ce tomorrow. The a t t i t u d e o f 

l o c a l French t roops w i l l have a very m a t e r i a l e f f e c t upon 

the success of t h i s e f f o r t . A prominent hut n o t foremost 

p a r t w i l l he taken by de G a u l l e ' s Free French o u t f i t . A 

p roc lamat ion t o the Arabs o f f e r i n g i n the name of France 

complete independence and o p p o r t u n i t y to form e i t h e r three 

or one or three i n one f r e e Arab s t a t e s i s be ing i s s u e d by 

de G a u l l e . A t r e a t y somewhat on the Ang lo -Egyp t i an model 

w i l l f i x the r e l a t i o n s o f these s t a t e s w i th France , s a f e -

guarding e s t a b l i s h e d i n t e r e s t . The d e s i g n a t i o n to be g i ven 

General Catroux w i l l be French Delegate and P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 

r a t h e r than High Commissioner. 

B. V i c h y ' s r e a c t i o n t o what may happen i s something 

I cannot f o r e t e l l . Of course , they may r e t a l i a t e on G i b r a l 

t a r or Freetown, but I do no t myse l f th ink they w i l l do 

much worse than they are now d o i n g . I f you would keep your 

pressure upon them, I shou ld be most g r a t e f u l . Except f o r 

our d e t e r m i n a t i o n to win the war, we have no p o l i t i c a l i n 

t e r e s t s a t a l l i n S y r i a . 

C. Harriman i s see ing your son tomorrow b e f o r e l e a v i n g 

and I s h a l l see him myse l f a t luncheon Monday, I hope . My 

g r a t e f u l thanks f o r l e t t i n g Harriman take t h i s t r i p . 

S E C R E T 


