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sending over by t h i s hag a copy o f a 
19 /10 /125 /1, Paper No. 3 , o f the 30th 
"Techn ica l As s i s t ance from the Uni ted 

Th is w i l l "be sent at the same time as 
19 /10 /125 /1, Paper No. 2 , of the 30th 

wi th a d i f f e r e n t aspect o f the same 

My document, Paper No. 3 , i s the r e s u l t o f 
conversa t ions I had, with the assent o f the Min i s t e r o f 
Labour and N a t i o n a l Serv ice and other M i n i s t e r s concerned, 
wi th Mr. Harry Hopkins and Mr. Harriman about a p l an favoured 
by Mr. Hopkins, which envisages the f o rmat i on by the 
United S ta tes Government o f something corresponding t o our 
C i v i l i a n Techn ica l Corps and which, we ga ther , has been a 
f a i l u r e . I mysel f am concerned i n t h i s matter mainly from 
the p o i n t o f view o f s k i l l e d personnel f o r r a d i o , ni^ht 
f i g h t i n g and so f o r t h . The demands f o r Radio Mechanics 
are increas ing and our own resources o f the r i g h t k ind o f 
personnel are dry ing up» 

Consequently the f a i l u r e o f the p l an f o r the 
C i v i l i a n Techn ica l Corps i s a very severe b low, and i f the 
scheme favoured by Mr. Hopkins were s u c c e s s f u l , i t would be 
an immensely important c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the s o l u t i o n o f our 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

I had a t a l k wi th Mr. Harriman j u s t be fore he l e f t , 
and Paper No. 3 i nc ludes a summary. Notwithstanding 
Mr. Harriman's observat ion recorded at the end of the summary, 
i t i s c l e a r t h a t , whereas Paper No. 2 , so f a r as i t i s to be 
implemented, w i l l have to be fo l l owed up i n d e t a i l i n London, 
n e g o t i a t i o n s r e s u l t i n g from my paper , No. 3» w i l l have t o 
be pursued i n Washington. I t i s ev ident that the format ion 
o f an American C i v i l i a n Techn ica l Corps, p o s s i b l y as a branch 
of the e x i s t i n g American C i v i l i a n Conservat ion Corps, i s a 
matter e n t i r e l y f o r the i n i t i a t i v e o f the United S t a t e s 
Government. Our people i n Washington however, who have been 
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working on our own C i v i l i a n Technical Corps, could render 
a great deal of ass i s tance . For example, par t of the 
regu la t ions drawn up for our C i v i l i a n Technical Corps 
could probably "be adapted mutatis mutandis to the American 
p lan . 

Mr. Harriman suggested to me that we should at once 
inform the Embassy o f what had happened, and that you, or 
your representa t i ves , should get in to touch with Mr. Hopkins 
and himself on the i r a r r i v a l , and, in the case o f Paper No.3 
at any r a t e , continue the conversations begun in London. 

I ought to mention that we arranged that the 
A i r Ministry should undertake r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the 
B r i t i s h end of the negot ia t ions over the new proposa l , and 
that communications should pass through the same channels 
as b e f o r e . 

With best wishes, 


