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Mr. J . A. ORDv/AY, an undergraduate at 
Harvard, came to see me to -day w i th a very 
warm recommendation from 4 Mr. Hume Wrong of the 
panadian^Tegation. ( Mr. Ordway makes an extremely 
favourab le impress ion; he is obv ious l y in te l 
l i g e n t and sincere^ and i t seems to me there is 

uch to be sa id f o r h i s i deas , which are as 
ol lows• 

2. He i s anxious to organize a group of young 
Americans of co l l ege age who would go to England 
to do any work i n which they could be u s e f u l . 
They would be prepared to do s e m i - s k i l l e d labour 
such as dock -cons t ruc t i on ( i n which they 4rc 
t ra ined before going t o England); to work i n 
c i v i l i a n de fense ; or to j o i n the armed f o r c e s . 
They would want to s t ay on in "England a f t e r the 
war to a s s i s t i n the work of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

3. Their motives would be t h r e e f o l d : 
f i r s t l y , to do the v/ork; second ly , to arouse 
i n America the idea tha t there i s something 
p r a c t i c a l that i n d i v i d u a l young men can do to 
h e l p ; and t h i r d l y , to show the Eng l i sh that 
there are people in America who f e e l that way 
and to perpetuate in to the post -war per iod the 
e x i s t i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

4. As I t o l d Mr. Ordway, h i s suggest ions do 
not r e a l l y f i t i n t o any of the e x i s t i n g schemes 
f o r r e c r u i t i n g American manpower, except i n s o f a r 
as members of the group would want to j o i n the 
armed f o r c e s . They would not be s u i t a b l e f o r 
the C.^T.C. or f o r the t ra ined s c i e n t i s t s which 
the Supply M i n i s t r i e s r e q u i r e . But I s t i l l 
th ink the idea a very good one and that we should 
te legraph about i t to the F.O. Apart from the 
ac tua l se rv i ces they might be able to render , 
the propaganda va lue would be cons ide rab l e . 
Their main source of recrui tment would be a t 
Harvard and the other Eastern U n i v e r s i t i e s ; 
and a t Harvard i n p a r t i c u l a r there i s a good 
dea l of i s o l a t i o n i s t f e e l i n g among the under 
graduates . 

5.1 asked Mr. Ordway how f a r he had got in 
the way of o rgan iz ing a group. He sa id tha t in 
the absence of any i n d i c a t i o n tha t t h e i r s e r v i c e s 
would be required" in England, i t was not p o s s i b l e 
to go ve ry f a r , but he had been t a l k i n g t o a great 
many people in Harvard and elsewhere and was sure 
he could c o l l e c t p len ty of r e c r u i t s in a shor t 
t ime . From what I have seen of Mr. Ordway I th ink 
he i s probably r i g h t . He has been i n touch w i t h 
Pres ident Conant, who encouraged him, and he a l s o 
proposes t o wr i te to Mr. "/inant w i th whom I 
gather he has some connect ion . \ , 

/& Mr. Ordway 



6. Mr. Ordway hoped tha t he could get an 
ea r l y d e c i s i o n about t h i s , the main reason being 
that he and h i s f r i e n d s are most ly of about the 
d r a f t age; they w i l l there fore be l o s t to us i f 
we cannot get something s e t t l e d soon. 

"7. I suggest that we should te legraph about 
t h i s to the P.O.. asking f o r permiss ion to encourage 
Mr. Ordv/ay and t o assure him that i f he" can arrange 
w i th the U.S. a u t h o r i t i e s to c o l l e c t a group to 
come over , every e f f o r t w i l l be made t o u t i l i z e 
the i r serv ices to the f u l l . 

Mr. Ordv/ay's address i s : 

J . A . ORDV/AY, 23^-
E l i o t , H 53, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts . 
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