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couching the warning in less crude terms. ;ﬁég
this
said that he did not think/had weakened it but

pephapsréé;being in fairly friendly, but not too
friendly, language,had strengthened it. He

had also urgedinstead of thewarning occupying the
single sheet agreed upon between the P.M. and the

President.that there should be added a list of
the suggestions held out by Mre. Hull in the
earlier conversations as to the nice things
which Japan could expect to secure 1f she
behaved well, and proved by her acts a change
from a policy of aggression and force to one
founded on the basic principles which the U.,S.
and indeed G.B. stood for.

Going over the earlier history of his
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ébﬁ;bdkn42ak conversations with kMr. Nomura and their inter-

——

rupbion he said that before the President
returned from the meeting with Mr. Churchill,
the Japanese Anmbassador had come and asked

whether the conversations could not be resumed.

Mr. Hull had answered that he could only do so
i? there was a basis for them and reiterated

that he adhered strictly to the basic
Gy [ =3

vrinciples, e.g.;withdrawal othroeps from

4
China, equal position for all in China and

throughout/



in Nomura's last interview with the Presi-
dent) and therefore the conversations could
g0 on. He hoped he could gain time like
thise If they resulted in a peaceful set-
tl‘ement and. m‘/goved T—tares by her
actions that she had abandoned the policy of
force and aggression it would be all to the
good., But he thought there was probably
only one chance in 25 to 50 of this.
However he might have gained very useful
time, qpere was a;:%hcr danger he was
alive t;:%hat if the Japanese accepted all
“the demands and acted up to thein for say
six months and then broke their agreement,
the effect on the morale of China's army
and people might be bad. This and other
dangers of his policy he had to consider.
‘At the moment the situation in
Japan was extremely delicate as between
Kenoye and the party in favour of peace and
good sense, and the extremists, The
s8lightest thing might make the extremists
suddenly take matters into their own hands.
This was an aspect of the matter which it
would be well for H.M.G. to take into
iy careful/

his conditions (this I took to have oceurred
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public,

In connection with the delicacy of the
situation between Kenoye and those who thought
like him and the extremists he said the
situation was as Tollows:- There was first

| Mr. Roosevelt's warning; there was then }Nr.

Churchill's publie warning which had brought

| a storm of fury from the Japanese press;

i thirdly there was the oil situation which had

: also aroused the Japanese press against the U.S8.
f and there was the reception of the Chinese

|\ Ambassador by the President followed by the

| announcemeﬁt of the despatch of the lMagruder

| mission to China, All these were'jets of

)
boiling water poured into the witch¢s cauldron
seething in Japan® avd might make the hot-

tempered extremists lose their temner. Kenoye

-J7fegrediuhat the U,S.G. should be very careful

not to give the extremists a pretext for

upsetting him by charging that he was sacrificing

the aims of the Japanese imperial policy;Z'In
| this connection he thought it most unwise of

-‘ YA
| Mr. Nomura to have published[Prince Kenoye'® Aes”

et a !
{letter to the President. ;

Briefly/
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warnlng, Mr. Hull said that he would at once
hold a conference of his competent advisgrs
and hoped to be able to give me an answer
tnis afternoon. I left the alternative
texts with him.

He had kept the President fully
4informed of the history of his conversations
with the Japanese Anmbassador and of the
objects he was seeking to secure, I could

therefore know that the President, when he

| himself spoke with the Japanese or others,

would talk (at least he presumed this would
be the case) along the same lines,

Mr. Hull promised that if the
conversations produced any basis for serious

negotiations he would inform H.l.G.and the

Chinese Goverrment and (I gathered)r-the—u% A

Netherlands.
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