
August 30, 1941. 

We suggest : 

That as between the two^x*af ts , the B d r a f t be g iven 
pre ference ; 

That mention of the Uni£#u^States be avo ided ; 
That o b j e c t i o n t o Japanese encroachment be not l i m i t e d 

t o " the southwest P a c i f i c / a r e a " ; 

That express mention of "war" be avoided; 

That communication, when made, be c o n f i d e n t i a l t o the 

Japanese Government and, as t o "]^ext a t l e a s t , be not made 

p u b l i c . 

We suggest that in p lace of warning against "encroach

ment in the southwest P a c i f i c " the warning be made more 

broad, be made a warning asa4nst continuance in and expansion 

of a p o l i c y and program of conquest by f o r c e . 



His M a j e s t y ' s Government i n the Uni ted 

Kingdom have watched wi th grave conoern success ive 

encroachments o f the Japanese armed f o r c e s i n Indo 

china and the accumulating evidenoe o f an i n t e n t i o n 

on the par t of the Japanese Government t o oont inue t h i s 

p o l i c y of expansion by force or t h r e a t of fo rce i n t o 

countr ies bordering on E r i t i s h t e r r i t o r i e s . They 

cannot d isregard the p l a i n th rea t to secur i t y o f 

those t e r r i t o r i e s which such a p o l i c y would c o n s t i t u t e . 

His Ma je s t y ' s Government t h e r e f o r e , who 

have f o r t h e i r part no aggress ive i n t e n t i o n s e i t h e r 

aga ins t these coun t r i e s or aga ins t Japan h e r s e l f , 

f e e l s t h a t the time has oome f o r most complete candour. 

They accord ing ly f i n d i t necessary , in the i n t e r e s t s of 

peace, to l e t the Japanese Government know tha t any 

f a r t h e r Japanese encroachment i n the South-West P a c i f i c 

area would compel E i s M a j e s t y ' s Government to take 

counter measures even though these might lead t o war 

between Great B r i t a i n and Japan. 

August 2»th 1941 



His Majesty 's Government are aware of the 
communication whioh President Roosevelt made to the 
Japanese Ambassador on august 17th regarding the 
concern of the United States at Japanese mi l i tary 
a c t i v i t i e s in Indo China and the steps whioh the 
United States Government would be compelled to take 
i f the Japanese Government pursued a s imi lar pol icy 
in regard to neighbouring countries. His Majesty 's 
Government shares the concern of the United States 
Government and cannot disregard p la in threat to the 
seourity of Br i t i sh t e r r i t o r i e s , whioh such a pol icy 
on the part of Japan would const i tute . 

His Majesty's Government therefore, who 
have f o r the ir part no aggressive intentions either 
against countries bordering on Br i t i sh t e r r i t o r i e s or 
against Japan herse l f , f ee l i t necessary in the interest 
of peace to l e t the Japanese Government know that any 
further Japanese encroachment in the South-Y.'est Pac i f i c 
area would compel His Majesty's Government to take 
counter measures even though these might lead to war 
between Great Br i ta in and Japan. 

.August 29th 1941. 

Illl I I'M 


