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E l i o t B - U 
, Cambridge, *iaes. 
lh October 14, 19*1 

Dear l ir . Hayter, 
A f t e r reading your l e t t e r o f Oct . 2nd addressed 

t o John urdway and concern* ! with the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

d i s c o v e r i n g oppur tun l t i e s for young men t o serve i n 
England, the group of boys p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e res t ed 
I n the idea would lllce to ask a few ques t i ons . 

F i r s t , we would ll lce to know where we would be 

most u s e f u l ; in recons t ruc t ion work, i n the array, on 
the sea, anywhere, or i f the case i s such, whether we 
would be more bother than we are worth. 

You mention the need of t echn i ca l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ; 

could you e laborate a l i t t l e fu r ther? Host of us are 
c o l l e g e students and we would be able perhaps to f ind 

an oppurtuni ty to a c t i v e l y t r a i n ourse lves . 

The most in teres ted among us so far have teen boys; 

however, in the l a s t few weeks a growing number of young 
women have become i n t e res t ed and we wondered what se r 

v i c e s they could perform i n England. One of them, for ex 
ample, i s t r a i n i n g to become a nurse and we would l i k e 
to know whether these s k i l l s would be oust i n demand.or 
perhaps those of a d i f f e r e n t nature. 

Our group as i t stands now i s rather amorphous 
as might be expected due t o the unavoidable uncer ta in ty 

o f our program. However, i n the thoughts o f each of us 
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perhaps the foremost i s the idea of se rv i ce . V/e have 

discovered, tha t in t h i s country i n peace t ime ***** there 
i s the need o f a "moral equ iva lent of war"; t h a t the 

cha l lenge o f f ac ing and r e s o l v i n g a s o c i a l t ens ion i n 
an area s a t i s f i e s the need which young people f e e l f o r 

g i v i n g of themselves to the i r f u l l ex tent i n a con
s t r u c t i v e cause; we have r e a l i z e d tha t there are 

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s i n men which a c r i s i s s i t u a t i o n w i l l 
d e v e l o p , as i n the case of war, and tha t these should 
be g iven a chance to deve lop i n soc ie ty a t peace; we 
r e a l i z e that i f we are ever^have a success fu l i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l community we must f i r s t be disposed to l i v e 

together with cooperat ion and s e l f l e s s n e s s , f o r o ther 
wise i n te rna t i ona l i sm i s superimposed on a people who 
are not ready to accept the new o r i e n t a t i o n toward 

t h e i r feiibows and the i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t i s f a i l u r e . 

We have found these th ings to be true by shar ing i n 
the l i f e , work, s u f f e r i n g , and triumphs of r u r a l and 

urban communities in t h i s country and Mexico. Most o f 
us have spen$ some time i n the development of a work 
s e r v i c e for the e n t i r e country, both under the Ameri
can Friends Serv ice Committee, in the C i v i l i a n Conser
v a t i o n Corps, and i n perhaps the l a t e s t development, 

Camp -Vllliam James, named for the American phi losopher 
who f i r s t enunciated the p r i n c i p l e of the "moral equ iv 

a l en t . These wor*c camps are run on a cooperat ive b a s i s 
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and are composed of young people of d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l -

i t l ea and from a l l l e v e l s of s o c i e t y ; they o f f e r one a 

chance to t r y l i v i n g on a t r u l y democratic b a s i s , to meet 

problems of human i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p both w i t h i n and w i t h -

out the camps on an emp i r i ca l l e v e l . 
Since war i s in progress we must temporar i ly put 

as ide the conception of a "moral equ iva len t " i n our 
t he r e a l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l approach and deal with th ing. Thus 
the d e * f e a t of Germany i s for us a necessary means to 
an end. tfe want to p a r t i c i p a t e in the d e s t r u c t i v e aspect 
of the operat ion i n order tha t we may be J u s t i f i e d i n 
shar ing i n the t a sk of r econs t ruc t i on ; our r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
w i l l be on a man to man l e v e l ra ther than government to 
government. 

I t may seem f o o l i s h to you tha t we are i d e a l i s t i c 
a t a time such as t h i s ; however we f e e l tha t t h i s i s the 
p rec i se time to be of t h a t frame of mind; and furthermore 
we b e l i e v e t h a t our idea l i sm i s p r a c t i c a l l y founded i n 
the e m p i r i c a l ^ world and may be termed idea l i sm merely 
because i t i s a d i f f e r e n t approach; c e r t a i n l y i t i s an 
e s s e n t i a l cons idera t ion in the development of a true and 
l a s t i n g peace. We must p lan for the future now in broad 
o u t l i n e , f i l l i n g in e s s e n t i a l d e t a i l l a t e r according to 
a general p r i n c i p l e . I t i s e s s e n t i a l tha t we maintain 
a c e r t a i n o b j e c t i v i t y i n the matter in order tha t p re 
j u d i c e against Nazi ac t ions and Ideology cause us to be 
pre jud iced in our dea l ings with post-war G-ermany. This 
war must be fought in order to c lean the s l a t e , com-



p l e t e l y and f i n a l l y . Then we s h a l l be ready for a "moral 

equ i va l en t " on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l s ca le . 
This b e a u t i f u l o b j e c t i v i t y which we t ry t o mainta in 

may seem to you a rather d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n to take when 
your fami ly and f r i ends are constant ly under f i r e ; perhaps 

we would f a l t e r under a l i k e s i t u a t i o n . Emotions are 
t r i c k y th ings ; what we must try to do i s to use our emo
t i o n s as an incen t i ve toward the maintenance of our work

ing i d e a l the brotherhood of man. 
Th i s d i s c u s s i o n i s necessar i l y sub jec t i ve to a 

c e r t a i n degree; however we f e l t i t -vise to s h i f t the r e s 

p o n s i b i l i t y of correspondance in o r J a r that you would 

get a f u l l e r understanding of the group through the 
l e t t e r s which we send. In t h i s case your correspondant 
i s 

s incere l y yours , 

Norr is T ibbe t t s 


