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Personal and Secret 

December 23rd, 19U1 

My dear Wel les , 
You w i l l remember that at our 

l a s t conversat ion I gave you the substance 
o f the telegrams which I had received from 
Mr. Eden g iv ing an account of h i s conversa 
t i ons with M« S t a l i n in Moscow. A few more 
telegrams have now come in from Moscow and 
I th ink you w i l l be in teres ted to know t h e i r 

contents . 
In the f i r s t p lace , as regards 

Mr. Eden's general d i scuss ions with the Sov iet 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , you w i l l remember tha t I 
expla ined that M. S t a l i n was i n s i s t e n t that 
any agreement that might be signed should 
include a reference to the r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
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Russian pre-war f ront iers . In a telegram dated 
December 20th, Mr. Kden reported that at a 
further meeting with M. Stal in on that day i t 
had been agreed to postpone the negotiation of 
any actual agreements. Instead, M. Stal in had 
proposed that a f u l l communique1 should be issued. 
Mr. Eden concurred in th i s suggestion, end I 
enclose herein a copy of the text of the 
communique as f i n a l l y agreed upon. I t would 
seem that i t has also been agreed that this 
communique shal l be broadcast at midnight, Greenwich 
Mean Time, on December 28th/29th, and that for 
reasons of security nothing should be published 
before that time. 

In his telegram of December 20th Mr. Eden 
stated that the meeting that day had been cordia l , 
and in a subsequent telegram dated December 22nd 
Mr. Eden reported that h is discussions had ended 
on a f r iendly note. The f i n a l talks with M. Stal in 
had been most sa t i s fac tory , and Mr. Eden f e l t sure 
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that h i s v i s i t had been worthwhile and tha t 

some at l e a s t of past susp ic ions on the par t 
of the Russians had been a l l a y e d . Mr. Eden 
expressed the view that M. S t a l i n was s i n c e r e l y 
anxious to conclude some d e f i n i t e agreement with 
the B r i t i s h Government. M. S t a l i n would, however, 
d e f i n i t e l y not s ign u n t i l the B r i t i s h Government 
recognised the Russian f r o n t i e r s , and continued 
pressure on t h i s quest ion was to be a n t i c i p a t e d . 
Mr. Eden added that meanwhile the p o s i t i o n s o f 
Great B r i t a i n and of the United States were complete ly 

safeguarded. 
Secondly, as regards the Par Eas t , you w i l l 

remember that I t o l d you that M. S t a l i n had ex 

p la ined to Mr. Eden tha t whi le he would be in a 
p o s i t i o n to give ass i s tance in the spr ing he was 
most anxious not to provoke Japan a t the present 
moment. A subsequent telegram from Mr. Eden 
dated December 22nd reported a f u r the r conver
sa t i on with M. S t a l i n in which the l a t t e r confirmed 
h i s previous a t t i t u d e . M. S t a l i n had stated that 
a Sov iet dec lara t ion o f war on Japan would invo lve 
Russia in ser ious f i g h t i n g f o r which they were not 
a t present ready. Preparat ions were being made to 
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f rom the Par E a s t , b u t the n e c e s s a r y a r r a n g e 

ments wou ld not be completed f o r about f our 

months . M. S t a l i n haa gone on t o say t h a t he 
. " s l a ' i cm rijjnnsv -WMI a&iasriuma thought t h a t f rom the p o i n t o f v i e w o f R u s s i a n 

o p i n i o n i t would be much b e t t e r i f J a p a n were 

l e f t to attack:" the U . S . S . R . - a p o s s i b i l i t y 

wh ich he thought v e r y l i k e l y , though n o t j u s t 

a t the p r e s e n t moment b u t r a t h e r l a t e r on . 

Mr. Eden p o i n t e d o u t to M. S t a l i n 

t h a t i n the meantime t h e J a p a n e s e m i g h t adopt 

the p o l i c y o f d e a l i n g w i t h t h e i r enemies 

p iecemea l and t h a t the n e x t few months would 

be v e r y d i f f i c u l t i n the Par E a s t . M. S t a l i n 

had then conc luded b y s a y i n g t h a t he would l i k e 

the d i s c u s s i o n s r e g a r d i n g t h e Par Eas t to be 

resumed i n t h e s p r i n g when the S o v i e t Government 

would be i n a b e t t e r s t a t e o f p r e p a r a t i o n . He 

thought however t h a t the J a p a n e s e might a t t a c k 

the U . S . S . R . e a r l i e r , i n w h i c h c a s e the p o s i t i o n 

would be c l a r i f i e d . 
. , , Yours v e r y s i n c e r e l y , ( S G D ) H A L I F A X 

j r . o • \ o ve r ) 



P.S. You know most of t h i s a l ready from 
Wi riant, "but I thought i t might be use fu l 
to you to have our s t u f f in order . 

In te legraphing about an awful banquet 
that Eden had the l a s t n ight and which went 
on t i l l 5 a .m. , Eden says , "Timoshenko who 
was present was most con f ident of Russian 
prospects in South. Both he and S t a l i n 
emphasise f a l l in lierrnan mora le" . 

H. 
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