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I t wou ld seen from the r e v i s e d t e x t o f the 
" J o i n t D e c l a r a t i o n " t h a t i t i s now in tended t h a t t h i s s h o u l d 
be s igned not on ly on b e h a l f o f the Governments o f c o u n t r i e s 
v/hich are a c t u a l l y f i g h t i n g the A x i s powers or are i n enemy 
o c c u p a t i o n , bu t by t h o s e C e n t r a l American Governments which 
have q u i t e r e c e n t l y d e c l a r e d w a r . 

I f t h i s i s a f a c t then i t would seem t h a t the 
case f o r a l l o w i n g the Free French t o be a s s o c i a t e d i n some 
way w i t h the D e c l a r a t i o n i s s t i l l s t r o n g e r * 

I n the f i r s t p l a c e , i t seems a l t o g e t h e r i l l o g i c a l 
t h a t the Free French , who have been f i g h t i n g the Germans f o r 
ove r two y e a r s and are now a c t u a l l y f i g h t i n g i n L i b y a , shou ld 
not be a l l o w e d t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the D e c l a r a t i o n w h i l e 
the Cen t ra l American c o u n t r i e s , who are never l i k e l y t o take 
any s e r i o u s pa r t i n a c t u a l h o s t i l i t i e s and who, i n f a c t , may 
have d e c l a r e d war l a r g e l y i n o rder t o get f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e 
and armaments from the U . S . shou ld be p a r t i e s t o the D e c l a r a ­
t i o n . 

S e c o n d l y , d e l i b e r a t e l y to e x c l u d e the Free French 
when they were a l l o w e d t o take p a r t i n the S t . James*s Pa lace 
Conference s e v e r a l months a gp w i l l not o n l y g r e a t l y d i s c o u r a g e 
the Free French b u t , I am a f r a i d , w i l l conv ince them 

a ) t h a t 
W and 

the U . S . a re h o s t i l e t o the Free French cause 

Cb) thai: the 
e i t h e r . 

U . K . i s not prepared t o s t and up f o r them 

/or.'. ng on t o p o f *Bhe S t . r . c r re ana K i q u e l o n trouble the 
e f f e e v on the Free French Movement g e n e r a l l y and on the 
re la t ions ' between General de Gau l l e and the B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s 
may wel l | ous• 

?he t r o u b l e seems tc a r i s e l a r g e l y from the fact 
t h a t the U.S '.iH^or r a t h e r the S t a t s ,yrt~e:-.t p e r s i s t i n 
r egard ing de O e u \ J e a s % i n g the c r e a t u r e cC the Govern ­
ment a l one and a-s^*^ r.o i^rt^rest or v a l u e t o the genera l war 
e f f o r t o r to t he otheN^cc - -;ri,es f i g h t i n g Germany. Th is i s 

wrong u i t e a p a r t 
ench "troops 

by a ancT 

a l t o g e t h e r a wrong p i c 
r e s i s t a n c e which the Fre< 
r e n d e r i n g i n the B a t t l e o f 
B r i t a i n - both o f which a r e 
e f f o r t - the f a c t t h a t French EqtUvtor ia l 
hands and not i n the hands o f V ichyXj^j o f 
t ance t o our communicat ions a c r o s s A f r^Aa. 
advantages acc rue to the U . S . a s w e l l a s trcr 
any th ing shou ld happen which would make itimpCBsible* 
a l l i e d a i r c r a f t t o f l y a c r o s s French E q u a t o r i a l A f r i c i 
U . S . would s u f f e r a lmos t as much as o u r s e l v e s , further 
the f a c t t ha t Noumea and Hew Ca ledon ia are i n Free French 
hands may prove t o be o f considerable importance for the 
U . S . i n the P a c i f i c . Had these C o l o n i e s s t i l l been i n the 
hands of V i c h y , there i s no knowing tha t they might not have 
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followed the example of Indo-China and by th is time have 
been in Japanese hands. 

I hope therefore that despite Mr. Welles1s 
discouraging at t i tude yesterday you, or perhaps the Prime 
Minister, may fee l able to make yet a further e f f o r t to 
secure the inclusion of the Free French in the signature 
of the Joint Declaration. 

28th December, 1941. 
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